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Foreword

These notes were prepared for a course on New Testament Survey at Ese Bible Institute, Numba Village, Papua New Guinea.

I received much blessing from the Lord as I read His Word to prepare these notes.  These are my observations, my notes, my thoughts – still a “work in progress” and definitely not infallible!
I encourage you to use this book as a mere resource to do your own study of God’s Word.
· Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and teach you as you read His Word.

· Read each book of the New Testament several times from start to finish.
· Beginning at chapter 1 verse 1, carefully examine the structure of the verses/sentences/paragraphs as they are written.  Look at the words which link each sentence/paragraph.  This gives you the ‘flow of thought’ – building the context – of what the author is saying.  If you do this properly, you should see the author is developing a ‘main theme’ in the book, and everything he writes in the book relates to that main theme.

· Look for words, phrases or ideas which are repeated in the book.  These words, phrases or ideas usually point to the main theme of the book.
· Then read other commentaries, and compare your notes to theirs to see if there may be other insights you missed.
· Finally, make your own notes – with suitable illustrations and applications – with the intention of teaching it to others.
Ossie

See appendices at end of book

Appendix 1:  Topical Verses

Appendix 2:  Selected Definitions

THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE
Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.
Luke 24:44-45
The purpose of the Bible is to show God’s plan to redeem mankind through the Lord Jesus Christ.
Man was created to have fellowship with God.  He was created in the image of God so that he could have a relationship with God.  But when man sinned, he became separated from God.  Sinful man could no longer enjoy fellowship with a holy God.
But God Himself came to earth as a man – Jesus – and died to pay the penalty for our sins.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, our sin is removed and our relationship with God can be restored.
Jesus promises to give righteousness and eternal life to anyone who believes in Him.

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me … shall never die.

Do you believe this?”
John 11:25-26
OVERVIEW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

To understand the New Testament, you should have an understanding of the Old Testament.  The plan of God is first revealed in the Old Testament, and made clearer in the New Testament.

Some time in eternity past, God created all of the angels.  The angels were created to minister to God and to give praise to Him.  The most important angel was called Lucifer (who is later called Satan).  Lucifer was the most powerful, most beautiful angel in God’s creation.  But he became proud, exalted himself above God, and rebelled against God (Ezekiel 28:12-17, Isaiah 14:12-14).  This was the first sin.  One third of the angels rebelled with Satan, and these are now called “demons” or “spirits” (Revelation 12:3, 4, 9).

There is a spiritual battle between God and Satan, which involves mankind.  Satan is trying to entice men to follow him rather than God.  God is proving to Satan that man – created lower than angels and inferior to Satan in every way – would obey and worship God, something which Satan refused to do.

In Genesis, God created mankind.  Man was created in a perfect world, to rule all creation and to have fellowship with God.  Adam and Eve were created in His image, with the ability to think and choose.  God gave Adam one commandment – a test of obedience – “Don’t eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, or you will die!” (Genesis 2:16-17).
But Satan deceived mankind into sin and disobedience against God.  Adam and Eve sinned, and they paid the penalty of sin – death!  They died spiritually – they were separated from God and could no longer have fellowship with Him.  Their bodies were subject to sickness and disease, and many years later, they died physically.  All of creation was corrupted by their sin
Satan thought he had won the battle.  But God’s purpose was to send one person – the Messiah/Christ, the Chosen One – who would defeat Satan, pay the penalty for sin, and restore mankind to relationship with God.

In Genesis 3:15, God promised that the child of the woman would defeat Satan.
God called out one man – Abraham – and told him to separate himself from his people.  In Genesis 22:18, God promised to give Abraham a son, through which all the families of the earth would be blessed.

Abraham was the first Jew.  Abraham’s family (through Isaac and Jacob) became the twelve tribes of the nation Israel, God’s chosen people.
God wanted Israel to be holy, because they were His chosen people.  Through Moses, God gave Israel the Law – including the commandments, the sacrifices, the priesthood and the Tabernacle.  The Law of Moses taught Israel about holiness and righteousness – how to be acceptable to God.
In 2 Samuel 7:16, God made a promise to David, that his son would be king of the Jews forever.

In Isaiah 7:14, God promised that a virgin would miraculously give birth to a son.  They would call his name “Immanuel”, which means “God with us”.
In Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, it is clearly shown that the Promised Messiah would suffer and die for the sins of the people, but then be exalted.
However, all through the Old Testament, the nation Israel disobeyed God.  Because of their disobedience, God sent invading armies against Israel, and the Jews were taken as slaves into other nations and scattered throughout the world.
Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God makes a “New Covenant” with Israel.  In Jeremiah 31:31-37, God promises to restore Israel as a nation forever, to remember their sin no more, and to be with them as their God.
The New Testament (literally the “New Covenant”)
Every promise regarding the Promised Messiah either has been fulfilled in Jesus, or will be fulfilled by Him in the future.

Mary, a woman who was a virgin, conceived a child by the Holy Spirit, and gave birth to Jesus.  God became man – therefore “God is with us!” (Matthew 1:18-25, John 1:14).
Jesus was born as a Jew, the son of Abraham (Matthew 1:1, Galatians 3:16).

Jesus was born as the son of David, king of the Jews (Matthew 1:1; 2:1-2).  He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, ruler of the whole world (Revelation 19:15-16).
Jesus – as a man – has defeated Satan.  By His faithful life, Jesus resisted the temptations of Satan (Matthew 4:1-11).  By His death and resurrection, Jesus defeated the power of Satan (John 12:23, 31-33; Hebrews 2:14).  Therefore, as a man, He is glorified and exalted above the angels (Hebrews 2:5-9, Philippians 2:5-11).  He is now seated at the right hand of the Father, waiting for the time when He will remove Satan forever (Hebrews 10:12-13, Colossians 2:15, Revelation 20:2, 10).
Jesus paid the penalty of sin – spiritual death (separation from God, Matthew 27:46) and physical death (Matthew 27:50).  All sins are forgiven (1 John 2:2, Hebrews 10:12).  The resurrection of Jesus guarantees victory over sin and death (John 11:25).
When Jesus returns to earth at the Second Advent, He will regather Israel as His chosen nation.  He will be their Messiah and King forever, thus fulfilling the New Covenant.  (Matthew 24:30-31, Revelation 21:3-4).
Jesus is the fulfilment of all the promises of the Old Testament.  He is the central focus of the whole Bible.
RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

When interpreting Scripture, it is important to understand that different passages of the Bible relate to different periods of human history.  Different commandments apply to different people, and different passages apply to different times.  For instance, the Law of Moses was written for the Jews in the Old Testament – therefore, the commandments of Moses should not be applied to the church in the New Testament.  Similarly, many prophecies relate to a future age, not to the church.

Outline of Dispensations

God has divided human history into ages of history or “dispensations”.

1.
Age of the Gentiles

The first dispensation is from Adam to Abraham.  God dealt with individuals and families.  It was the responsibility of each father to serve as priest and spiritual head for his own family.

2.
Age of Israel

The next dispensation is from Abraham to Pentecost (30AD).  God called the nation Israel to be His chosen people.  God established a special priesthood (the Levites) and the Law of Moses.  It was the responsibility of Israel to be a witness to the world of the truth and holiness of the Lord.  However, Israel was continuously unfaithful to God, finally rejecting and crucifying His own Son, Jesus.  Because of its disobedience, Israel has been temporarily set aside, and scattered amongst the nations.

3.
Age of Grace (Church Age)

This is the dispensation in which we live – from Pentecost until the Rapture.  In this age, God has called out “another” people for Himself, known as the “church”.  In this age, every believer is joined into the body of Christ, and shares everything with Him.  It is the responsibility of the church to proclaim the gospel to all the world.  The Church Age will end with the Rapture, when Jesus returns in the clouds to take all believers home to be with Him.
4.
Tribulation

This is actually the final portion of the Age of Israel.  It is sometimes called the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7) or “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” (Daniel 9:24-27) or the “Tribulation” (Matthew 24:9, 21).  It is a seven year period between the Rapture and the Second Advent.  Israel will again have the responsibility to evangelise the world (through 144000 Jewish evangelists).  But this period will be a time of great judgement, both upon Israel (to purge her) and upon the world (for its rejection of God).  The Tribulation will end with the Second Advent, when Jesus returns to Jerusalem to judge the world.
5.
Millennial Kingdom

At the Second Advent, Jesus will return as the King of Kings.  He will destroy all unbelievers and cleanse the earth from the effects of sin.  He will regather Israel and establish His kingdom for 1000 years on earth.  He will rule as King, and all men will know that He is God.

It is important to examine a passage of Scripture in context, to determine which dispensation or period of history the passage is referring to.  To interpret Scriptures and understand the Bible correctly, we must “divide” the Word of Truth accurately (2 Timothy 2:15).

THE NEW TESTAMENT

The New Testament contains 27 books.  It was written over about 55 years (about 45 AD to 100 AD), by at least 8 authors.  It was written in common Greek, which was spoken throughout the whole world.

Outline of Main Content of New Testament Books
	Gospels
	Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
	Virgin Birth of Jesus

John the Baptist

Baptism of Jesus

Temptation of Jesus

Ministry – teaching, miracles, parables

 – proof that Jesus is God, the Messiah-King

 – instruction in righteousness, how we should live

Rejection by religious leaders
Crucifixion

Resurrection

Great Commission

Ascension

	History
	Acts
	Pentecost, the beginning of the Church
Persecution of the Church
Peter, apostle to the Jews

Paul, apostle to the Gentiles

Missionary journeys of Paul

Establishment of churches

Arrest and trials of Paul

	Letters
	Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon

Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude
	Letters from the apostles to the churches dealing with
 – problems in the churches

 – theological issues

 – warning against false teaching

 – exhortation to live righteously

	Prophecy
	Revelation
	The Rapture
The Tribulation

The Second Coming

The Great White Throne Judgement

The Millennial Kingdom

The new heavens and new earth


INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS

The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) give us an account of the life of Christ, from His birth to the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.

The main aim of the Gospels is to show that Jesus is the Promised Messiah (Christ) who came to die for our sins.  The life of Jesus also teaches us about righteousness.
The main teachings of the Gospels include

The virgin birth.  This shows that Jesus is truly God and truly human.  Because He was equal with both God and man, He is able to be the mediator between God and man (Matthew 1:20-23, 1 Timothy 2:5).
His sinless righteousness.  Jesus was born without sin, and lived a life without sin.  He was therefore able to offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice, holy and blameless (1 Peter 1:19).

The Messiah-King.  Jesus fulfils all of the prophecies of the Old Testament about the Messiah.  He is the seed of the woman, the son of Abraham, the son of David, the King of the Jews, the Promised One who would redeem His people and establish the kingdom of heaven on earth.

The Redeemer.  Jesus fulfils all of the types of the Old Testament sacrifices.  Animals were killed every year to cover the sins of the people, but Jesus offered His own life to remove sins once-for-all (John 1:29, Hebrews 10:10-12).

His life of faith and humility.  Jesus lived His life as a man who depended in faith upon God the Father.  Even though He was God, He never used His divine powers to glorify Himself.  Even though He was equal with God, He submitted Himself to the Father’s will.  This is why He is called the “Son of God” (Philippians 2:5-8, Matthew 4:1-11).
His humanity.  Because Jesus was truly human, He experienced all things, as we do – He was hungry, He thirsted, He got weary, He was tempted and He suffered.  Therefore He knows what we suffer, and is a compassionate helper in our time of need (Hebrews 2:17).
His example of love and service.  Jesus showed us how we should live our lives.  He showed the love of God to everyone – especially the poor, widows, children and outcasts (John 13:34-35).  And He showed how this love should manifest itself in service to others (John 13:14-15).
The miracles.  These show that Jesus is Sovereign God.  He has authority over Satan and the demons, and power over sickness and death (John 20:30-31, Luke 5:20-26).

His teaching.  Jesus taught using many lessons and parables.  He evangelised unbelievers through His words and actions, and instructed His disciples in truth and righteousness, mercy and love.  By this, He demonstrated what God is like or “godliness” (John 1:14; 8:31-32).
His rejection.  Jesus came as the Messiah and King to Israel, but the world rejected Him, and crucified Him instead (John 1:11, Matthew 12 and 23).
His suffering, death, burial, resurrection and ascension.  Jesus died to forgive the sin of every person.  He rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven, where He is seated at the right hand of the Father.  This shows that God the Father is satisfied with the sacrifice of Jesus, and has glorified Him – as a man – forever.  This guarantees our salvation and the fulfilment of all of the promises which God has made for Israel and the future.
MATTHEW

	Author
	Matthew

	To
	The Jews

	Date
	c60 AD

	Theme
	Jesus is the Messiah, King of the Jews

	Key Verse
	Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham (Matthew 1:1)

	Key Words
	the kingdom of heaven, the Son of David, fulfilled (ie prophecies)


Background

Matthew was a tax collector before he was saved.

Theme

Matthew presents Jesus as the Messiah, King of the Jews, who has come to establish the kingdom of heaven.
The key phrase is “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  This was the message preached by John the Baptist (3:2), Jesus Himself (4:17, 23) and the disciples sent out by Jesus (10:7).  The kingdom was offered to Israel, but they rejected it (12:24).

The book contains many quotations and Messianic prophecies from the Old Testament about the Messiah-King.  There are also many parables about the kingdom.
Jesus, through His teachings and miracles, shows Himself to be the Messiah-King.
Outline

1:1 – 4:11
The Right of the King to Reign

4:12 – 11:19
The Ministry of the King
11:20 – 20:28
The Rejection of the King

20:29 – 28:20
The King Comes to Jerusalem
Key Passages and Main Teachings
Matthew 1:1 – 4:11  The Right of the King to Reign

1:1 – 1:17
Genealogy – son of David (King of Israel, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Psalm 89:3-4) and son of Abraham (Promised Messiah, Genesis 12:3, Galatians 3:6-9,16-18).  (Note David is first, then Abraham – emphasis on King).  This is the legal genealogy of Jesus (through Joseph).  The physical genealogy (through Mary) to Adam is given in Luke 3:23-38.

1:18-25
The Virgin Birth.  Note that His name is Jesus (Jehoshua, “Jehovah Saviour”) and Immanuel (God with us) (Isaiah 7:14).

2:1-12
The Magi acknowledge Jesus as King (2:2).  The gifts of gold (king), frankincense (priest) and myrrh (death).

3:1-17
John the Baptist, the herald proclaiming the King “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!  Prepare the way for the Lord!” (3:2).  With the promise of the kingdom is the promise of the Holy Spirit (3:11) who will be “poured out upon all flesh” when the kingdom comes (Joel 2:28).  The Father acknowledges Jesus as the Messiah at His baptism (3:17).  In this, Jesus is “washed” and “anointed” for His public ministry (cf Exodus 29:5-7).
John announces that Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  Fire generally represents judgement (cf burning the chaff), but it could also represent the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:3).

4:1-11
The temptation of Jesus.  Satan tempts Jesus to use His divine powers, but Jesus submits Himself to God and relies upon the Word of God to resist Satan.  Finally, Satan offers Jesus the kingdoms of world (4:8) – which God will give Him as Messiah King!
Matthew 4:12 – 11:19  The Ministry of the King

4:12-25
The beginning of the ministry of Jesus.  His message:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (v17, 23).
5:1 – 7:29
The Sermon on the Mount - Jesus’ teachings about the righteousness and the kingdom
· a perfect righteousness of God (5:48).  This is the key – to be acceptable to God, we must be “perfect” (holy and righteous) as He is (1 Peter 1:16).  This righteousness can only be attained through grace, by faith (not by our own works) (Romans 9:30-32).
· not like the self-righteousness of the Pharisees (5:20, 48)

· a righteousness only found in Jesus, the fulfilment of the Law (5:17)

· only achieved when the kingdom of God rules on earth, and His will be done (6:9-10)

· should be our goal and motivation (6:33)
· a righteousness which will manifest itself in good works (7:21)

8:1 – 9:38
Miracles.  The power of the King over sickness, demons, sin and death.
10:1-42
The King sends His disciples to preach to Israel (10:6).  Their message:  “The kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (10:7)
11:1-6
John the Baptist (in prison) questions whether Jesus is the Messiah.  Jesus indicates that He performed the miracles (see Luke 7:20-23, parallel) to fulfil Messianic prophecy.
11:7-19
Jesus offers the kingdom to Israel.  If the Jews believed the message of John the Baptist, he would be the herald (Elijah) and the kingdom would come (11:14-15 cf Malachi 3:1; 4:5).

Matthew 11:20 – 20:28  The Rejection of the King

11:20 – 12:50
The Jews reject the King and the kingdom.  The Jews did not repent when they heard the message or saw the miracles (11:20).  This is brought to a climax when the Pharisees accuse Jesus of performing miracles by the power of Satan.  They commit the unpardonable sin – rejection of the Messiah (12:24).  The only sin which cannot be forgiven is to refuse to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  To believe in Jesus is the only way people can be saved (Acts 4:11-12) and rejection of Jesus is the only reason people will be condemned to the lake of fire (John 3:18).
Jesus

· pronounces judgement upon the nation Israel (11:21-24)

· offers salvation (and the kingdom) to individuals, rather than to the nation Israel (11:25-30)

· openly challenges the Pharisees (12:8, 9-13) 

· clearly declares that He is Messiah (12:18, 28), but condemns them for their unbelief

· condemns that generation of Jews for seeking signs and miracles, but not repenting and believing that He is the Messiah-King (12:39-45)
Finally, Jesus declares that His true mother and brothers (family relationship) is not based on physical, human genealogy (ie the nation Israel), but on those who do the will of the Father (ie righteousness, the kingdom of heaven - see 7:21) (12:46-50).

13:1-52
From now on, Jesus speaks to the multitudes in parables.  There is a distinction between “you” (the disciples, who are willing to hear the word of the Lord) and “them” (the multitudes, who hear and see but do not wish to understand and believe) (see 13:10-16).  Jesus’ ministry is tending more towards preparing His disciples for ministry.
14:1-12
John the Baptist is beheaded.
14:13 – 16:12
Jesus performs more miracles to develop the faith of the disciples (14:16; 14:29) and He warns them about the false teaching of the Pharisees (15:8-9; 16:12).
16:13-20
Peter’s profession that Jesus is “the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the Living God”.  It is this statement of faith which is the rock, the very foundation of the gospel of salvation.  Peter is given the “keys to the kingdom”.  It is Peter who preached the gospel at Pentecost (Acts 2:14), and it was through Peter’s ministry that the Holy Spirit was given to the Church (Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles, Acts 2, 8, 10).  This is the “pouring out of the Spirit upon all flesh” as the spiritual kingdom of heaven is given to the Church (Acts 2:17 cf Matthew 3:11).  Note, that Jesus announces the coming Church, knowing that Israel will reject the kingdom and be set aside.  In the Church Age, the Church – not Israel – will represent God on earth.
16:22 – 17:13
After Peter acknowledged Him as Messiah, Jesus now clearly explains to the disciples that He must go to Jerusalem to suffer, be killed, and be raised from the dead.  But they did not yet fully understand (Mark 9:32).  This is repeated again in 17:22-23 and 20:18-19)
The cost of discipleship (16:24):  “let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”  This is total surrender to the will of God, to endure suffering and shame for Jesus, despite the cost.  (Only a condemned criminal, being led away to crucifixion, would “take up his cross”.  This was a shameful humiliation in the eyes of the world.)  But there will be reward at the Second Coming – sharing in the glory of the Son of Man in His kingdom (16:28).
17:1-8
The Transfiguration shows Jesus in His glory, as He will be at the Second Coming and the kingdom.  It is also a confirmation of Peter’s testimony that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
17:22 – 20:28
Training for the disciples – the character of those who belong to the kingdom – humility, compassion and servanthood.
· The sons of the kingdom of God are exempt from the tax paid to the temple (house of God), but show humility rather than give offence (17:24-27).
· Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? – those who are humble (as a child) and do not cause offence/stumbling (18:1-10).

· An attitude of compassion, showing forgiveness and restoration of believers who stray into sin (18:11-35).

· In contrast to the self-righteous, judgemental attitude of the Pharisees (19:1-12).  Note again the humility of children “to whom belongs the kingdom of heaven” (19:13-15).
· And in contrast to the selfish attitude of the rich young ruler (19:16-26)

· “The first shall be last, and the last, first” – humility and servanthood.

· True discipleship will be rewarded in the Millennial Kingdom (19:27-30), illustrated by the parable of the day-labourers (20:1-16).
· The mother of James and John ask that they be most important in the kingdom.  But Jesus stresses that leadership demands the attitude of a servant (20:20-28).
Matthew 20:29 – 28:20  The King Comes to Jerusalem

20:29-34
Two blind men repeatedly call out to Jesus “Lord, have mercy of us, Son of David!”  Yet the multitude tells them to be quiet.  The lesson is obvious:  blind men can “see” that Jesus is God, the Messiah-King, yet the crowds, who “see” the miracles, refuse to believe in Him. (Remember 13:14-15)
21:1-11
Jesus shows Jerusalem that He is King, as He rides into the city on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9).  Many of the common people acknowledged Him as Messiah-King.  Yet the Pharisees still refused to acknowledge Him (see Luke 19:39).

21:12-17
Jesus throws out the traders from the temple, takes His rightful place as Messiah in His Father’s house, and heals the blind and lame who come to Him, and accepts the praise of the crowds.  Again, the religious rulers of Israel still refused to acknowledge Him (21:15).

21:18-22
Jesus hoped the fig tree would have fruit, but it was unproductive and useless, so it was cursed and withered (21:18-22).  This is a picture of the nation Israel, which should have served God, but rejected Him, and therefore would soon be destroyed as a nation (see 21:43).
21:23 – 23:33
Jesus is again rejected by the religious leaders of Israel, in Jerusalem.  He refutes the religious leaders, exposes their hypocrisy, and condemns them.  “Woe to you!” (23:13ff), “hypocrites! … whitewashed tombs!” (23:27), “serpents, brood of vipers!” (23:33).

23:34-39
Because Israel has rejected Him, Jesus now rejects Israel until the Second Coming, when the nation will finally acknowledge Him as their Messiah-King:  “you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’” (23:39, Zechariah 12:10).
24:1 – 25:46
From this time on, Jesus talks only to His disciples.  He tells them of the destruction of the temple and nation Israel in 70 AD (see also Luke 19:41-44), and of the judgements to come upon Israel during the Tribulation and the Second Coming.
24:17-29
The Passover meal.

24:30-46
The garden of Gethsemane.

24:47 27:26
The arrest and trials of Jesus.

Notice that Jesus doesn’t respond to the questions by the Jewish high priest, except to say that they will see Him coming in glory at the Second Advent (26:62-64.  See 23:39).
When Pilate – a Gentile, not a Jew – asks “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus answers “Yes”.

Pilate knows Jesus is innocent of any crime and is willing to let Him go free.  But the religious leaders persuade the crowd to demand that Jesus be crucified (27:23-24).
27:27 - 66
The death and burial of Jesus.

The Roman soldiers dress Jesus as a king, with a robe and crown of thorns, and mock Him, saying “Hail, King of the Jews!”

He was crucified, with a sign “This is Jesus, King of the Jews”.

It was the Roman centurion – a Gentile – who acknowledged that Jesus was the Son of God (27:54).
28:1-15
The Resurrection.
28:16-20
The Great Commission – To make disciples.
Note that “all authority has been given to Jesus” because He is recognized by God as King.  This phrase is not found in the other gospels, because Matthew wants to emphasize the Kingship of Jesus!

As in chapter 10, the disciples are again sent out with a message, but this time not only to Israel, but to the whole world.  This is our mission in life:  “to make disciples”.
Application

Jesus is the Messiah.  He is the King.  He is God. Therefore, He has claim over our lives – we belong to Him, and must serve Him.

God is faithful to fulfil His promises.  At the Second Coming, He will fulfil all of His promises/covenants to Israel.  Jesus will regather Israel and be their Redeemer (seed of woman), Messiah (son of Abraham), King (son of David) and God (son of the virgin).  His kingdom will last 1000 years on earth, and then for all eternity.

The character of the citizens who belong to the kingdom of heaven is righteousness, peace, compassion, humility, forgiveness, etc.  This can be ours now – in our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23; Romans 14:17) – if we are believers who surrender our lives fully to God.

There are consequences for sin.  The Jews rejected Jesus as their king, and the nation was scattered and will be judged until they acknowledge Him at the Second Coming.

Hear the true message of what God is teaching.
· The Jews were amazed at the teaching of Jesus, but they did not repent and change their lives.

· The Jews wanted signs and miracles, but they refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.
MARK

	Author
	Mark (probably dictated by Peter)

	To
	Romans (Gentiles)

	Date
	c58 AD

	Theme
	Jesus is the Suffering Servant, the Redeemer

	Key Verse
	For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45)

	Key Words
	immediately


Background

Mark (or John Mark, Acts 12:12) was a travelling companion of Paul on his missionary journey.  But Mark deserted Paul (Acts 13:13), and went with Barnabas (Acts 15:37-38).  Later, Paul restored him, and Mark was useful in Paul's ministry (2 Tim 4:11).
Mark worked closely with Peter in the church in Rome (1 Peter 5:13).
Mark was probably not present during the life of Jesus.  It is commonly accepted that Mark wrote this gospel from what Peter told him.

Theme

Mark presents Jesus as the Servant-Redeemer, who offers Himself as a sacrifice to pay the penalty for sin.
Because this gospel is written to Gentiles, much less Old Testament scripture is quoted, and it focuses more on the actions of Jesus (as a “servant” who “does things”) than on His teachings.
The word “immediately” (or “as soon as”) is used more than 40 times, indicating action and service.  The lesson is that the servant must “immediately” obey his master’s command.  The Romans, especially, would have been very familiar with this concept, because they owned many servants/slaves and were accustomed to strict military discipline.
Outline
1:1 – 13:37
The Servant’s Ministry (teaching and miracles).
14:1 – 15:47
The Servant’s Sacrifice (giving His life as a ransom for many).
16:1 – 16:20
The Servant’s Triumph (resurrection and ascension).
Key Passages and Main Teachings

Mark 1:1 – 13:37  The Servant’s Ministry
1:1-13
Jesus’ baptism and temptation.  Note how brief the introduction is.  There is no mention of Jesus’ genealogy, birth, magi, etc because Mark doesn’t want to prove the Kingship of Jesus.  Mark wants to go immediately to the life of teaching and miracles of Jesus.

1:14 – 13:37
Jesus immediately commences preaching and performing miracles.  Note how often the word “immediately” is repeated in chapter 1 (v 10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 42, 43).  There is a sense of urgency and obedience in service.
The images that come through often in Mark include
· that Jesus had constant crowds and busyness with ministry (2:4; 3:20; 6:30-31; 6:56; 7:24).
· the idea of running and urgency (5:6; 6:33; 6:54-55; 9:15; 10:17) and the many occurrences of “immediately”.  Even the style of the writing is fast-paced and full of action.
Where Matthew uses “kingdom of heaven” often, Mark uses “kingdom of God” – perhaps more universal, including believers of all ages, not specifically the Jews under covenant relationship with the Old Testament promises.  Remember, Mark was written to Romans (Gentiles), not to Jews.
The principle of discipleship and service, summarizing the whole book:
· the rich young ruler, who refused to sell all and follow Jesus (10:17-22)

· Peter and the disciples who “have left everything and followed You” (10:28-31)

· Jesus’ statement that He would be killed and rise from the dead (10:32-34)
· the mother of John and James, asking that they sit next to Jesus in glory (10:35-40).  Note that Jesus says that they must share with Him in His sufferings (see 10:33-34).
· Jesus’ statement, summarizing the whole book, that whoever wishes to be great must be a servant (10:42-44)

· the principle of “the first shall be last, and the last, first” (10:31)

· the example of the Master asking the poor blind beggar “What do you want Me to do for you?” (10:51)

· the key verse:  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many (10:45)

Mark 14:1 – 15:47  The Servant’s Sacrifice

14:1 – 15:47
The arrest, trials and crucifixion of Jesus.

Mark 16:1 – 16:20  The Servant’s Triumph
16:1-14
The resurrection and appearances.

16:15-18
The Great Commission.  The promise that signs and miracles will accompany the gospel, to confirm that it is from God.  All of these things were evidenced in Acts by the apostles (see also 16:20).
16:19
The Ascension and Session.  Jesus, as the humble Servant, is now rewarded with glory by being seated at the right hand of the Father.

16:20
The disciples obey the command to preach, as the Lord continues working (serving) with them.
Application

Jesus is our example of humility and service.

Those who are faithful in serving Him will be rewarded, both in this life (by innerpeace, joy and maybe material rewards) and in eternity (by crowns, glory, honour and rulership).  Even Jesus has been rewarded for His faithfulness by being exalted in glory (Philippians 2:5-11).

LUKE

	Author
	Luke

	To
	Greeks, specifically to Theophilus (Luke’s friend, 1:3)

	Date
	c62 AD

	Theme
	Jesus is the Son of Man - the Sinless and Perfect Man

	Key Verse
	“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

	Key Words
	Son of Man, lost/sinner, prayer


Background

Luke was a Gentile doctor (who travelled with Paul), and obviously was very careful and methodical in the things he did.  (Notice how God is able to inspire His Word whilst still using the writer’s human personality.)  It is interesting that Luke (as a doctor) carefully describes the diseases which Jesus cured.

Luke was probably not present during the life of Jesus.  He wrote the gospel by investigating and researching from the disciples who were with Jesus.

Theme

Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man (emphasis on humanity), who was sinless and perfect.  It clearly shows His compassion and love for those around Him (4:17-19; 7:21-22).
Luke tells us that he wrote the gospel, in chronological order, so that we may know that events of Jesus’ life and ministry are true and accurate (1:1-4).
There are many references to prayer, true righteousness (as opposed to the self-righteousness of the Pharisees), and the cost of discipleship.  There are also many examples which show Jesus’ compassion and love for people in need, such as the poor, widows and sick (see 4:18-19).
Outline
1:1 – 4:13
Birth, Childhood and Preparation for Ministry.

4:14 – 9:50
Ministry in Galilee (seeking that which was lost).

9:51 – 19:27
Ministry in Perea and Judea (seeking that which was lost).
19:28 – 24:53
Death, Resurrection and Ascension (saving that which was lost).
Key Passages and Main Teachings

Luke 1:1 – 4:13  Birth, Childhood and Preparation for Ministry.
1:1-4
Purpose of the Book.  Luke says that he has researched the information about the life and work of Jesus, based on eye-witness accounts, and written it down in chronological sequence, so that his friend, Theophilus, may know with certainty the things about which he was taught.  The gospel of Luke is Part 1, the book of Acts is Part 2 (Acts 1:1-2).

1:5-25
Zacharias and Elizabeth, and the promise of John the Baptist.  John would come as a forerunner/herald of the Lord and cause many Jews to repent (1:16-17).
1:26-38
Mary, and the promise of Jesus.  Jesus is clearly identified as the Saviour, God, and King-Messiah (1:31-33, see also 2:11).
1:39-56
Mary goes to Elizabeth.  Mary’s song of joy and praise.
1:57-80
The birth of John the Baptist, and Zachariah’s prophecy (note especially 1:76-77).
2:1-7
The birth of Jesus.

2:8-20
The revelation to the shepherds in the field:  “Today in the city of David there has been born for you a Saviour, Christ the Lord” (2:11).  Note again the reference to humanity, God-man and deity (see 1:31-33).
2:21-24
The circumcision and presentation of Jesus as the firstborn to God.  Both of these rites, according to the Law of Moses, show that Jesus was true humanity – born of a woman, born under the Law (Galatians 4:4-5), who fulfilled the righteous requirements of the Law (Leviticus 12).  Note 2:23 says “Every firstborn male … shall be called holy to the Lord” (Numbers 8:17).
2:25-39
Simeon’s testimony.  Note that Simeon describes Jesus as “a light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel” (2:32).

2:40-52
Jesus, the 12 year old in the Temple.  Note the emphasis on relationship –a human child in a family, submitting to his parents (2:51), and the Son of God, in His Father’s house (2:49).  Jesus grows physically and spiritually (2:40,52).
3:1-22
John the Baptist’s preaching and the baptism of Jesus.
3:23-38
Genealogy of Jesus through Mary to Adam.    This proves that Jesus was true humanity.  (Luke often calls Jesus “the Son of Man”).  Jewish genealogies mention the fathers, since the father is the head of the family (“supposedly the son of Joseph, the son-in-law of Eli”).  Remember, Matthew’s genealogy listed the legal right to the throne of David, through Joseph to David.  (Matthew’s gospel was written to the Jews, proving that Jesus was the Messiah-King, the Son of David).
4:1-13
Temptation of Jesus.
Luke 4:14 – 9:50  Ministry in Galilee (seeking the lost).

4:14-30
Jesus performs many miracles in the region of Galilee (4:14) (eg in Cana, John 2).  He then goes to His hometown of Nazareth in Galilee, and presents Himself as the Messiah who has come to bring good news to the poor, blind and downtrodden (4:17-21), but is rejected (28).  Notice the quotation from Isaiah 61:1-2a stops mid-verse – the First Advent is a ministry of compassion; the Second Advent brings vengeance and judgement to those who reject the Messiah (2b).
4:31 – 9:17
Miracles and teaching
Includes the Sermon on the Mount (6:20-49) (addressed to His disciples, 6:20, but in the hearing of the people, 7:1).

John the Baptist, now in prison, asks if Jesus is the Messiah (7:18-35).  Jesus’ response is to perform miracles for the poor, blind and downtrodden and quote (again) from Isaiah 61:1-2a (7:21-22), as He had done at Nazareth (4:21).  The tax gatherers and sinners acknowledge the message, but the Pharisees reject Him (7:29-30).
9:18-27
Peter’s confession of the Christ.  Jesus’ prediction of His death.  The cost of discipleship.

9:28-36
The transfiguration.  In Luke, we are told that Moses and Elijah were talking with Jesus about “His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (9:31).  This shows the link between Jesus’ death (the “cost” of discipleship) and His glory (the “reward”).
9:37-50
The self-centredness and hardness of the disciples.  The disciples have not learned the lesson Jesus taught them about discipleship in 9:23-26
· the disciples are unable to cast out the demon (9:37-43)

· the disciples fail to understand that Jesus must die (9:43-45)

· the disciples argue, wanting to be the greatest (9:46-48)

· the disciples try to hinder someone casting out demons in Jesus’ name (9:49-50)

Luke 9:51 – 19:27  Ministry in Perea and Judea (seeking the lost).

9:51-62
Jesus sets His face toward Jerusalem, and the work He must do.

10:1-24
Jesus sends out the 70 disciples, who experience real power and authority over demons.
10:25-37
The lawyer’s question about inheriting eternal life, leads to “love your neighbour”. (This is not the same incident as the rich young ruler asking about inheriting eternal life, 18:18-30).  This, in turn, leads to the parable of the Good Samaritan – a practical illustration of “love your neighbour”.
10:38-42
Priorities in life.  The sisters of Lazarus, Martha (serving) and Mary (listening to the Lord’s word, seated at His feet).
11:1-13
Lessons on prayer.

11:14-54
The Pharisees accuse Jesus of casting out the demon by the power of Beelzebul (Satan).  Jesus condemns the generation, for wanting the signs/miracles, but not acknowledging Him 11:29).
12:1-34
Warnings against false teachings and hypocrisy of the Pharisees.

12:35-59
Warnings to be faithful.  Be ready, for the Master is coming!

13:1-35
The judgement of Israel for unbelief and unproductiveness.

14:1-24
Parables of the kingdom.

14:25-35
Counting the cost of discipleship.

15:1-32
Parables of the lost sheep, coin and (prodigal) son.  These contrast the lost (sinners) with the supposedly righteous (Pharisees) (15:1-2)
16:1-31
The Pharisees’ love of money condemned (16:14).  Parables of the unrighteous but shrewd steward.  Story (not parable) of Lazarus and the rich man.
17:1-10
It is our duty to forgive.

17:20 – 18:8
The kingdom of God doesn’t consist of signs, but is in your midst – Jesus is the kingdom of God! (17:20-21)  But, because they rejected, they will see Him coming in judgement for the unrighteous, but justice for the righteous at the Second Advent.
18:9-17
Self-righteousness contrasted to humility.
18:18-30
The rich young ruler, leading into the promise of reward for true disciples.  This is not the same incident as the lawyer asking about inheriting eternal life (10:25-37).
18:31-43
Jesus again tells the disciples that He must die.  Notice the emphasis in 18:34, three times that the disciples did not understand.

19:1-10
The salvation of Zaccheus, a chief tax-gatherer (a despised “sinner”), leading to Jesus’ key statement that “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (19:10).  Zaccheus looked for Jesus, but Jesus also looked for Zaccheus, so that he could be saved.
19:11-27
The Jews expected that Jesus would establish the kingdom of God immediately (19:11)– they expected Him to free them from the Roman army, but they rejected Him spiritually!

This leads to the parable of the ten slaves who are given minas to invest and be productive, and the citizens who did not want the king to reign over them.  Because He was rejected, the kingdom is delayed.  At the Second Advent, Jesus will reward the faithful and punish the wicked.  In the meantime, He expects us to work for Him.
Luke 19:28 – 24:53  Death, Resurrection and Ascension (saving the lost).

19:28-46
The triumphal entry (Palm Sunday), rebuke by the Pharisees, cleansing the temple.

19:47 – 20:44
Plotting and challenges by the religious rulers.
20:45 – 21:4
Beware of the falsity of the religious teachers!
21:5-38
Prophecy of the destruction of the temple and the Second Advent.

22:1-38
The Passover and Lord’s Supper.
22:39-46
Gethsemane.  Notice the intense agony (literally “violent struggle”) Jesus had anticipating His suffering (22:44).  This emphasizes His humanity and the pain He felt.

22:47 – 23:31
The arrest and trials of Jesus.  In Luke, Jesus is declared innocent five times (23:14, 15, 22, 41, 47).
23:32 – 56
The crucifixion.
Notice the compassion and forgiving attitude Jesus had, by praying for His “enemies”:  Father forgive them, for they know not what they do (23:34).

One of the thieves on the cross believes in Jesus and is immediately saved (23:41-43).  Even in His death, Jesus was seeking and saving the lost!

His work being finished, Jesus voluntarily gives up His spirit in death (23:46).  In this, He is unique.  See John 10:18.
24:1-12
The resurrection.

24:13-45
Jesus meets the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and explains all of the Old Testament prophecies concerning Himself.

24:46-53
The Great Commission – “Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations.  You are witnesses of these things.”  The power to do this is only in the Spirit (24:49), who would be given at Pentecost.
Application

As followers of Jesus, we should continue to “seek and save the lost” by proclaiming the gospel in the power of the Spirit and to make disciples by teaching them the truth from the Word of God.
JOHN
	Author
	John

	To
	To all people

	Date
	c90 AD

	Theme
	Jesus, the Son of God, the “I AM” (Jehovah) of the Old Testament

	Key Verse
	“These (signs) are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” (John 20:31)

	Key Words
	sign (17 times), believe (100 times), life (40 times), love, light, abide, truth, “I AM”


Background

John was the disciple whom Jesus loved.  He was very close to Jesus.  John was the only disciple, with some of the women, who stayed near during the trials and crucifixion of Jesus.  He was also the first to believe in the resurrection (John 20:8), and the first to recognize the resurrected Jesus on the beach in Galilee (John 21:7).

Theme

The gospel of John presents seven miracles as signs (proofs) that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (20:30-31).
John presents Jesus as the Son of God.  The gospel very clearly emphasizes that Jesus was God (deity).  He is called the “I AM” (Jehovah of the Old Testament), the Word, Light, Bread of Heaven, Way, Truth, Life, Door, Resurrection.  And He often refers to God as “My Father”.
The word “believe” occurs 100 times in the gospel, and shows clearly the requirement for salvation – believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and He will give you eternal life.  Do you believe this? (11:25-27).
The word “life” is also very common, showing the result of salvation – life – to have a relationship and fellowship with God (17:3; 1 John 1:3-4).
John stresses the need to believe in Jesus to receive eternal life, and then to abide in Christ and love one another in order to live an abundant life as true disciples.

Outline
1:1 – 1:51
Introduction (The Word became flesh).
2:1 – 12:50
The Public Ministry of Jesus (7 signs).
13:1 – 17:26
The Private Ministry of Jesus (Upper Room Discourse).

18:1 – 19:42
Arrest, Trials and Crucifixion.
20:1 – 21:25
Resurrection and Manifestations.
Key Passages and Main Teachings

John 1:1-51  Introduction (The Word became flesh).
1:1-18
The Word became flesh.

The introduction establishes, from the very first verse, that Jesus is God.  In this section, and in the whole book, John gives many proofs of the deity of Jesus.

Verses 2-13 are in parenthesis.  We will see that in a moment.
The main thought in this introduction is in verse 1 and 14:

Jesus is the Word, He is God (1:1).  And the Word became flesh, and showed us what God is like (1:14, 18; 14:6-9).  Jesus is the exact image of God because He is God (Hebrews 1:1-3).
Verses 2-13 tell us that
· Jesus is eternal, the great “I AM” (1:2; Exodus 3:14).
· Jesus is the Creator (1:3; Colossians 1:15-16).
· Jesus is Life and Light.  He reveals God to us and He gives life (1:4, 9).  He is truth (giving light) and grace (giving life) (1:17).
· John the Baptist came as the herald, to bear witness to the light (1:6-8).

· Jesus came to His own creation, but they did receive Him (1:5, 10, 11).  They loved darkness rather than light, and they refused life (3:19).
· But those who do receive Him (believe in His name), are born again, given His life, and become children of God (1:12-13; Ephesians 2:4-6).

1:19-34
The witness of John the Baptist.
· “He who comes after me has a higher rank that I, for He existed before me!” (1:15, 30).

· “Make straight the way of the Lord!” (1:23).

· “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (1:29).

· “I have seen … that this is the Son of God” (1:34).

1:35-51
The call of the disciples.  “We have found the Messiah!” (1:41).
John 2:1 – 12:50  The Public Ministry of Jesus (7 signs).

2:1-11
Sign # 1  Changing water to wine at Cana.

This is the first of seven signs recorded in the gospel of John.  The purpose of the signs is to show that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, you may have life in His name (20:30-31).
2:12-25
Jesus cleanses the temple.  Jesus cast out the traders and money-changers from the temple.

The Jews asked Him for a sign to show that He was the Messiah and had authority to do this.  Jesus’ said the ultimate proving sign would be His death and resurrection (2:19).  In Matthew 12:39, Jesus said to the Jews that no sign would be given them except that of Jonah (who “died” in the swirling waters, but was “resurrected” to a new life by the big fish).  The resurrection of Jesus will be the greatest sign that He is the Christ, the Son of God (Romans 1:4).
3:1-36
A great section which tells of the need for salvation!

Jesus, talking to Nicodemus, says

· you must be born again (literally “born from above”) (3:3, 7)

· born of water (physical birth, the breaking of the waters of the womb in childbirth) and the Spirit (spiritual birth as sons of God with eternal life, Titus 3:5).  Some people interpret this as water=”the Word of God” (Ephesians 5:26, 1 Peter 1:23, James 1:18, see also John 4:24 “spirit and truth”).  Both of these interpretations could be valid.  However, the passage seems to be contrasting physical birth and spiritual birth (3:6).  It is definitely not referring to water baptism.
· See also John 3:14-15, 16, 18 (by Jesus) and 36 (by John the Baptist)

4:1-42
The Samaritan woman at the well.  Jesus offers her water of life (4:13-14).  Worship is not restricted to a place or people – it must be in spirit and truth (4:20-24).  The Holy Spirit and the Word of God are the two sources of power in our lives.  Jesus tells her that He is the Christ (4:26).  She tells the city, and many believe (4:39).
4:46-54
Sign # 2  Healing the royal official’s son, who was near death in Capernaum.
5:1-47
Sign #3  Healing of man at the pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath.  Instead of glorifying God, the Jews were trying to kill Jesus because He healed on the Sabbath, and made Himself equal with God (“My Father”) by performing these miracles (5:17-18).  The Father has sent the Son and given Him all authority to do these things.  Anyone who hears and believes, has eternal life (5:24).

Everything in the Law of Moses was confirmed on the basis of two or three witnesses.  Jesus has three divine witnesses:
· the miracles themselves (5:36)
· the Father Himself (5:37)

· the Scriptures, which prophesied about Him (5:39)

6:1-15
Sign #4  Feeding of the 5000.  The response of the people was to try to take Jesus by force and make Him king (6:15).  Their intention was to use Him to get rid of the Roman army.  But this was not His purpose, or His time.
6:16-21
Sign #5  Jesus walking on the water.
6:22-71
I AM the Bread of Life.
Despite seeing the signs in Jerusalem (6:2), and seeing the feeding of the 5000 yesterday (6:14), and “seeing” Jesus cross the sea without a boat (6:22), the multitudes now ask Jesus for a sign so that they can see and believe! (6:30)  After all, their fathers “saw” the manna in the Exodus generation.
Jesus says that He is the bread from heaven which gives eternal life (6:33, 35, 40, 47-48, 51).
But many of the disciples (that is, followers who had not actually believed, 6:64) did not follow Jesus any more (6:66).

7:1-53
Rivers of Living Waters.
Jesus goes to the temple at the feast of Tabernacles and shouts “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me … will flow living water” (7:37-38).  This is symbolic of the Holy Spirit (7:39).  The last day of the feast of Tabernacles is a celebration of entering the Promised Land in the Millennial Kingdom and receiving the Holy Spirit in the fulfilment of the New Covenant (Isaiah 12:3, Joel 2:28-32, Zechariah 14:8).  Here, Jesus offers salvation, the “kingdom” and the Holy Spirit to any individual who would believe.
8:1-11
The woman caught in adultery.  Jesus highlights the judgemental attitude of the Pharisees (8:6), shows compassion for a sinner (8:11), and yet maintains the righteous standards of the Law (because there were not two witnesses who were willing to testify against her) (8:10, Deuteronomy 17:7).

8:12-20
I AM the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness (cf “go and sin no more” from 8:11)
8:30-32
To those who had believed, “If you abide in My word … the truth shall set you free”.  The Pharisees remain in sin and slavery because they refuse to believe Jesus (8:45).

8:51-59
Jesus openly declares that He is I AM (Jehovah).  “Abraham rejoiced to see My day” (8:56) and “before Abraham was born, I AM” (8:58).  The Pharisees understood that He was claiming to be God, and tried to stone Him (8:59).
9:1-41
Sign #6  Jesus gives the blind man sight.  Jesus is the light of the world (9:5).  The blind man “sees” and believes (9:35-39).  The Pharisees question him over and over, but refuse to believe (9:27), choosing to remain in their “darkness” (sin) (9:41).

10:1-18
The Shepherd and the sheep.
I AM the door of the sheep (10:9) – the only way of salvation.
I have come that they might have life and have it abundantly (10:10) – “pasture”.
I AM the Good Shepherd (10:11) – lays down His life for the sheep.
The sheep hear His voice, and follow (10:4) – discipleship.
10:27-30
Our salvation is secure
· I give them eternal life

· they shall never (strong, double negative) perish

· no-one shall snatch them out of My hand

· My Father has given them to Me

· no-one shall snatch them out of My Father’s hand

I and the Father are one – another testimony of the deity of Jesus (for which the Jews tried to stone Him, 10:31, 33)

11:1-46
Sign #7  Lazarus raised from the dead
As with any miracle, the purpose of this sign is that the Father and the Son may be glorified (11:4).

Jesus deliberately delayed two days, until Lazarus had died (11:6).  Notice the believer’s view of death – he is “asleep” (11:11).
Jesus says, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life; He who believes in Me shall live even if he dies … Do you believe this?”(11:25-26)  To which Martha answered “Yes, Lord … You are the Christ, the Son of God …” (11:27).  Jesus was stating that He is God, and has the power and authority to give eternal life (6:40).
Jesus has power over death.  He is the Resurrection, and He Himself will raise the dead on the last day (6:40).  There is a great picture of Lazarus, bound in the cloths, being freed from the bondage of death (11:44).
11:47-57
The religious leaders are concerned that the people will make Jesus king, and the Romans will destroy the nation.  They decide to kill Him, because it is better “for one man to die than for the whole nation” (11:48-50).  This was prophecy that Jesus would die for the whole world (11:51-52, 1 John 2:2).

12:1-8
Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with ointment (preparation for death/burial).
12:12-19
Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem.

12:23-50
Jesus prophesies His death and resurrection.  Yet, the people did not believe in Him (12:36-37).

John 13:1 – 17:26  The Private Ministry of Jesus (Upper Room Discourse)

Jesus now withdraws to the upper room for the Passover, with only His disciples present.  In this section, He starts to teach them “New Testament” truths, about the promises to the Church, rather than about promises to Israel.
13:1-17
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet as an example of love for one another (13:1, 15).  He also teaches that knowing must result in doing (13:3, 5, 17).
13:34-35
The new commandment:  To love one another, as I have loved you.

14:1-31
Jesus goes to prepare our eternal home for us (14:2).  He will return for us (14:3) after He is glorified (13:36).  Jesus came to earth to show us what God is like (14:6-9; 1:14).  Jesus has true fellowship with the Father, abiding in Him.  His words and His works are testimony to this.  In the meantime, He will send the Holy Spirit as a Helper and Teacher (14:16-17, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15).  Remember, too, that the Holy Spirit produces the character of God – righteousness and godliness – in us, so that we can abide in Him.
15:1-17
The Vine and the branches.  It is necessary to abide in Him (fellowship, relationship), in order to produce fruit (15:4-5).  Our fruit is the proof of our discipleship (15:8).  This is by keeping His word (14:23), particularly the commandment to love one another (15:10, 12).  Notice that abiding in Him is an issue of discipleship and fruitfulness, not of salvation.
15:18 – 16:6
Love is in contrast to hate.  Believers are to love one another, but the world hates and persecutes believers.
17:1-26
Jesus’ High-Priestly Prayer
· The hour has come, glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You (17:1)

· Eternal life is to know the Father, through Jesus Christ (17:3, see also 14:6).  Life means to have relationship/fellowship with the Father (1 John 1:3-4).
· Jesus will be glorified, as He had been in glory before the incarnation (17:5)
· Jesus prays that the disciples be unified (17:11), protected from Satan and the world (17:15), and sanctified in the truth of God’s Word (17:17).
· Our love and unity – in truth – shows the love and unity of the Father and the Son, and the Son in us (17:23, 26).
John 18:1 – 19:42
Arrest, Trials and Crucifixion

18:1-11
The arrest.  Note that when Jesus said “I AM” (the name of Jehovah God), the soldiers fell to the ground (18:5-6).  Jesus was demonstrating His power as God.  He could have destroyed them all, but He allowed Himself to be arrested and taken away for crucifixion.
18:12 – 19:16
The trials.  The Jews want Jesus crucified because He claimed to be the Son of God (19:7) and King of the Jews (19:12).
19:17-37
The crucifixion.
Even on the cross, the sign saying “Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews” in Hebrew, Latin and Greek, was a witness to all the people who entered the city (19:20).

Mary, the other women, and John, were standing near the cross (19:25-27).  Even in death, Jesus showed compassion and love for his mother.  This pictures a new “family relationship” between believers, united by love.

The cry “It is finished!” (19:30), signifying that the penalty for sin has been paid.  All things have been accomplished (19:28).  The Greek word for “It is finished” is the same word which was written across a contract/bill when the debt had been paid in full (see Colossians 2:14).
Being already dead, they did not break His legs (Exodus 12:46), but pierced His side instead (Zechariah 12:10), that Scripture would be fulfilled (19:33-37).
19:38-42
The burial.  Notice that Nicodemus (from John 3) was apparently saved, and prepares the body for burial.

20:1-29
The resurrection.

John, running with Peter, sees the empty tomb and believes that Jesus has been raised from the dead (20:8).

Jesus appears to Mary in the garden and tells her that He must ascend to the Father and Your Father (20:17).  The resurrection – the guarantee of salvation – has brought believers into a close relationship with God.
Jesus appears to the disciples, saying “As the Father has sent Me, so I send you” (20:23).
The resurrection is the greatest sign (2:19, Matthew 12:39) – Jesus’ death paid the penalty for sin; His resurrection gives victory over death, and guarantees our eternal life.

20:30-31
The purpose of the gospel.

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

21:1-14
Jesus appears on the beach, and tells the disciples to cast their net.  He is reminding them that they will be “fishers of men”.
21:15-19
Peter’s restoration.  As Peter denied Jesus three times, the Lord asks Peter three times whether he loves Him.  He is told to “feed the sheep” (ie the work of the Good Shepherd, 10:9) and is told that he will die by crucifixion (ie like Christ – greater love has no-one than this, than to lay down his life for his friends, 15:12-13).  Finally, Jesus says “Follow Me!” – the same command He gave when He called the disciples at the beginning.  This is true discipleship.
21:25
Jesus did many things, which would fill many books, but these are written that you might believe …
Application

Jesus is God.  He is our Creator and Lord.  He has a claim over our lives.

He demands a response – believe in Him and receive eternal life, or suffer judgement and the wrath of God.

Eternal life is to know God and have a relationship with Him.  Jesus offers abundant life on earth, and eternal life in heaven.

We must abide in Christ – keep His Word, love one another, and be productive as we serve Him.

We are His witnesses – as the Father sent Him, so Jesus has sent us.

ACTS

	Author
	Luke

	To
	To all people

	Date
	c62 AD

	Theme
	The beginning and growth of the Church

	Key Verse
	You shall receive power … and you shall be My witnesses (Acts 1:8)

	Key Words
	Holy Spirit, signs and wonders


Background

Acts is a transitional book, moving from the Age of Israel (Jews, Law, Old Testament) to the Church Age (Church, grace, New Testament).

After rejecting and crucifying their Messiah, Israel was given 40 years to repent.  They did not, and Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and the Jews scattered throughout the whole world.

Instead of Israel, God is now using a new “people” to be His ministers and witnesses in the world – the Church.  The Church is made up of all believers in the Church Age (from Pentecost until the Rapture) – both Jews and Gentiles.
Theme

Acts tells of the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower the disciples, to teach them, and to help them be witnesses for Christ to the world.
The disciples are now called “apostles” (those who are “sent out”) to fulfil the Great Commission to take the gospel to Jerusalem first, then to Judea and Samaria, and then to the Gentiles in the uttermost parts of the earth.  The transition from Israel to the Church is very clearly shown in the divisions of the book (gospel preached to Jews, Samaritans, Gentiles) as well as in the ministries of Peter to the Jews (Acts 1-8) and Paul to the Gentiles (Acts 9-28).
Whereas the gospel of Luke was “Part 1” of Luke’s record of all that Jesus began to do and teach, the book of Acts is “Part 2” of Luke’s record showing how the Holy Spirit, through the Church (Christ’s body), continues His work.
Outline
1 - 7
Witness to the Jews in Jerusalem.

8 - 9
Witness to Judea and Samaria.

10 - 28
Witness to the Gentiles in the uttermost parts of the earth.
Key Passages and Main Teachings

Acts 1 - 7
Witness to the Jews in Jerusalem.
1:1-26
The Great Commission and Ascension
The gospel of Luke is an account of what Jesus began to do (1:1), Acts is what the Holy Spirit continues to do.  Jesus remained on earth for 40 days after the resurrection.
Jesus tells the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit has come upon them.  Notice the expectation of the kingdom – “Is it at this time that You are restoring the kingdom?” (1:6).  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is clearly linked with the kingdom (Matthew 3:2, 11).
The disciples are given the Holy Spirit (and power) so that they can be His witnesses to the Jews, Samaritans and the Gentiles all over the world (1:8; Matthew 28:18-20).
Jesus ascends to heaven in the clouds.  He will return the same way to receive His church to Himself (1:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

The disciples remain in Jerusalem until Pentecost (another 10 days later).
2:1-13
Pentecost (50 days after Passover), the Outpouring of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is poured out upon the disciples.  They hear a great noise like a wind, tongues of fire rest on their heads, they were baptised and filled with the Holy Spirit, and began speaking in tongues (2:4).  These tongues where known languages, which were understood by all the pilgrim Jews visiting Jerusalem from foreign countries for the feast of Pentecost.
The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of God
· The outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2 is a partial fulfilment of Joel 2:28-32 and Matthew 3:2, 11.  These prophecies say that the Messiah will pour out the Holy Spirit upon His people when He comes to establish the kingdom of God on earth.

· The kingdom was offered to the nation Israel by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:2), by Jesus (Matthew 4:17), and by the disciples (Matthew 10:7).  But Israel refused to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah (Matthew 12:23-24, 28).
· The kingdom is being offered for the last time to the nation Israel in Acts (2:38; 3:19-21; 5:29-32), but the religious leaders again refused.  As a result, the offer of the kingdom was removed from Israel (Matthew 21:43).

· The kingdom (in a spiritual sense) was then given to the Church, through the Holy Spirit, producing the character of God within our hearts (Romans 14:17, Galatians 5:22-24 cf 21b; see also Matthew 5:3-10, Luke 17:20-21).
· In Acts, tongues are a visible witness to the Jews that the kingdom was moving from the Jews (Israel) to the Gentiles (Church).  Israel and the Old Covenant (the Law of Moses) were being (temporarily) set aside, and the Church and the New Covenant (the Law of the Spirit) were being introduced.
· Because God is faithful, He will keep His promises to Israel.  The literal kingdom will be established at the Second Advent.  During the Tribulation, God will judge the nation Israel (Joel 2:1-11), they will be called to repent (Joel 2:12-13), Jesus the Messiah-King will return to earth (Joel 2:31), the Jews who repent and call upon His name will be saved (Joel 2:32), and He will pour out His Spirit upon His people (Joel 2:28-29).
The Holy Spirit and Tongues
· God warned Israel that He would bring a foreign army – speaking languages which they did not understand – to judge them for their disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:49, 64; Isaiah 28:11-13).
· Tongues were a sign to unbelieving Israel (1 Corinthians 14:21-22, quoted from Isaiah 28:11-12).

· Israel had just rejected and crucified their Messiah Jesus (2:36).  Through tongues – a foreign language – God was warning them that they had to repent, otherwise judgement was coming (2:40; 3:23).
· But the Jews did not repent, and the nation Israel was destroyed and scattered throughout the whole world by the Roman army in 70AD.  Notice that God gave Israel 40 years to repent (40 is the Biblical number of testing or trial).

· There are four instances of tongues in the book of Acts.  In Acts, tongues are a visible sign to the Jews that the Holy Spirit and the kingdom is “being given” to the Jews first (2:4-6), then to the Samaritans (8:14-17), then to the Gentiles (10:45-46).  The kingdom has moved from Israel to the Church.  This is the outline given in (1:8).  There is one other instance of tongues (19:1-7), when the disciples of John the Baptist believed that Jesus was the Messiah.  This is probably completing the transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament, showing that people who believed in the Messiah in the transitional period are now entered into the Church by the baptism of the Spirit.

Interesting points:

· The “great noise like a wind” (2:2) is the Holy Spirit.  Compare this to Ezekiel 37:9-14 (“the breath of God” giving life to the dead bodies) and John 3:8 (the analogy of the wind and the Holy Spirit).

· The “tongues of fire” (2:3) could be the fulfilment of Matthew 3:11 (“baptism of the Spirit and fire”).  In this context, fire obviously represents the divine presence (cf Exodus 3:2, the burning bush).

· “Every man hearing in his own language” (2:8) is symbolic of the whole book of Acts – that the gospel would go out to all the Gentile nations.  It is prophetic that believing Jews and Gentiles will be united in the Church, thereby reversing the judgement at Babel (Genesis 11) where languages were confused and the nations separated.

· Three ministries of the Spirit are mentioned in Acts:  baptism (1:5), filling (2:4) and tongues (2:4).  In the Church Age, every believer receives six ministries of the Spirit:

· Regeneration – being born again as a son of God, with eternal life (Titus 3:5; John 3:5)

· Baptism – being entered into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13)

· Sealing – being sealed as God’s own possession, with the guarantee of redemption (2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30)

· Indwelling – the Holy Spirit lives in every believer for the purpose of fellowship and power (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19)

· Gifting – every believer is given at least one spiritual gift for ministry (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)

· Filling – the Holy Spirit fills us to give power and produce the character of God in our lives (Ephesians 5:18)
2:14-47
Peter preaches to the Jews
This generation of Jews was under a curse for rejecting and crucifying their Messiah (2:40; Matthew 27:25).
The nation Israel was called to repent (plural = the nation) (about rejecting/crucifying the Messiah Jesus), be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ (ie acknowledge Him as Messiah) and receive the Holy Spirit (2:36-38).  If the nation did repent, the Messiah would come and establish the kingdom (3:19-21).  
(Note Luke 3:3; Acts 13:24 “preaching a baptism of repentance for Israel for the forgiveness of sins”.)

The result:  over 3000 believed (2:41).  Compare this to “greater things than these” (John 14:12 cf John 12:37).
The beginning of the church – devoted to teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, prayer, togetherness, sharing all things in common (2:42-47).

3:1-11
Peter and John heal the lame man.  Also many signs and wonders (2:43).

3:12-26
Peter preaches.  The promise of the kingdom.  Repent, so that times of refreshing may come and that He may send Jesus … (3:19-21).

4:1-31
Peter and John are arrested.  Peter preaches to the religious leaders who command them not to speak in the name of Jesus

· salvation in no-one else (4:12)

· we must obey God rather than men (4:19; 5:29)
· prayer to speak the Word of God with confidence despite threats (4:29)

4:32 – 5:16
Ananias and Sapphira.  The believers were sharing all things in common.  But Ananias and Sapphira were judged for lying, greed and deception.  The power of God is demonstrated within the church.  Many miracles and healings followed.  The power of God is demonstrated outside the church.

5:17-42
The apostles are again arrested, but released from prison by an angel. They teach in the temple and are again brought before the Council.  Peter again preaches to the religious rulers (5:29-32).

6:1-7
Deacons.  Deacons are appointed to serve the widows, so that the apostles can devote themselves to prayer and the Word of God (6:4).

6:8 – 7:60
Stephen.  Preaches to the Council.  God appointed Moses as a deliverer, but the Jews rejected him, in the same way they rejected Jesus (7:25, 27, 35, 39, 51).  Stephen is stoned (the first martyr).  He sees Jesus standing at the right hand of the Father.  Saul (Paul) is present.
Acts 8 – 9  Witness to Judea and Samaria.

8:1-4
Persecution and scattering.  From that day, strong persecution started in Jerusalem, so that many believers moved away from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria (8:1) where they preached the Word (8:4).  Hence the gospel starts to spread according to the Great Commission (see 1:8).
The Samaritans were despised by the Jews.  When Assyria carried the 10 tribes (the Northern Kingdom) of Israel away into captivity in 721 BC, they left some Jews in the land but brought in many Gentile captives from other countries to live in the land.  Over the years, they probably intermarried, so the Samaritans were partly Gentile/partly Jew.  The Jews hated the Samaritans because they were “unclean”.
8:5-25
Phillip preaches in Samaria.  Many believe and are baptised.  Peter and John (Jewish apostles) go to Samaria, pray and lay hands on the believers, and they receive the Holy Spirit.  This is proof that the Holy Spirit has been given to the Samaritans, and they are now part of the kingdom of God (1:8, 2:39).
8:26-40
Phillip preaches in Judea (ie between Jerusalem and Gaza).  The Ethiopian eunuch believes and is baptised.  It is interesting that there is no mention that the Ethiopian eunuch receives the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps because he was a convert to Judaism (8:27), and is therefore already regarded as a “Jew”.  It is interesting, though, that he was a eunuch (castrated male), and therefore was excluded from “full worship” in the temple by the Law of Moses (Deuteronomy 23:1).  In grace, the Lord has once again made it possible for “the outcasts” to be a part of the kingdom of God.
9:1-30
A man called Saul becomes Brother Paul (retold in 26:12-18)
· Saul was a Pharisee (Philippians 3:5-6), one of the leaders persecuting the church (8:3, 9:1-2).
· Saul hears the Lord, and is blinded (9:4-5, 8).

· Ananias lays hands on him, his sight is restored, he is filled with the Spirit, and baptised (9:17-18).
· Soon after, Saul started preaching in the synagogues in Damascus and Jerusalem (9:20, 28).
· But due to persecution, he is sent away to Tarsus (9:30).

· God’s purpose is that Paul will be the apostle to the Gentiles (9:15).

9:31
Summary:  The church throughout all Judea, Galilee and Samaria continued to increase …

Acts 10 – 28  Witness to the Gentiles in the uttermost parts of the earth.

10:1-48
The Holy Spirit is poured out upon the Gentiles:  Cornelius, a Roman  centurion.
· Cornelius has a vision and is told to bring Peter to his house (10:3-6), so that he and his household might be saved (11:14)
· Peter has a vision about the unclean animals.  In 10:15, God says “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy”.  This vision is indicating that the Gentiles are no longer to be treated as unclean “dogs” to the Jews (10:28, 35).

· Cornelius’ relatives and close friends (10:24), hearing the gospel message (10:43), believe (11:17).  Then they receive the Holy Spirit (10:44-46) and are baptised (10:47-48).
· The Jews who witnessed this were amazed, because the Holy Spirit had been given to Gentiles.  Again, tongues are a witness to Jews.

Notice that Peter was the instrument God used to send the gospel and the gift of the Holy Spirit to all three groups of people:  Jews (2:38), Samaritans (8:14), Gentiles (10:44).  This is the fulfilment of Peter “having the keys to the kingdom” (Matthew 16:19).  But we will see shortly that Paul now becomes the prominent apostle, taking the gospel further out to the Gentiles.
11:1-30
The spread of the gospel to the Gentiles at Antioch
Peter is challenged by the believers in Jerusalem about going to the Gentiles.  He explains to them that God has opened the way.

Some Jews start preaching to Gentiles in Antioch, and many are saved (11:20).
Barnabas gets Paul, and takes him to Antioch, where they teach in the church for a year.

Believers are first called “Christians” (followers of Christ) in Antioch (11:26).

12:1-24
Peter is released from prison by an angel
Herod kills James (the apostle, not the brother of Jesus), and arrests Peter.

The church is praying for Peter (12:5).

An angel releases Peter from prison, and he goes to the prayer group.

Herod accepts praise “a god and not a man” and is eaten by worms and dies because he didn’t give glory to God (12:22-23).
12:25 – 14:28
First missionary journey (46-48 AD)
Paul, Barnabas and John Mark

· Antioch (Syria) – laid hands, sent away (as “apostles”/missionaries).

· Salamis (Cyprus) – synagogue.
· Paphos (Cyprus) – Bar-Jesus Jewish false prophet/magician is blinded, proconsul believed.
· Perga (Pamphylia) - John Mark deserted them (13:13, 15:38)
· Pisidian Antioch (Pisidia in Galatia) – synagogue, message on Son of David (13:23, 33), resurrection and gospel (13:38-39).  The crowds believed, but the Jewish leaders rejected.  Paul stated that they will now preach to the Gentiles (13:46-48).
· Iconium (Lycaonia in Galatia) – synagogue, many Jews and Greeks believed.  They tried to stone them, fled.

· Lystra (Lycaonia in Galatia) – healed lame man.  Crowd worshipped them as Greek gods (14:11-13).  Jews came from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium and stoned Paul (14:19).

· Derbe (Lycaonia in Galatia) – preached the gospel to the city and made many disciples.

· Lystra, Iconium and Pisidian Antioch – encouraged the disciples and appointed elders (14:22-23).

· Perga (Pamphilia) – spoke the Word

· Antioch (Syria) – return to base church.
15:1-35
The Jerusalem Council

Jewish believers came saying Gentile believers “must be circumcised, or you cannot be saved.” (15:1) and “be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses” (15:5).
Paul and Barnabas go to Jerusalem and meet with the church.  The decision of the Council is abstain from things sacrificed to idols, blood and things strangled, and fornication (15:29).
The Law of Moses was for Israel.  In the Church, we are not under the Law.
15:36-40
Paul and Barnabas split
Paul and Barnabas disagree about taking John Mark on the second missionary journey, because John Mark deserted them in Pamphylia (13:13).  (Paul later restores John Mark, 2 Timothy 4:11).

Barnabas takes John Mark.  Paul takes Silas.

15:40 – 18:22
Second missionary journey (49-52 AD)
Paul, Silas (and Timothy)
· Antioch

· Derbe and Lystra (Lycaonia in Galatia) – Paul found Timothy (Greek father) and took him with them.  Paul had Timothy circumcised so that Paul could minister to the Jews (principle of not offending unnecessarily, 1 Corinthians 9:20).
· They desired to go to Bithinya (Asia Minor), but the Spirit did not permit them (16:6-7).

· Troas (Mysia) – vision of man entreating them to come to Macedonia (16:9-10).
· Philippi (Macedonia) – Lydia, seller of purple fabrics was saved.  Paul and Silas cast the demon out of the prophesying slave girl, and they were beaten with rods and thrown in jail.  The Philippian jailer is saved (16:30-34).

· Thessalonica (Macedonia) – synagogue, many believed.  The religious Jews form a riotous mob and drag some of the believers before the city authorities.
· Berea (Macedonia) – synagogue.  The Bereas “received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so” (17:11).

· Athens (Achaia/Greece) – The Greeks enjoy philosophy and learning of “new” things (17:21).  Paul preaches about the “unknown God” and the Creator, Judge and resurrection.  Two are saved.
· Corinth (Achaia/Greece) – synagogues.  The Jews rejected, so he said he will go to the Gentiles (17:6).  Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months.  Aquila and Priscilla go with Paul to Ephesus.
· Ephesus – synagogue.  Paul promised to return to them.  Aquila and Priscilla stay in Ephesus.
· Caesarea to Jerusalem church to Antioch.

18:24 – 19:8
The disciples of John the Baptist receive the Holy Spirit

Apollos was a great Bible teacher who had been well-trained in the Old Testament.  He was in Ephesus, preaching accurately about Jesus, but had not heard of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (18:25).  Aquila and Priscilla taught him accurately.  Apollos then went to Corinth (18:27).
When Paul came to Ephesus, he met some disciples (probably of John the Baptist).  He asked them if they had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit when they believed (19:4).  (Paul was finding out whether they had believed before Pentecost – Jewish Age – or after Pentecost – Church Age).  They said that they didn’t even know that the Holy Spirit had come.  They were only aware of John the Baptist’s ministry.  Paul told them about Jesus.  They were immediately saved and water baptised.  Paul then laid his hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues and prophesied.
This passage shows that the transition from the Old Testament (prophecies of the “Messiah”) to the New Testament (Jesus resurrected and glorified, and the Holy Spirit given) is now complete.

From now on tongues are not mentioned as outward proof that the Holy Spirit is given at salvation, even though many people are being saved.  The sign is no longer necessary, because it is now clear that all believers – whether Jews, Samaritans or Gentiles – do receive the Holy Spirit at the moment they believe.  The transition or change from the Old Testament (Israel) to the New Testament (Church) is complete.

18:23 – 21:17
Third missionary journey (53-57 AD)

Paul (and others along the way)
· Antioch

· Regions of Galatia (Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch) and Phrygia (Colossae, Laodicea) – strengthening the disciples.
· Ephesus – (See discussion in the previous section.)  Paul met the disciples who did not know that the Holy Spirit had been given, they believed in Jesus, were baptised in water, and received the Holy Spirit (19:1-7).  Paul stayed in Ephesus for three years.  He performed many miracles in Ephesus.  Many people repented of their demonic magic (19:19) and idol worship (19:26).  The idol makers of the goddess Artemis (Diana) cause a riot and some of the disciples are arrested.
· Region of Macedonia (Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica) – exhorted the believers.
· Region of Greece (Athens and Corinth) – Paul stayed three months.

· Region of Macedonia (Thessalonica, Berea, Philippi).  Note that “us” (20:4-5) indicates that Luke was travelling with Paul.

· Troas – Paul gave a long sermon until midnight and Eutychus fell from the window and died, Paul raised him from the dead (20:7-12).
· Miletus – Paul called the elders of Ephesus (50km) and exhorted them to shepherd the church and beware of false teachers (20:28-30).
· Tyre – the disciples here told Paul through the Spirit not to go to Jerusalem (21:4).

· Caesarea – Agabus, the prophet, told Paul that he would be arrested in Jerusalem and delivered to the Romans (21:11).

· Jerusalem

21:20 – 28:31
Paul is imprisoned in Jerusalem, Caesarea, Rome
Paul (and others) take a vow, and go to the temple “until the sacrifice was offered for them.” (21:26).  Paul is probably out of the will of God, having been warned not to go to Jerusalem, and having gone back to the Law of Moses and sacrifices.

The Jews, with a riotous crowd, seize Paul and beat him.

The Roman commander, seeing the riot, takes Paul back to the barracks.

Paul delivers a sermon to the Jews gathered, about his conversion experience on the road to Damascus (22).
The Roman commander calls the religious leaders to hear their accusations against Paul.  Paul says that he is on trial for the hope of the resurrection, causing a division between the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

That night, the Lord appears to Paul and says that he will witness at Rome (23:11).

The Jews conspire to murder Paul, so the Roman commander sends him to the governor, Felix in Caesarea.

Felix hears the accusations against Paul.

Felix also hears the gospel from Paul privately many times, hoping for a bribe (24:24-26).
After two years, Festus replaces Felix as governor.

Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favour, offers to send Paul to Jerusalem.  Paul appeals to Caesar, which means he must be sent to Rome (25:11).

King Agrippa (great grandson of King Herod the Great) comes to visit Festus, and Paul has an opportunity to present his case to him.  Agrippa’s response:  “In a short time, you would convince me to become a Christian.” (26:28)
Paul is put on a ship to Rome, but it is carried by a storm and shipwrecked.  God tells Paul that all 276 people on the ship will be saved – but they must trust Him! (27:24-25).
On Malta, Paul survives the snake bite (28:6) and heals many people (28:8-9).

Paul was imprisoned in Rome for two years, teaching both Jews and Gentiles, and writing the prison epistles.
Even though Acts stops here, it seems that after Paul was released, he went on a fourth missionary journey.  It is likely that he went to

· Spain (based on his intention in Romans 15:24, 28).

· Crete (Titus 1:5).

· Miletus (2 Timothy 4:20).

· Colossae (Philemon 22).

· Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3).

· Philippi (Philippians 2:23-24, 1 Timothy 1:3).

· Nicopolis (Titus 3:12).

· Rome (where he was again arrested and executed in c67AD).

Application

We are to continue the ministry of Jesus in this world – as His witnesses, making disciples and teaching all people about Him.

All believers in the Church Age receive the Holy Spirit at the moment they believe.  We are to rely upon His power to work through us.

The church should have unity and love for one another, as brothers in a family (see Acts 2, John 17).
INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS (EPISTLES)

As the gospel spread throughout the world, the believers and the new churches started to have many questions, problems and persecutions.  Paul, Peter, John and others wrote letters to these churches giving answers to their questions and problems, teaching them what they needed to know about God’s purpose for them, and encouraging them in the true faith – especially in the face of persecution and false teachers.  These letters were copied and circulated amongst the churches, so that other churches could also learn what the apostles had written.  Later, these letters were assembled into what we call the New Testament.
ROMANS

	Author
	Paul (dictated to Tertius)

	To
	The church in Rome (mainly Gentiles)

	Date
	c58 AD

	Theme
	Righteousness by faith

	Key Verse
	For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

	Key Words
	righteousness, faith, justification


Background

Romans was probably written from Corinth during the third missionary journey.

Theme

The theme of Romans is the righteousness of God by faith.
The book of Romans is a doctrinal outline of how God’s righteousness was satisfied by the death of Jesus (doctrine), and how we must let the Holy Spirit live through us so that His righteousness is demonstrated in our lives (application).
Righteousness can only be attained by faith (believing God’s promises in His Word, and depending upon Him for salvation and the Christian life), rather than by our own works (such as trying to keep the Law of Moses).
Outline
1:1 – 1:17
The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel by faith.
1:18 – 3:18
Condemnation of all men.

3:19 – 5:21
Justification of the sinner by faith.

6:1 – 8:39
Sanctification of the believer.

9:1 – 11:36
God’s plan for Israel.

12:1 – 15:13
How we should live (the righteousness of God manifest in our lives).
15:14 – 16:27
Conclusion.
Key Passages and Main Teachings

Romans 1:1 – 1:17  The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel by faith.
Paul is an apostle of the gospel to the Gentiles.  He is under obligation to preach the gospel because it is the power of God for everyone who believes (1:16) because it reveals the righteousness of God (1:17).  We must be saved by faith, and must live by faith.  The only way we can be acceptable to God is by faith – to believe God and depend upon Him, not upon ourselves (Hebrews 11:6)
Romans 1:18 – 3:18  Condemnation of all men.

The wrath of God is revealed against all unrighteousness.  Anything which is not by faith will “fall short” of the righteous standard set by God.
· against people who reject God’s revelation in creation, worshipping the creature rather than God, rejecting the truth and choosing a life of sin (1:18-32).  Those who do not believe the truth are “without excuse” (1:20).
· against self-righteous people, who judge others yet practice sin themselves (2:1), especially the Jews who depend upon their good works, trying to keep the Law of Moses to make them righteous, but do not fulfil it (2:13)
· against all people, because everyone is condemned under sin, whether Jew or Gentile (3:9-20, 23)

Romans 3:19 – 5:21  Justification of the sinner by faith.

Righteousness comes by faith alone in Jesus Christ alone by grace alone (3:21-26).

· apart from the Law (3:19-21, 28)

· apart from works (eg Abraham/circumcision) (4:2-5).  If we depend upon our own works to be saved, God will give us the “wages which are due to us” – death! (6:23).
As a result

· we are justified (declared righteous) by faith (3:24)
· we have peace with God (we who were once enemies of God, are now reconciled) in Christ (5:1)
· we are introduced into grace (receiving the blessings of God) by faith (5:2)

· we have hope and assurance, because God will glorify us (5:2)
Application of this hope/assurance:
· we can rejoice in sufferings and persecutions (5:3, see also 8:16-18)

· we will be delivered from the wrath of God (5:9)
· we will receive eternal life (5:10)

This is all because of the work of Jesus Christ.
Whereas sin came through Adam (5:12); righteousness, life and grace came through Jesus Christ (5:17).
Note:  All people are sinners, and condemned by the justice of God.  It is the grace and mercy of God which allows anyone to be saved.  Everyone deserves condemnation, but some are saved – by grace.

Romans 6:1 – 8:39  Sanctification of the believer

6:1-11
Sanctification in Christ at salvation:  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.
In the Church Age, all believers receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment they believe.  This places us into union with Christ, in His body (1 Corinthians 12:13).  As a result, we share everything that He is, including His death, burial and resurrection (6:3-5).  In Christ, we have died to sin and (will be) raised to eternal life (6:6-13).

6:12 – 8:13
  Sanctification during this life:  Separation from sin.
Because we are united with Christ, we share His death and resurrection.  We have died to sin, and should not let sin reign over us, even though our inner desires may want to sin.  There is a battle between the old self and the new self (7:15, 18, 22-23).  We have His life, and should live new lives of righteousness (6:6-13).
How do we do this?  If we try in our own strength, we will fail! (8:8).  But if we allow the Holy Spirit, who indwells us, to live His life through us, then He will produce His righteousness in our lives (8:10-13).  He has the power of the resurrection life (8:11) and He is the Spirit of holiness (set apart to God) (1:4).
Being led by the Spirit – depending upon Him, trusting Him, living by faith – is proof that we are sons of God (8:14-16).

8:14-39
Sanctification when we are resurrected:  Glorification.
We will be resurrected and glorified with Christ.
· we will be set free from this body of death and corruption (7:24)

· we will receive new bodies (8:23, 1 Corinthians 15:51-53)

· we will be conformed to the image of Jesus – this is sharing His glory (8:29, 18, 30).  We will be “just like Jesus” (1 John 3:2)
This is the hope (assurance) that we have and eagerly wait for!  Our salvation and destiny is sure because
· God has given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee (8:23, Ephesians 1:13-14, 2 Corinthians 1:22)
· whom God foreknew, He predestined, called, justified, and has already glorified (8:29-30)
· God the Father has justified us (declared us righteous), and no-one can challenge Him (8:31-34)

· God the Holy Spirit prays for us (8:26-27)

· Christ prays for us (8:34-35)

· nothing can separate us from the love of God, because we are “in Christ”, God’s own Son (8:38-39)

Romans 9:1 – 11:36  God’s plan for Israel.

Romans 9 – 11 are parenthetical, dealing with Israel.  But a principle does flow from Romans 8 – nothing can separate us from the love of God; in the same way, nothing can separate Israel from the love of God.  Israel was chosen by God as His “chosen people”, and they always will be.  God is faithful to keep His promises!  The theme that righteousness comes by faith also runs through these chapters.
Remember, Israel as a nation has constantly rejected Jesus as their Messiah-King – from the preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:7-9), to Jesus (Matthew 12:24, 28), to Paul (Acts 13:46).  Because of their unbelief, God has (temporarily) rejected Israel (Matthew 23:38-39), and the nation was set aside, and a new people – the Church – was established as God’s chosen people on earth.
But what about God’s promises to Israel?  If these are not fulfilled, is God still righteous? (9:14)

The blessings of God belong to Israel:  adoption as sons, glory and presence of God amongst His people, covenants, Law, temple service and promises, the fathers whom God chose, and Christ Himself was a Jew (9:4-5).

But “true Israel” (9:6) is
· not based on human lineage from Abraham (eg Isaac, not Ishmael) (9:7-9).  The selection was based on the promise of God (ie by faith, those who believe the promises of God!)
· not because of works, ie good or bad things they had done (eg Jacob, not Esau) (9:10-13).  The selection was based according to the sovereign purpose of God.
God’s choice doesn’t depend on man, but on God’s own sovereign purpose (9:16).  He endured the rebelliousness of unbelieving Israel so that, once Messiah Jesus had come, He could offer His righteousness and glory to Gentiles. (9:22-24) – to anyone who received it by faith!
Gentiles attained righteousness by faith, but Israel (who were pursuing righteousness by keeping the Law) did not attain righteousness (9:30-33).
Israel is trying to keep the Law, but by their own works, fail to attain the true righteousness of God, which comes by faith in Jesus (10:3-4).

To attain righteousness is not difficult – but it must be received by faith, not by works.  Believe that Jesus is Lord (descended from heaven) who has been raised from the dead (ascended from the abyss).  (In Deuteronomy 30:11-15, this quote says that the answer is near – there is no need to go searching across heaven and the seas).
They will be saved, because they call upon the Lord, because they have believed, because they have heard, because preachers taught them, because preachers have been sent to them (10:13-15).  This is the Great Commission, and our responsibility.  Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (10:17).

God has offered salvation to Israel, but they have rejected Him.  So the gospel has gone out to the Gentiles. (10:18-21).  But God has not rejected Israel totally.  He has kept a remnant who believe (through faith, by grace, not by works) (11:5-7, 11-12).

As a result of Israel’s rejection, the gospel has come to the Gentiles, who have been “grafted into the olive tree” (10:16-24).  We should show mercy to Jews, pray for them, and witness to them so that they might be saved (10:1, 28, Genesis 12:3).
But God will fulfil His promises to the nation Israel at the Second Advent, when they will acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah, and He will restore them as His chosen people (11:26-29, 12).

Romans 12:1 – 15:13
How we should live (the righteousness of God manifest in our lives).

Romans 9 – 11 are parenthetical.  We last saw in Romans 8, that we are to be sanctified – we are to live holy lives, which demonstrate God’s righteousness.  Therefore (12:1), how are we to live?

Towards God (12:1-2)

· by giving ourselves to Him as living and holy sacrifices

· by allowing the Word of God to change the way we think (and act)
· by not being conformed to the things of the world
· so that we know and do the will of God – and are acceptable (“righteous”)!

Towards the church (12:3-8)

· by remembering that we are part of Christ’s body

· by using our spiritual gifts to minister to others

Towards others (12:9-21)

· by helping other believers, with an attitude of love and humility
· by not seeking revenge, especially towards unbelievers

Towards governments (13:1-8)

· by submitting to authority

· by remembering governments are ministers of God to punish evil and maintain peace and freedom

· by doing our duty as good citizens

Towards society (13:8-14)

· by having love for others
· by not being involved in immorality and ungodly behaviour

Towards weaker believers (14:1 – 15:13)
The context is those who think you should/shouldn’t observe holy days and/or eat meat sacrificed to idols (14:6, 14).

· by not judging or being critical of weaker believers – Jesus will be our judge (14:10-12).
· by not offending weaker believers (applying the law of love – even though it is ok for me to do it, I won’t, so that I don’t offend my brother)

· by having confidence that what we do is right (according to the will of God)
· by seeking to build each other up

· by having the same attitude of love and humility that Jesus had

· by striving for unity in the church

Romans 15:14 – 16:27  Conclusion.

Paul closes the letter by encouraging the believers in Rome.  He tells them of his plans to go to Jerusalem, then on to Rome and Spain, asks for prayer, and sends greetings.
Application

The righteousness of God comes only by faith.  We cannot add any of our works, or do anything in our own strength.  We must depend upon God only, believing His promises to us.
To receive His righteousness in salvation, we must have faith (ie believe) that Jesus died for our sins.
To live a life which is righteous, we must live by faith, believing the promises in His Word and allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us to produce His righteousness.
1 CORINTHIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Corinth (Greeks)

	Date
	c56 AD

	Theme
	God’s answer to problems in the church – unity and love for one another, imitate Christ rather than men.

	Key Verse
	“I exhort you, brethren … that you all agree and there be no divisions among you” (1 Corinthians 1:10)

	Key Words
	love, one (unity)


Background

Corinth was a major city in Greece, which had many traders and visitors passing through it.  It was a very immoral city, with a strong influence of the Aphrodite cult and temple prostitutes.  Greeks were also well known for their philosophy and human wisdom.

Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months during the second missionary journey.  On his third missionary journey, while in Ephesus, Paul had heard reports about problems in the Corinthian church, and they had sent him letters asking questions about various issues.  Paul wrote 1 Corinthians in reply to these problems and questions.

The Corinthian church had many divisions, because they had set their eyes on men and human wisdom, not on Christ.  Because of this, they had become arrogant, did not have love for one another, and were abusing many of their spiritual gifts.

Theme

One Lord, one Spirit, one body – unity and love for one another.
Outline

1:1 – 1:9
Introduction.

1:10 - 4:21
Divisions in the church.
5:1 – 6:20
Moral problems in the church.

7:1 – 7:40
Questions on marriage.

8:1 – 11:1
Questions on meat sacrificed to idols.
11:2 – 14:40
Corrections in public worship.

15:1 – 15:58
Questions on the resurrection.

16:1 – 16:4
Giving.

16:5 – 16:24
Conclusion.
Key Passages and Main Teachings

1 Corinthians 1:1 – 1:9  Introduction.

Note that Paul calls those in the Corinthian church “those who have been sanctified in Christ, saints by calling” (1:2) and “you shall be confirmed blameless when Jesus comes” (1:7-8).  Even though they were carnal in practice, he was challenging them that they should live holy lives, because they are God’s holy people.
1 Corinthians 1:10 - 4:21  Divisions in the church.

But there were divisions and quarrels in the church.  They lacked unity because they followed men rather than Christ.
Greeks were impressed by philosophy and human wisdom.  It was easy for them to follow after men, and take the emphasis away from Christ.  But Paul points them back to Christ, the cross, and the power of God (1:17-18, 31, 2:6).  This is true wisdom, the wisdom which only the Holy Spirit can reveal (2:12-14).  But, while they allow sin to reign in their lives, they are carnal, and do not let the Holy Spirit control their lives.

As a result

· they cannot receive the deeper truths about the Word of God, which are revealed by the Holy Spirit (3:2).
· it leads to arrogance, lack of love, and divisions amongst the church (3:4).

· they lose eternal rewards, because their works are all based on human effort, rather than in the power of the Holy Spirit (3:10-15)
· it destroys the unity and effectiveness of the local church, and will lead to judgment of those who cause division.  “You (plural) are a temple of the Holy Spirit … and you are destroying the temple” (3:16-17)

The summary:  Let no one boast in men … you belong to Christ (3:21-23).
Paul then exhorts the troublemakers not to be arrogant (4:6).  Instead, they should imitate him as he imitates Christ (4:16-17).
1 Corinthians 5:1 – 6:20  Moral problems in the church.

5:1-13
The problem of sexual immorality
The city of Corinth was very immoral.  Sex outside of marriage was very common.  In fact, they used sex as part of the worship of false gods, and the temple of Aphrodite (the goddess of sexual love) had 1000 temple prostitutes.  When these people became Christians, this immoral behaviour stayed with them in their Christian lives, and caused many problems in the church.  One example was the man who was having a sexual relationship with his father’s wife (5:1).

This seems to be compounded by an attitude that said “Our sins have been forgiven.  We live in grace.  Therefore we can do whatever we want!”  They were boasting in their sin (5:2, 6).

Paul’s response was to tell the church to remove the sinner from their midst (5:5, 12-13).  This is because sin spreads to others, just as yeast spreads through dough.  We are to be holy and blameless, like Christ (5:7).  Note that we are to forgive and restore fellowship when a sinner repents (2 Corinthians 2:6-8).
6:1-8
The problem of lawsuits amongst believers

Believers were taking other believers to court, even before unbelieving judges.  This is a bad witness, because it is showing unbelievers that believers do not have love for one another.

Paul’s response is that they should take their disputes to wise men within the church, or better still, forgive each other in love.

6:9-20
The problem of sexual immorality

Paul exhorts the believers to stay away from sexual immorality because
· the unrighteous shall not inherit (receive) the kingdom of God (6:9-10)

· we are no longer unrighteous, but we are holy (sanctified) (6:11)

· we are to be self-controlled (not mastered by any sinful habit) (6:12)
· we are members of Christ’s body, not members of prostitute (6:15-16)
· God the Holy Spirit indwells our bodies, so we are to be holy (6:19)

· our bodies belong to God, because He has bought them (6:19-20)

1 Corinthians 7:1 – 7:40  Questions on marriage.

The proper sexual relationship is within marriage.
The key word in this passage is the word “remain” – don’t seek change, remain in that situation in which God has called you (7:17, 20, 24).
To unmarrieds (virgins) and widows:

· If they have self-control, it is better for them to remain unmarried (7:8) because they can devote themselves fully to the Lord (7:32) and because persecution made life difficult in Corinth (7:26).

· But if they marry, it is not sin (7:28, 39).
· It is good not to marry (if God has called you to this) (7:1, 7), and it is also good to marry (7:2, Genesis 2:18) – according to what the Lord’s purpose is for you (7:17).

To believers married to believers:

· There should not be any divorce (7:10).  Marriage should be for life (7:39).  This is God’s ultimate purpose.  Jesus added that adultery provided grounds for divorce (Matthew 5:32, 19:9).  But reconciliation and forgiveness is better, if possible.
· If there is divorce, let them remain unmarried or be reconciled (7:11)

To believers married to unbelievers:
· If the unbelieving spouse wants to stay, remain married (7:13).  One believer in a family “sanctifies” the family, and provides an influence where other family members might be saved (7:14, 16).
· If the unbelieving spouse wants to divorce, let them leave (7:15)
1 Corinthians 8:1 – 11:1  Questions on meat sacrificed to idols.

In Corinthian temples, animals would be sacrificed to idols.  The meat would then be served in temple “restaurants” (8:10) or sold in the market place (10:25).  This caused many problems for believers, who weren’t sure whether it was ok to eat meat sacrificed to idols.  Believers who knew it was ok – because everything belongs to God - ate, but this caused many “weaker” believers who saw them eat, to stumble in the faith.

This also caused the stronger believers to become arrogant (8:1), not caring about the weaker believers.  Instead, they should have shown love, and not caused the weaker believers to stumble in their faith.  See also Romans 14:2, 21.

This is the difference between the law of liberty (which says we are under grace, we have freedom in Christ) and the law of love (which says that we must be careful not to make another brother stumble).

9:1-23
Paul illustrates the law of love, by showing that he is entitled to receive money as an apostle, but he chose not to, so as not to cause a hindrance to the gospel (9:12).  For the sake of the gospel, to Jews he became like a Jew, to Gentiles he became like a Gentile, to the weak he became weak, etc (9:19-23).

9:24 – 10:12
If we don’t show self-control (failing the law of liberty), we can be disqualified from receiving rewards (9:25, 27, 10:6).  If we become arrogant (failing the law of love), we will fall (10:12).
Even though Israel had many spiritual blessings, they

· craved (ie lack of self-control) evil things (10:6) (such as foods they had in “Egypt”)

· worshipped idols (the golden calf) then sat down to eat (possibly meat sacrificed to idols?) (10:6-7, Exodus 32:5-6)
· were involved in immorality with the Moabite women (cult prostitutes?) and the idols of Baal Peor (10:8, Numbers 25:1-3)
· tried the Lord by arrogantly speaking against God and His provision of manna, desiring Egypt instead (10:9, Numbers 21:4-6)
· grumbled when Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On arrogantly exalted themselves and demanded the priesthood (10:10, Numbers 16:10).
The parallels to Corinth are obvious – the dangers of idolatry, the lack of self-control and arrogance.
10:13
A great promise!  God won’t allow any temptation to come upon us which we are not able to endure.  If we have self-control (ie not pleasing our own selfish desires) and a humble attitude (ie depending upon God), we will not sin.

10:14-22
The Corinthians are told to flee from idolatry.  Even though idols are “nothing”, eating meat sacrificed to idols is actually sharing in demons.

10:23 – 11:1
It is ok to eat any meat sold in the markets, without asking questions (10:23).  But if someone tells you that this meat has been sacrificed to idols, don’t eat, so you don’t offend their conscience (10:28).

Obviously, this principle can be applied to anything we eat, drink, say or do – everything we do must honour God, but as far as possible, we are not to do anything which offends any person, (10:31-32).

1 Corinthians 11:2 – 14:40  Corrections in public worship.

11:2-16
The order of authority, submission and head coverings in public worship
In Corinthian culture

· women wore head coverings and veils as symbols that they were in submission to their husbands – he was their authority.  (We see similar customs with Muslim women in the world today).

· it was a shame for a woman to have short hair – usually prostitutes would have their heads shaved.

Paul is addressing the wider principle that women should have an attitude of submission.  In Christ, men and women are equal.  But our roles in life are different.  Man – who was created first – is the head, the authority who leads, loves and provides for his wife.  Woman – who was created as a helper and companion for man – submits, helping and serving with her husband.

In the Trinity, the Father and the Son are both equal, but the Son submits to the Father, because their roles are different.  It is the same with men and women.
In church services, therefore
· men should not have their heads covered (11:4)

· women should be in submission to their husbands (11:10).  This is demonstrated by either having a head covering (11:5) or by having long hair, which is given to her as a covering (11:15).
Note:  If any one in inclined to be contentious … (11:16) indicates the attitude of rebelliousness which existed at Corinth.

11:17-34
Divisions and the Lord’s Supper.

The Corinthian church would have a meal before the Lord’s Supper.  But there were divisions in the church, and some were not waiting for others so that some were drunk and some were hungry.
We come together to observe the Lord’s Supper to remember

· the Lord’s body (bread).  This reminds us that Jesus was God who became man.  He lived a life of righteousness without sin, so that He could offer His body as “the Lamb of God without spot or blemish”.  Finally, His body was “broken” to pay for our sins.
· the Lord’s blood (wine/grapejuice).  This reminds us that Jesus suffered and died for our sins.  It is basis of the New Covenant, that God has forgiven sins forever.
We share in the Lord’s Supper “until He comes” to receive us (His body) to Himself. It is therefore a proclamation of thanks, unity and hope.

But the Corinthians were doing this with divisions (lack of unity) and lack of love.  For this reason, many were sick or had died (11:30).  Paul told them to examine their lives (and confess any sins, 1 John 1:9) so that they would not be disciplined.
12:1 – 14:40
The use and abuse of spiritual gifts
The Corinthian church had many problems in the use (or abuse) of spiritual gifts within the church.  Many of the people desired the “sign gifts”, such as tongues and miracles/healings because they saw these as being more important.  It was an attitude of arrogance, which led to further divisions and lack of love within the church.
Paul outlined some principles:
· There is one Spirit, one Lord, one God, one common good (12:4-7).  There must be unity in the church if God is at work!

· All believers are baptised by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ (12:13, 27).  We are united with Christ, and with each other in His body.  There must be unity in the body!
· All members of the body of Christ are important and necessary for the correct operation of the body (12:25-26).  There must not be arrogance and division!
· Just as each part of the body has a different function, there are varieties of gifts (eg not everyone will speak in tongues, 12:30).

· All gifts must be used in an attitude of love (13:1-3).  Love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  We can’t say we are using a spiritual gift or ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit if we do not have love.
· The gifts of revelation (prophecy, tongues and knowledge) are temporary, but love, faith and hope will last forever (13:8-10).
· All spiritual gifts are given for the building up of the whole body, not for individual benefit (14:12, 26, Ephesians 4:12).

· The “greater gifts” are those which build up the whole body – gifts of teaching (12:31, 28).
· Prophecy (telling the Word of God, which has been revealed to you, “thus says the Lord…”) and tongues (speaking in a “foreign” language) are contrasted:

· Prophecy is greater than tongues because it teaches the whole church (14:4).

· Tongues should only be used where there is an interpreter present, so the tongue can be translated (14:5).  Note that tongues were actual words, not just “babbling noise” (14:19).
· Tongues are a sign to unbelievers (14:21-22).  Remember, tongues were a sign to the nation Israel that they must repent, because the nation would soon be judged by a foreign army, speaking foreign languages (Isaiah 28:11-13).
· Paul’s summary for public church services:
· Everything must be done for building up the church (14:26).

· Everything must be done in order, one person speaking at a time, not all in confusion (14:27, 30, 33, 40).

· Women should not exercise roles of authority over men (eg teaching) (14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:11-12).
· Remembering again, as he started the chapter, “Pursue love!” (14:1)  Everything must be done in an attitude of love (13:1-3).
1 Corinthians 15:1 – 15:58  Questions on the resurrection.

Many Greek philosophies deny resurrection.  These teachings also affected the city of Corinth.
Paul argues that the resurrection is central to the gospel and our faith (15:3-4).  Without the resurrection of Jesus, we are still dead in our sins.  If there is no resurrection, then there is no salvation and we have “believed in vain” (15:2, 17).
But Christ has been raised – Him first as the firstfruits, then the church (His body) at the Rapture, then the Old Testament believers (15:20, 23-24).

At the resurrection, this body of flesh will be changed into an eternal, spiritual body of glory (15:42-44).  For the church, this will happen at the Rapture, when the Lord Jesus comes to take us (His body) to be with Him forever (15:51-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

This is our reward – our glorification.  It should motivate us to persevere in serving God (15:58).

1 Corinthians 16:1 – 16:4  Giving.

Give as God has prospered you (16:4), from a willing heart (2 Corinthians 9:7).  This is for the needs of other believers – in this case, the church at Jerusalem.  This, too, is a manifestation of love and unity with other believers in the body.
1 Corinthians 16:5 – 16:24  Conclusion.

Exhortation:  be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, be men of courage, be strong (16:13).

Application

We must follow Christ, not men or human wisdom/philosophy.
We must have unity and love for one another, because we are His body.

As far as possible, don’t offend others by the things we do or say.  Everything we do must glorify God.
The gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit must be used, in love, to teach, encourage and serve those in the church.

2 CORINTHIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Corinth (Greeks)

	Date
	c57 AD

	Theme
	Paul’s life and ministry are the defence of his apostleship.

	Key Verse
	“For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and especially toward you.” (2 Corinthians 1:12)

	Key Words
	minister/servant, boasting


Background

Some of the believers in the church at Corinth - who were carnal, arrogant, divisive, immoral - refused to accept the words of Paul.  They had not repented of the problems which he addressed in his first letter to the Corinthians (12:20-21).  In addition, they had allowed false teachers (Judaisers) to come in (11:3-4, 13, 22), who had exalted themselves (11:12b) and were saying that Paul was not really an apostle (10:10).
Therefore, in 2 Corinthians, Paul writes to them with the authority of an apostle, yet with the compassion and exhortation of a friend.  But he warns them, that if they do not repent, he will not spare them when he comes again (13:2, 10)!
Through the letter, Paul shows them that his apostleship and ministry is not for his own motives or in his own confidence or strength, but from God and for God (see 1:12, 2:17, 12:19).  He shows them that his personal life amongst them and his ministry are evidence of his integrity.
Theme

Paul’s life and ministry are the defence of his apostleship.

Outline

1:1 – 1:11
Greetings.

1:12 – 7:16
Paul’s example in life and ministry.

8:1 – 9:15
Giving for the saints.
10:1 – 13:10
God’s grace is sufficient – do not boast in yourself.
13:11 – 13:14
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

2 Corinthians 1:1 – 1:11  Greetings.

Paul begins a very personal letter, where he expresses both authority (“an apostle of Christ Jesus”) and compassion (“the Father of mercies and God of all comfort”).  He stresses that God gives us comfort in our sufferings and trials.
The reason we suffer is so that we learn to trust in God, rather than (exalting) ourselves (1:8-9, 12:9-10).

The reason we are comforted is so that we may comfort other believers who are suffering (1:4).
2 Corinthians 1:12 – 7:16  Paul’s example in life and ministry.

Paul explains how his ministry, life and motives are from God and for God (1:12).  He is not “boasting” for himself, as the false teachers do (2:17).  Instead, he ministers
· with a clear conscience (1:12)
· in holiness (1:12)
· in godly sincerity (1:12)
· in the grace of God (not in human wisdom) (1:12)
· in love (2:4)

· with a forgiving spirit (2:7)

· with compassion (2:7)

· in obedience (2:9)

· for Christ (2:17)
Paul had intended to go again to Corinth.  He warns them that it would have been a “sorrowful visit”, and he would have chastised them (1:23).  This he does, not with an attitude of “lording it over them”, but with humility and love, seeking joy from their obedience (2:4).
Notice the thread linking 2:17 and 12:19.  Paul is serving God in humility and grace, not like the false teachers who have wrong motives, and arrogantly criticize Paul.  The following examples of ministry are a parenthesis.  Paul concludes in 12:19ff that when he comes again, if they have not repented, he will exercise the full authority of his apostleship and not spare any!
Paul now shows how the different aspects of his ministry also demonstrate his integrity, reminding the Corinthians that they share in this ministry.
3:1-18
We are ministers of the New Covenant
We are ministers of a new covenant (3:6), which is written on our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit in us brings life (2:16, 3:6), righteousness (3:9), and glory (3:8) – transforming us into the image of Christ (3:18).  This is far greater than the old Law of Moses, and the Jewish false teachers who were trying to enslave these believers under the Law.
4:1-6
We are ministers of Christ

We are ministers of the gospel of Christ (4:4, 6).  This gospel reveals the glory of Christ to unbelievers, shining as a light.
4:7 – 5:8
As ministers, we will suffer
We suffer as ministers, so that we trust in God, not in ourselves (4:7-10, 1:9).  We are not to become discouraged (4:1), but look to the future rewards (4:16-18).  We know that, even if we die, we will be “absent from the body, but face to face with the Lord” (5:8).  When this happens, we will be glorified with Him, because the Holy Spirit has been given to us as a guarantee of our resurrection to life and glory (5:4b-5, 1:22, Ephesians 1:14).
5:9-13
As ministers, we must be pleasing to Him
We must please Him in all things (5:9).  We will all appear before the Judgement Seat of Christ (5:10).  Therefore, we know the fear of the Lord and should live in sincerity and with clear consciences. (5:11).
5:14-21
We are ambassadors for Christ
We are Christ’s representatives on earth.  We should not live for ourselves, but for Him (5:15).  We are ministers of reconciliation, telling people that they can have peace with God through Jesus Christ.  To unbelievers, forgiveness of sins (5:19); and to believers, an exhortation to holiness (6:1 – 7:1) that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (5:21).
6:1 – 7:1
As ministers, we must be holy
Because we are “new creations” (5:17) and partakers of the new covenant (3:6, 6:16-18), we are to be holy to God.  We are to be separated from unbelievers (6:14) and from anything which defiles (7:1).  Paul was the example to the Corinthians (6:11, 7:2).
7:2-16
The results of Paul’s ministry
There is joy in seeing the results of ministry.  According to the report from Titus, many of the Corinthians repented of their behaviour after reading 1 Corinthians, bringing joy to Paul’s heart.  But others didn’t …
2 Corinthians 8:1 – 9:15  Giving for the saints
Paul encourages the Corinthians to give for the needs of the church at Jerusalem, as they had promised a year ago (1 Corinthians 16:3).  This would be a proof of their obedience (8:8).  The churches in Macedonia provided a wonderful example to follow in giving:
· give yourself to the Lord first (8:5).  This is giving as Christ gave Himself (8:9).
· give sacrificially and generously (8:2).
· give willingly (8:3, 9:7).
· giving is a proof of our love (8:8).
When believers give according to the will of God, God will

· cause blessing for the giver (9:6, 8).

· multiply the gifts (9:10-11).

· cause thanks and glory for God (9:12-13).
2 Corinthians 10:1 – 13:10  God’s grace is sufficient – do not boast in yourself.
The Corinthians were allowing false teachers (Judaisers, 11:22) to deceive them (11:3-4, 13-15), while at the same time rejecting the words of Paul (10:2, 10).  Paul shows that even though he has the authority as an apostle (10:8), he deals with the Corinthians in love and humility (10:1, 11:7).
Paul had reason to boast more highly than the false teachers (11:21).
· because of his Jewish heritage (11:22).
· because of his sufferings for Christ (11:23-33).

· because of the revelations which God made to him (12:2-4, 7).
· because he performed signs and wonders, as a true apostle (12:12).

But he didn’t boast, because he had learned not to exalt himself:  “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (12:9-10).
Just in case people think that Paul has been defending himself, he says that he is speaking in the sight of God (12:19).  As long as Paul knows his life is right before God, that is all that matters.  These things have actually been written for the benefit of the Corinthians, that they may get their lives right before God.

Finally, Paul exhorts the Corinthians to repent of their arrogant, divisive attitudes and their immorality, so that when he comes, he will not have to deal harshly with them (13:2, 10).
2 Corinthians 13:11 – 13:14  Closing.

His final greeting involves the whole Trinity (13:14).

Application
We are all ministers (servants) of God.  Our duty is to please Him in all things, walking in holiness by the Holy Spirit.

We are to depend upon God, not trust (or exalt) ourselves.

Do not become discouraged by suffering.  Suffering develops our faith, and also brings rewards and glory.

GALATIANS
	Author
	Paul

	To
	The churches in the region of Galatia in Asia Minor (Gentiles)

	Date
	c49 AD

	Theme
	You are saved by faith, therefore also live by faith in the power and freedom of the Holy Spirit.  You are not under bondage to the Law of Moses or the traditions of men.

	Key Verse
	“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ … and the life which I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God” (Galatians 2:16, 20)

	Key Words
	faith, bondage/freedom


Background

This is probably the first New Testament book to be written, probably just after Paul’s first missionary journey.  As often happened in the early churches, Judaisers came and confused the new believers, telling them they had to keep the Law of Moses (including circumcision).  Like the false teachers in Corinth, these men also challenged the authority of Paul as an apostle.
Theme

You are saved by faith, therefore also live by faith in the power and freedom of the Holy Spirit.  You are not under bondage to the Law of Moses or the traditions of men.
Outline

1:1 – 1:10
Introduction.

1:11 – 2:21
Paul’s Testimony:  The gospel of faith in Christ is from God, not from men.
3:1 – 4:31
Justification by faith in Christ, not by the Law.
5:1 – 6:10
Live by faith in Christ through the Holy Spirit.
6:11 – 6:18
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Galatians 1:1 – 1:10  Introduction.

Paul starts this letter affirming his calling as an apostle sent by Jesus and God the Father.  Judaisers had come (sent by men in other cities) into Galatia, telling the new believers that they had to be circumcised to be saved, and had to keep the Law of Moses to live as “good Christians” (similar to Acts 15:1).
Paul strongly challenges the Galatian believers in 1:6-9 that they are deserting the true gospel of grace by faith in Christ for false teaching of legalism.  Let anyone who teaches a “false gospel” be accursed!  This is how seriously Paul (and God) views this, because the eternal destiny of people is at stake.  In Romans 4, Paul said that if we add works to grace, it is no longer grace.  This idea is repeated in Galatians 2:21.
Galatians 1:11 – 2:21  Paul’s Testimony:  The gospel of faith in Christ is from God, not from men.
Paul received the gospel by direct revelation from Jesus (1:12), not from men.  He recounts how the church at Jerusalem gave their blessing that Paul might preach this gospel to the Gentiles (2:9-10).  (Note:  This is possibly one year before the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15).
Paul states that even Peter had to be rebuked for hypocritically withdrawing from the Gentiles when the Judaisers came, causing others (even Barnabas) to stumble (2:11-14).
Justification is by faith in Christ, not by the Law (2:16).  No man can keep the perfect righteousness demanded by the Law.  The Law proves that we are sinners.  It therefore condemns us (3:10).  Jesus, as sinless man, satisfied the righteous demands of the Law, and took the condemnation of our sin upon Himself.  Therefore, the Law has been fulfilled and removed, having been nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14).  We are now under a higher Law of the Spirit – producing righteousness and love for one another, and therefore fulfilling the requirements of the Law of Moses.
Also, because we are in Christ, we have been crucified and raised with Him.  Therefore it is no longer we who live, but Christ lives in us (2:20).
We are justified by faith – true righteousness by Christ dying for us (2:16).  We must live by faith – true righteousness by the Christ living in us (2:20).  Righteousness (either in salvation or living the Christian life) cannot come by the Law – if it could, then grace is nullified and Christ died needlessly (2:21).

Galatians 3:1 – 4:31  Justification by faith in Christ, not by the Law.
Paul now gives seven doctrinal proofs of righteousness by faith.

3:1-5
Truth 1:  Salvation is by faith, not works; therefore the Christian life is by faith, not works.  We received the Holy Spirit by faith, so we are to walk by faith.
3:6
Truth 2:  Abraham was saved by faith, not works.  Abraham believed God long before circumcision or the Law were instituted.
3:7-9
Truth 3:  True sons of Abraham are those who have faith in the promise of God.  This is based on the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3), not on the Law of Moses.
3:10-18
Truth 4:  The Law was never designed to save – it was brought in to show man the righteous standard of God, and to show that every man falls short.  The Law, which came 400 years after Abraham, doesn’t nullify the promise of salvation by faith given to Abraham.
3:19-29
Truth 5:  The purpose of the Law was to show men that they were sinners, and to lead them to faith in Christ.
4:1-20
Truth 6:  Those who believe in Christ are sons of God, not slaves to the Law and the traditions of men.
4:21-31
Truth 7:  Believers are sons of promise (through Isaac), not sons of bondage (through Ishmael).
Galatians 5:1 – 6:10  Live by faith in Christ through the Holy Spirit.

Paul now gives five exhortations for the Christian life:
5:1-12
Exhortation 1:  Stand firm by faith in your freedom.  Don’t fall back into bondage to the Law.

5:13-15
Exhortation 2:  Serve others in love.  Don’t use your freedom as a licence to sin.

5:16-26
Exhortation 3:  Live and walk by the Holy Spirit, not by your sinful nature.  It is the Holy Spirit who produces righteousness in our lives, thus fulfilling the Law.

6:1-5
Exhortation 4:  We should restore sinning brothers and help one another bear our burdens.  This is fulfilling the “law of Christ”, to love one another.

6:6-10
Exhortation 5:  Do good to all men, especially believers, so that we can reap spiritual rewards.
Our freedom is not freedom to sin, but to serve and do good.
Galatians 6:11 – 6:18  Closing.

Paul’s closing comments remind us that we are a new creation in Christ – we have died to the world, and live a new life in Him.
Application

Faith is the only thing which achieves the righteousness of God – faith in Jesus saves us; living by faith in Him through the power of the Holy Spirit produces His righteousness and love in us.

EPHESIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Ephesus (Asia Minor)

	Date
	c60 AD

	Theme
	The blessings that we have in Christ

	Key Verse
	“The Father has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Him … Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” (Ephesians 1:3; 4:1)

	Key Words
	in Christ/in Him, one/unity


Background

Paul established the church at Ephesus on the second missionary journey, then stayed for three years on the third missionary journey.
Ephesus was a very rich city, being an important trading city in Asia Minor.  It was famous for its temple of Artemis (Diana).

This book is one of the “prison epistles” – letters which were written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome.

In Revelation 2:1-7 – written by John about 40 years after the book of Ephesians - the church at Ephesus is commended for perseverance in true doctrine.  But it is rebuked for leaving its first love.

Theme

In the first three chapters, Paul emphasizes the blessings we have because of our position in Christ.  God has chosen us as sons of God in Christ, and we have a destiny as sons of God, heirs with Christ.  As a result, we have a responsibility to “walk worthy of our calling”.  The last three chapters deal with how we are to apply these things in our lives.  There is a strong emphasis on the unity of the body – firstly that the Gentiles (“you”) and Jews (“we”) have been made one body, then that the body is to build itself up for service.
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greetings.

1:3 – 3:21
Our position in Christ.

4:1 – 6:20
Our responsibility to walk in a manner worthy of our calling in Christ.

6:21 – 6:24
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Ephesians 1:1 – 1:2  Greetings.

Paul starts with a standard greeting, noting that he says the saints in Ephesus are faithful.
Ephesians 1:3 – 3:21  Our position in Christ.

Paul starts an amazing doctrinal summary of the blessings we have because of our position in Christ.  Note how many times the words “in Christ” or “in Him” are mentioned.
1:3-23
Our blessings in Christ.

In the original Greek, 1:3-14 is one continuous sentence.

“Blessed (worthy of praise) be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Him” (1:3):
· by the Father (to the praise of His glory, 1:6)

· chose us in Christ before the creation of the world

· predestined us to adoption as sons of God through Jesus Christ
· we have received His grace, which he freely gave us in the Beloved

· by the Son (to the praise of His glory, 1:12)

· redeemed us through His blood
· made known to us His purpose to sum up all things (Jews and Gentiles together) in Christ
· gave us an inheritance (as sons of God) in Christ

· by the Holy Spirit (to the praise of His glory, 1:14)

· revealed the truth of the gospel

· sealed us with the Holy Spirit as a pledge that He will redeem us (sons of God) and give us our inheritance
These things have been freely given to us (in grace) because of Jesus Christ.  Because we are “in Him” (in His body, by the baptism of the Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12:13), we share every spiritual blessing with Him.

This is very similar to Romans 8:29-30, where Paul says that God foreknew us, predestined us, called us, justified us and glorified us.  Our destiny is that we will be conformed to the image of Christ, and share everything He is, because we are “in Him”.
Paul wants us to know (1:18-19)
· the hope of His calling (of us)
· the riches of the glory of His inheritance (to us)
· the surpassing greatness of His power toward us – the same power which raised Jesus from the dead, seated Him at His right hand, and exalted and glorified Him far above any other thing.  This is our destiny, because we are in Christ (2:6; Philippians 3:21; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 1 John 3:2-3).

We (Jews and Gentiles together) are His body, the “completeness or fulfilment” of Christ, who fills all in all.  His body is being prepared as His inheritance, His bride and His glory so that He Himself may be fulfilled.
2:1-22
The Gentiles and Jews united into one body through faith in Christ
In this section, note the different uses of “you” (the Gentiles), “the Jews”, and “we” (the Jews and Gentiles together in one body).
2:1-10
We have been saved by grace through faith
· we were dead in sins

· we were in the kingdom of Satan

· we have been made alive together in Christ

· we have been seated with Christ in the heavenlies, so that God might show the surpassing greatness of His riches to us in Christ

· salvation is by grace through faith, not works
· we have been saved to do the good works which God has prepared for us beforehand

Because we are now “in Christ”, you (the Gentiles) have been made one body with the Jews.  We are being built up together as a “holy temple” for God to dwell in (2:21-22).
3:1-21
The building up of the church, His body, in love
In this section, 3:2-13 are a parenthesis.  3:1 flows into 3:14.

The blessings which God has planned for the body of Christ (both Jews and Gentiles, 3:6) was revealed to Paul.  This was a mystery, which was unknown in the Old Testament.

The main thought of the section is Paul’s prayer:
· that we might be strengthened with power through the Holy Spirit in us (3:16)

· so that Christ may dwell (be completely at home) in us through faith (3:17)

· that we may know the love of Christ (3:18-19)
· that we may be filled to the fullness of God (3:19)
Through this, Christ and the Holy Spirit can live in and through us (Galatians 2:20).

Ephesians 4:1 – 6:20  Our responsibility to walk in a manner worthy of our calling in Christ.

The last three chapters deal with practical application in our lives of what we have learned in the first three chapters.  We have been chosen to be “in Christ” (1:4).  God has prepared works for us to do (2:10).  He has given us the Holy Spirit to empower us so that Christ may dwell in our hearts (3:16-17).  Our responsibility is now to walk worthy of the calling and purpose God has for us.
In the church (4:2-16)
· walk with humility, patience and love for one another (4:2)

· live in unity (you are one body under one God)(4:3)

· using our spiritual gifts to equip (prepare) other believers in the church for service (4:11-12, 16)

· so that we will grow to be like Christ in every way (4:13, 15)

In personal life (4:17 – 5:20)
· lay aside the old life of sin (4:22)

· allow your mind (thoughts, attitudes) to be renewed by the Spirit (4:23)

· put on the new self of righteousness and holiness in truth (4:24)

· this new self is to be shown in our speech (cf lying), thoughts (cf anger) and actions (cf stealing) (4:25-32)
· we are to imitate God and walk in love, as Christ loved us (5:1-2)
· walk as children of light (5:8), learning what is pleasing to Him (5:10), understanding the will of God (5:17)
· this is achieved by allowing the Holy Spirit to fill you (5:18)
In the home (5:21 – 6:4)

· remember, the relationship of husbands and wives is a picture of Christ and His bride, the church (5:32).  It must be characterized by an attitude of love and submission (5:21, 33)

· wives should submit to their husbands as unto the Lord (5:22-24)

· husbands should love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave His life for her (5:25-29)
· children should obey their parents (6:1-3)

· fathers should not provoke their children to anger (continual rebuke and criticism, without love and encouragement, Colossians 3:21), but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (6:4)

In the workplace (6:5-9)
· employees should obey and serve their employers “as unto the Lord, as servants of Christ” (6:5-8)
· employers should remember they also have a “Master in heaven”, and treat their employees with respect and fairness (6:9).

In spiritual warfare (6:10-20)

· remember that our lives are spiritual battles – against demons who want us to be disobedient to God (2:2), to live in sin and selfishness rather than righteousness (2:3).

· we are to be strong in the Lord – by the power of the Holy Spirit (6:10, 3:16).
· we are to put on the full armour of God and stand firm against the attacks, persecutions and deceptions of demons (6:11-17).  Notice that the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives is through the Word of God (6:17) – it is “in truth” that He renews our minds and strengthens our faith (4:23-24).
· we are to pray in the Spirit at all times (6:18-20).
· we can stand firm on three things:  the Word of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and prayer.
Ephesians 6:21 – 6:24  Closing.

A blessing of peace, love and grace to those who love the Lord.

Application

We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing because we are in Christ – both in this life and our eternal destiny.  We should thank and praise God for the wonderful things He has done … and will do!
As His body, we are one in Christ.  Therefore His life of righteousness and love for one another must show in and through us.  This can only be done as we surrender our lives to the Holy Spirit, who indwells and empowers us to live for Him.

PHILIPPIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Philippi (Macedonia)

	Date
	c62 AD

	Theme
	Rejoice in every circumstance – even persecution and suffering – because God uses suffering to make us more like Christ.

	Key Verse
	“… that I may know Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” (Philippians 3:10)

	Key Words
	rejoice/joy


Background

Paul established the church at Philippi on the second missionary journey, and visited again on the third missionary journey.  Philippi was a major Roman colony, in Macedonia.

This book is one of the “prison epistles” – letters which were written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome.

Theme

We are to rejoice in every circumstance – even persecution and suffering – because God uses suffering to make us more like Christ.

There is a repeated emphasis throughout the letter to continue in the truth, especially during persecution, so that we will be found “blameless and innocent” in the day of Christ (1:6, 1:9-10, 2:12-16, 3:20-21, 4:1).  This is an encouragement to continue in faithfulness, knowing that there will be reward and joy – for those who don’t shrink back in fear from preaching the gospel – when Jesus returns.
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greetings.

1:3 – 1:30
Endure persecution:  To live is Christ, to die is gain.
2:1 – 2:30
Be like a servant – humble and obedient.
3:1 – 3:21
That I may know Him…
4:1 – 4:20
Don’t be anxious.
4:21 – 4:23
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Philippians 1:1 – 1:2  Greetings.

Paul sends his greetings as a “bond-servant” rather than as an “apostle”.  He is emphasizing his willingness to suffer for the gospel (Paul was now in prison), just like Christ humbled Himself “as a bond-servant”, and to show the attitude the Philippians should have in their Christian lives.  The greeting is addressed to the saints (believers), overseers (pastors/elders) and deacons.
Philippians 1:3 – 1:30  Endure persecution:  To live is Christ, to die is gain.
In this section, Paul exhorts the Philippians to continue in the faith, preaching with boldness and courage, despite persecution and suffering.

Paul thanks the Philippians for their participation in the gospel.  He is confident the Lord will finish His work in them until the end (1:6, 2:13).  He encourages them to continue in love and truth, so that they are found faithful, and therefore rewarded, when the Lord returns (1:9-10).

Paul then tells how God has used his own persecution – being imprisoned – to spread the gospel throughout Rome (1:11-12) and has given many believers greater courage to preach the gospel without fear (1:13-14).  The result:  “Christ is proclaimed, and in this I rejoice!” (1:18b).
Paul knows that, whether he lives or faces death, he will have courage to be a strong witness for Jesus (and not shrink away in fear and shame) (1:19-20, see also 2 Timothy 1:8, 12).  He knows that, either way, he will be “saved” – either by life (to continue preaching) or by death (to be with the Lord) (1:23-26).  The key verse of this section is 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ, to die is gain”.

Finally, Paul hopes they will “stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (1:27), not alarmed by persecution and suffering, because these are part of our “salvation” (1:28-30).  God’s purpose for us is to be “just like Jesus” – this includes sharing His suffering and persecution.  Suffering is a part of our “salvation” – to be “like Christ”.
Philippians 2:1 – 2:30  Be like a servant – humble and obedient.
To be a strong witness, a church must have unity and humility – to regard others as more important than yourself (2:2-4).
Christ is our example of humility (2:5-10) – even though He was God, He humbled Himself as a servant, by becoming a man and dying on the cross.  As a result, God exalted Him for His obedience.
Paul exhorts the Philippians to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (so that they are not put to “shame” by losing rewards because they were not faithful, when Christ returns) (2:12-16).  God the Holy Spirit works in and through us – it is our “shame” when we are not obedient to allow Him to work (1:19-20).

Philippians 3:1 – 3:21  That I may know Him…
Paul warns the church about Jewish false teachers, and urges them not to put confidence in their own abilities.  Instead, their goal should be to know Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings (3:8, 10).  This is maturity – being like Christ in every way.  This will be completed when Christ returns, and gives us a glorified resurrection body, just like His (3:20-21, 1 John 3:2).
Philippians 4:1 – 4:20  Don’t be anxious.
Rejoice in the Lord always (4:4).

Don’t be anxious, worried or fearful – instead, pray and the peace of God will guard your hearts (4:6-7).

Let your mind dwell on pure things (4:8).

Be content in your circumstances, because God strengthens you (4:11-13).
God will supply all your needs (4:19).
Philippians 4:21 – 4:23  Closing.

Even some of Caesar’s household were saved.
Application

Suffering is a part of our “salvation” – the process of being made “like Christ”.  Knowing this, we should learn to rejoice and be content in all circumstances.

God uses all circumstances to achieve His purpose (1:12, Romans 8:28-29).

We are to have an attitude of humility, obedience, and servanthood (as Jesus did) – with peace and joy, because we know that God will reward us.
COLOSSIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Colossae (Asia Minor)

	Date
	c61 AD

	Theme
	Living a life worthy of Christ, who is pre-eminent above all.

	Key Verse
	“Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord … who has first place in everything” (Colossians 1:10, 18)

	Key Words
	first (pre-eminent), knowledge, wisdom, understanding, mystery


Background

The church at Colossae seems to have been established by Epaphras (1:7-8), who was a convert from Paul’s third missionary journey to Ephesus.
The church at Colossae had many problems from false teachers, both from Judaizers (who proclaimed ceremonial traditions and legalism) and “gnostics” (who proclaimed secret knowledge, mysteries and philosophy as a way of “enlightenment”) (see description of gnostics in 1 John).
This book is one of the “prison epistles” – letters which were written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome.

Theme

Living a life worthy of Christ, who is pre-eminent above all.
Outline

1:1 – 1:8
Greetings.

1:9 – 1:29
Walk worthy of the Lord, who is first place in everything.
2:1 – 2:23
Knowing Christ is the answer to false doctrine.
3:1 – 4:6
Keep seeking the things above …
4:7 – 4:18
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Colossians 1:1 – 1:8  Greetings.

Paul gives thanks for the Colossians’ faith, love and hope (1:4-5).

Colossians 1:9 – 1:29  Walk worthy of the Lord, who is first place in everything.
Paul prays that the Colossians may know God’s will so that they walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in everything (1:10)

· bearing fruit in good works (1:10)

· increasing in the knowledge of God (1:10)

· strengthened with God’s power (1:11)

· enduring with patience (1:11)

· giving thanks to God for our salvation and the hope of our inheritance (1:12).
We have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, which is the kingdom of His beloved Son (1:13).  We are citizens of heaven, therefore must walk worthily (see 3:1, Philippians 3:20).
Why is Christ worthy?  Because He is pre-eminent and has first place in everything (1:18b):
· He is the visible (exact) image of the invisible God (1:15, 2:9, Hebrews 1:3, John 1:1, 14).  He is God.

· He is the first-born (pre-eminent) of all creation (1:15).  As the “first-born Son”, He receives first-place in the Father’s inheritance and blessings.

· He is the creator of all things (1:16, John 1:3).  All things have been created by Him and for Him.
· He existed before all things (1:17, John 1:1-2).  He is eternal “I AM”, the Word who created all things.
· He sustains all things (1:17).
· He is the head of the body, the church (1:18).

· He is the first-born from the dead (1:18, 1 Corinthians 15:20).

· The fullness of deity dwells in Him (1:19, 2:9).

· He has reconciled all things to God, through the blood of His cross (1:20).

Jesus Christ wants us to be holy and blameless (1:21-23, Ephesians 5:27).  We are His body (and will become His bride).  He wants a bride which is pure and undefiled.  Therefore, He wants us to live lives which are worthy and pleasing to Him, so that we are not ashamed at His coming (1 John 2:28-29, Philippians 2:12-16).
This is also Paul’s goal:  Teaching and admonishing, so that every man may be presented complete in Christ (1:28-29).  Part of our “completion” is by suffering (1:24), which refines us and makes us depend upon God in faith.
The character and life of Christ is being formed within us.  Through the Holy Spirit, Christ’s righteousness (which is “holy and blameless”) is being manifest in us (1:27, 3:1-4, Galatians 2:20 and 4:19, Ephesians 3;16-17 and 4:24).
Colossians 2:1 – 2:23  Christ is the answer to false doctrine.

The key verse in this section is 2:8, which warns against being “taken captive” by philosophy (human wisdom), deceptions, traditions of men, and basic principles of Satan’s world system (pleasing self/sin) rather than to Christ, who is pre-eminent, all-sufficient and central to everything.
Remember that the church at Colossae had many problems from “gnostic” false teachers who proclaimed secret knowledge and mysteries, and also from legalistic Judaizers.
Paul shows that

· Christ Himself is the true knowledge (“epignosis”) of God’s mystery, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (2:2b-3).

· Christ is the fullness of deity in bodily form.  In Christ, we have been made complete (“fullness”) (2:9-10).  False teachers deny the incarnation (deity and virgin birth) of Christ (1 John 4:1-4).
· Christ is the head over all spirits/demons (2:10, 15) whom the gnostics worshipped (2:18).  Demons encourage false teaching, to draw people away from the truth (1 Timothy 4:1-5, 1 John 4:1-4).
· we have been baptised into Christ, and share His death (forgiveness of sins) and resurrection (life and power) (2:11-13).
· Christ has removed the condemnation of the Law of Moses (2:14).
· only by “holding fast to the head” (Christ), can we grow in true knowledge (2:19, 2b-3)
Because we have died with Christ (2:20)
· we are not bound by the Law of Moses (food, drink, festivals, Sabbath days) (2:16, 21).

· there is no benefit in “false” wisdom, human religions and traditions and human works of self-righteousness (2:18, 23, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

Colossians 3:1 – 4:6  Keep seeking the things above …

Because we have been raised with Christ (3:1)
· we are to set our minds on the things above, where Christ is seated.  We are united with Christ, therefore we must think and live like Him (3:1-4).
· we are to consider ourselves dead to sinful desires (because we have died with Christ) (3:5-9).
· we are to put on the “new man”.  This is the new nature, the life of Christ in us, through His Word (3:10-17).
Similarly to Ephesians, Paul gives directions for wives, husbands, children, fathers, employees, employers, and our interaction with the world (3:18 – 4:6).
Colossians 4:7 – 4:18  Closing.

A long list of greetings and encouragement from those working to those in the church.

Note that the letters which were sent to a church were often copied and circulated, so that other churches could learn from them (4:16).  This is how all the “books” of the New Testament were eventually collected together.
Application

Christ is pre-eminent – above all things in every way – He is worthy of praise and worship.  He also deserves a body (and bride) which is “perfect, holy and blameless”, just as He is.

Therefore, we are to live our lives in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in everything.  The way we do this is by knowing the Word of God, and allowing the Holy Spirit in us to live the life of Christ through us.

Anything that does not put Christ in His proper place – of pre-eminence – is false teaching/evil.
1 THESSALONIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Thessalonica (Macedonia)

	Date
	c51 AD

	Theme
	The Lord is coming to take us to Himself and to sanctify us totally.

	Key Verse
	“For you are our glory and joy … in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming” (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

	Key Words
	at the coming of the Lord Jesus


Background

Paul stayed briefly (only a few weeks) in Thessalonica on the second missionary journey, where it was unsafe due to the riotous mob (Acts 17:5, 10).  Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica from Athens (3:1-5).  Paul went on to Corinth, where he stayed 18 months, during which time he wrote 1 Thessalonians.  2 Thessalonians was sent about six months after that.
There was a lot of persecution in this young church.
It seems that some of the believers had quit their jobs and stopped working, expecting that the coming of the Lord was near.  This was causing them to be undisciplined, lazy, rely upon other believers for charity, and become busy-bodies (4:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12).

Theme

The Lord is coming to take us to Himself and to sanctify us totally.
Outline

1:1
Greetings.

1:2 – 1:10
Jesus is coming, to deliver us from the wrath to come.
2:1 – 2:20
Jesus is coming to reward and glorify His church.

3:1 – 3:13
Jesus is coming to present us holy and blameless to the Father.

4:1 – 4:18
Jesus is coming to take His body home to be with Him always.

5:1 – 5:24
Jesus is coming to sanctify us entirely – in body, soul and spirit.

5:25 – 5:28
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

1 Thessalonians 1:1  Greetings.

A simple greeting.
1 Thessalonians 1:2 – 1:10  Jesus is coming, to deliver us from the wrath to come.

Despite the persecution they suffered, the Thessalonian believers received the Word with joy, and were a great testimony to believers everywhere (1:6-8).  They had allowed the Word to change their lives – from worshipping idols to serving God (1:9).
They are waiting for Jesus to come, to deliver them from the wrath to come (1:10).  This is the Rapture of the Church (when Jesus comes to take His body – all believers – home to heaven, John 14:3), followed by the 7-year Tribulation (when God will pour out His wrath upon the unbelieving world, Revelation 16:1).
1 Thessalonians 2:1 – 2:20  Jesus is coming to reward and glorify His church.

Paul praises the Thessalonians for the way they received the Word (2:13) and endured suffering (2:14).  Even Paul was forced to leave Thessalonica because of the persecution from the Jews (2:15, Acts 17:5).
Our converts – who continue steadfastly in the faith – will give us glory and joy and reward when the Lord returns (2:19-20).  This will be at the Judgement Seat of Christ, shortly after the Rapture, when He prepares the body as His bride.  Our bad deeds will be purged, and our good deeds will be rewarded (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Revelation 19:7-8).
1 Thessalonians 3:1 – 3:13  Jesus is coming to present us holy and blameless to the Father.
After leaving, Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to strengthen the new believers, so they wouldn’t be discouraged by persecution (3:1-5).

Paul encourages them to continue in the faith and love for one another, so that they may be “blameless and holy” at the coming of the Lord Jesus (3:12-13).  This again refers to the Judgement Seat of Christ, just after the Rapture.  If we “walk worthy of the Lord”, we will be presented “holy and blameless” before Him; our deeds will remain; and we will receive much reward (Colossians 1:21-23).  However, if we don’t walk worthily, we will have shame at His coming; our deeds will be burned up, and we will lose reward (1 John 2:28-29).
1 Thessalonians 4:1 – 4:18  Jesus is coming to take His body home to be with Him always.

Knowing this, we are to live lives which are holy, separated from sin (4:3-8).

Paul told the Thessalonians to continue love for one another, to lead quiet lives, to work to provide their own needs (4:9-12).  Apparently, there were some in the church who were undisciplined, lazy, busy-bodies (2 Thessalonians 3:6-15).

The Thessalonians were apparently concerned about those believers who had died (“asleep in Christ”).

Paul tells them:

· don’t grieve, as if we have no hope (4:13).
· Jesus will bring the souls of those believers who have died, with Him when He comes (4:14).

· the (bodies of) dead believers shall be resurrected first, then (the bodies of) those believers who are alive when Christ returns will be caught up (“raptured”) into the clouds and changed (into immortal resurrection bodies) (4:15-17).
· we shall all go to be with the Lord forever (4:17).

· this fact should give us comfort and hope as we eagerly wait for the Lord (4:18).

This is the Rapture of the Church, when Jesus will come to take His body (all believers in the Church Age, since Pentecost until the Rapture) to be with Him forever.  When a believer dies, his soul goes immediately into the presence of the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:6-8, Philippians 1:23).  At the Rapture, all Church Age believers will receive immortal, resurrection bodies (4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:50-57).
1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 5:24  Jesus is coming to sanctify us entirely – in body, soul and spirit
The Day of the Lord (the Tribulation, when the wrath of God is poured out upon the unbelieving earth) will come after the Rapture.  It will come as a surprise to unbelievers, who do not expect it (5:1-3).

But believers are not like unbelievers.  By nature, we are sons of God, sons of light.  We are to be “watching” (waiting for the coming of the Lord) and “self-controlled” (living holy lives, without sin) (5:4-22).
God will make us “totally holy – in body, soul and spirit” so that we will be “complete and blameless” when the Lord comes (5:23).  He will do it when we are glorified in resurrection, but He wants us to show it now in our lives, through His Holy Spirit (4:8).
1 Thessalonians 5:25 – 5:28  Closing.

Read this letter (the Word of God) to all the brethren!
Application

The Lord is coming to take us to Himself, so we – as His body and bride – will be with Him forever.
We should wait eagerly for this – Come, Lord Jesus, come!

If we live holy and faithful lives, we will be rewarded when Jesus comes.

We should not grieve for believers who have died, because we know they are in the presence of the Lord now, and will be resurrected with us at the Rapture.
2 THESSALONIANS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	The church at Thessalonica (Macedonia)

	Date
	c51 AD

	Theme
	A reminder that the Lord is coming, and that we are to live faithful lives until He comes.

	Key Verse
	“Stand firm, and hold to the things you were taught by us” (2 Thessalonians 2:15)

	Key Words
	peace/comfort


Background

2 Thessalonians was written about six months after 1 Thessalonians, while Paul was at Corinth during the second missionary journey.

There was a lot of persecution in this young church.

The church had received false letters – claiming to be from Paul – that the Lord Jesus had already come, and that they were now in the Tribulation period, experiencing the wrath of God (2:1-2).
1 Thessalonians emphasizes the Rapture; 2 Thessalonians emphasizes the Second Advent.
Theme

A reminder that the Lord is coming, and that we are to live faithful lives until He comes.
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greetings.

1:3 – 1:12
Be faithful.  Jesus will repay those who persecute you when He comes.

2:1 – 2:17
Don’t be deceived or disturbed - the Day of the Lord has not yet come.

3:1 – 3:15
Keep working and do good until the Lord comes!
3:16 – 3:18
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

2 Thessalonians 1:1 – 1:2  Greetings.

A simple greeting.

2 Thessalonians 1:3 – 1:12  Be faithful.  Jesus will repay those who persecute you when He comes.
Paul praises the Thessalonians for their faithfulness in the midst of persecution (1:4).  They suffer so that they may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God (1:5) – this brings glory to Jesus (1:11-12).
He reassures them that Jesus is coming to give relief to all believers (1:7) and punish all unbelievers (1:6) on earth during the Tribulation (1:8) and in eternity (1:9).  Note, in eternity, all unbelievers will suffer “eternal destruction”, which is separation from the presence and glory of God forever (1:9).  This is not annihilation, but “eternal death” (separation from God, Matthew 25:41).  In contrast to believers, who have “eternal life” (living in fellowship with God, Revelation 21:3).

Before we continue, it is useful to revise the sequence of prophetic events.

· We are currently living in the Church Age, from Pentecost until the Rapture.  This is when all people who believe, whether Jews or Gentiles, are entered into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13).

· The next prophetic event is called the Rapture, when Jesus comes to take His body home.  This is a split-second event seen only by believers as we go up to Him “in the clouds” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-54).  The Rapture is called the “day of Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8), when He will deliver us from “the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10).

· After the Rapture – with the restraining influence of believers and the indwelling Holy Spirit removed – evil will run rampant throughout the earth.  Antichrist will come to power, and rule the whole world.  During this time, God will pour out His wrath upon all unbelievers on earth (Revelation 16:1).  This is called the Tribulation, a period of 7 years (Matthew 24:9, 21).
· At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus will come again in what is usually called the Second Advent.  Jesus will come down to earth (not just in the clouds), to Jerusalem, and every eye will see Him (Matthew 24:29-30).  He will come in glory and power as King of Kings and Lord of Lords to destroy antichrist, all world powers, all world armies, and all unbelievers (Revelation 19:11-21).  The Tribulation and the Second Advent are called the “day of the Lord” (2:2), a time of judgement.
· Jesus will then rule on earth as King for 1000 years.  This is called the Millennial Kingdom.

· At the end of the Millennium, He will judge all unbelievers at the Great White Throne judgement.  All unbelievers will be cast into the lake of fire, where they will suffer and be separated from God forever.

· God will then destroy the existing universe (2 Peter 3:10) and create a new universe (Revelation 21:1) where all believers will live with Him forever (Revelation 21:3).

2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 2:17  Don’t be deceived or disturbed - the Day of the Lord has not yet come.

False letters had been circulated saying that the Rapture had come (2:1), and that they were now in the Day of the Lord (Tribulation) (2:2).
Paul tells them not to be deceived or disturbed because the Tribulation will not come until
· the Rapture comes first (2:3).  The word “apostacy” literally means “departure”.  Some have taken this verse as a “departure from the faith” or “backsliding”, but the whole context of 1 and 2 Thessalonians makes “departure of the church from the earth” or “Rapture” much more likely.
· then the antichrist is revealed (2:3).  In 2:6-8, Paul says the antichrist cannot be revealed until that which restrains him is “taken out of the way” (that is “removed” or “departs”, see 2:3).  What restrains the antichrist now?  It is the Holy Spirit, indwelling all believers in the church.  When the church is removed at the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will also be removed.  With the restraining influence gone, the antichrist will come to power, and evil will run rampant throughout the earth.

During the Tribulation, the antichrist will deceive people into believing that He is the Christ (Messiah).  He will say that He is God.  He will come with signs and wonders.  Unbelievers will be deceived, and worship him. (2:4, 9-11).
As promised in 1:6, 8, God will judge unbelievers during the Tribulation, and repay them for persecuting believers (2:12).  The wrath (anger) of God will be poured out upon the earth during the Tribulation.
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to stand firm in the truth, because they are destined for salvation (sanctification by the Spirit, and faith in the truth) and to gain the glory of Jesus Christ (2:13-17).
2 Thessalonians 3:1 – 3:15  Keep working and do good until the Lord comes!

It seems that some of the Thessalonian believers had quit their jobs and stopped working, expecting that the coming of the Lord was near.  This was causing them to be undisciplined, lazy, rely upon other believers for charity, and become busy-bodies.  Paul rebukes them (3:6, 10-12), but encourages the others to continue in good works. (3:13).
2 Thessalonians 3:16 – 3:18  Closing.

So that they would know that this was not a counterfeit (2:2), Paul wrote this letter in his own handwriting.  Often, he would dictate a letter, but then write the closing greeting in his own handwriting.  This was like a “signature” on a letter.
Application

We are to remain faithful and busy doing good works until Jesus comes.

We are to trust in the Word of God, and not be deceived or disturbed by false teaching.

God is faithful, and will come at the appointed time to deliver us and repay unbelievers for persecuting believers.
1 TIMOTHY

	Author
	Paul

	To
	Timothy, a young pastor trained by Paul

	Date
	c63 AD

	Theme
	The correct functioning of the local church.

	Key Verse
	“I write so that you may know how people ought to conduct themselves in the church of God” (1 Timothy 3:15)

	Key Words
	godliness


Background

Timothy was a young man from Lystra who had a Greek father and Jewish mother (Acts 16:1).  He was taught the Scriptures by his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15).  Timothy joined Paul on the second missionary journey, and stayed with him during many travels and even during his Roman imprisonment (see the greetings in many letters).
Probably on a fourth missionary journey (after his release from Rome), Paul left Timothy to look after the church in Ephesus while he went to Macedonia (1 Timothy 1:3).  It is from here that Paul wrote his first letter to Timothy.
As churches were established, there was a need to appoint and train pastors/elders and deacons to look after each local church.  1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are called the “pastoral epistles” because they deal with instructions to pastors about the correct functioning of a local church.
These early churches also had many problems from false teachers, especially from Jewish legalists who said believers needed to keep the Law of Moses.
Theme

The correct functioning of the local church.
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greetings.

1:3 – 1:20
Teach the truth!
2:1 – 2:15
Instructions for the church in public worship.
3:1 – 3:13
Qualifications of pastors and deacons.

3:14 – 4:16
Pursue truth and godliness!
5:1 – 6:2
Dealing with other people in the church.
6:3 – 6:19
Pursue godliness, being content.
6:20 – 6:21
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

1 Timothy 1:1 – 1:2  Greetings.

Paul has great respect for Timothy’s faithfulness and devotion, calling him “my true son of the faith” (1:2, Philippians 2:19-22).

1 Timothy 1:3 – 1:20  Teach the truth!

Paul left Timothy at Ephesus to establish the believers in true doctrine, so they would not be deceived by Jewish false teaching (1:3-7).  Timothy is encouraged to “fight the good fight, keeping a sincere faith, a good conscience and love from a pure heart” (1:5, 18-19).  When people depart from the truth, and teach error instead, it is blasphemy against God’s grace.  Such people who refuse to repent are to be excluded from fellowship in the church so that they suffer at the hands of Satan, and hopefully come to the point of repentance (1:19-20, 1 Corinthians 5:5, Matthew 18:15-17).
1 Timothy 2:1 – 2:15  Instructions for the church in public worship

Prayer in church (2:1-8)
· We are to pray for all men, kings and those in authority, for peace, so that
· we are able to live and worship in godliness (a life of holiness, “like God”) and reverence (an attitude of thanks to God) without persecution.
· we are able to preach the gospel without hindrance, because it is God’s will that all men be saved through faith in Jesus, the Mediator between man and God.
· In the church, there is to be no anger or dispute, so that there is peace in the church also (2:8).  A church without love – or with sin – cannot be effective in worship to God or witness to unbelievers.

The role of women in church (2:9-15)
· Women must dress and conduct themselves with modesty (not to excess, too much).  Their “glory” is to be their good works, not their external clothes and jewellery (5:10, 1 Peter 3:3-4).
· Women should learn quietly, with submissive attitudes (1 Corinthians 14:34-35).

· Women are not to teach or exercise authority over men.

· Women are to show faith, love and holiness, with self-restraint.

Notice how much emphasis is placed on words such as modesty, submission, authority, self-restraint.  They all show that a woman is to have an attitude of humility and reverence.
Women are not inferior to men.  But God has ordained different roles or functions for men and women.

· God created Adam first, as the authority, and woman, as his helper and companion (Genesis 2:18, 1 Corinthians 11:3, 8-10).
· Generally, women are more easily deceived into sin than men, as Eve was.  Eve acted independently of Adam – away from his “protection”, and was deceived by Satan (Genesis 3:1-6).
· The primary role of women is to raise and train children (as Timothy’s mother did, 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15, see also Titus 2:4).

· Note that these two areas (authority and childbearing) are directly related to the judgement upon the woman (Genesis 3:16).  She will have pain in childbirth, and she will desire (to rule over, see Genesis 4:7) her husband.
In God’s plan, women find fulfilment – their rightful place – when they take their proper role as helpers and companions for their husbands, and when they raise children in the ways of godly living.  They are not to have roles of teaching or authority over men in the church.  They may, however, teach other women and children.
1 Timothy 3:1 – 3:13  Qualifications of pastors and deacons.

God gives spiritual gifts to be used in the church.  The church should evaluate men to see if they have the gifts and meet the qualifications laid down in Scripture, so they can be appointed to the offices of ministry.

The first gift and office discussed is that of pastor (sometimes called elder or overseer) (Acts 20:17, 28, Titus 1:5-7, 1 Peter 5:1-2).  The duties of a pastor are to teach the Word of God (3:2, 5:17), to provide leadership in the church (3:5, 5:17), to shepherd the flock (Acts 20:28), and to guard from false teaching (Acts 20:28-31).

The qualifications of pastors (3:1-7, see also Titus 1:5-9)

· Personal character and conduct.
· above reproach (“blameless”) – demonstrate a character which is not characterised by sin.

· the husband of one wife – not polygamous, not unfaithful or flirtatious.  Some say this also means “not divorced”.
· temperate – sober-minded.
· self-controlled.
· respectable.
· hospitable.
· able to teach.
· not given to drunkenness.
· not violent, but gentle.
· not quarrelsome.
· not a lover of money.
· Management of his family.
· manage his own family well – if he can’t manage his own household, how can he manage the church?

· his children obey him with proper respect.
· Spiritually mature.
· not a recent convert – so that he doesn’t become proud.
· Respected in the community.
· good reputation with unbelievers – so that the church is not brought into disgrace.
The next office discussed is that of deacon (literally “servant”), usually with the gift of administration or helps.  The duties of a deacon are to look after the physical, financial and administrative needs of the church (Acts 6:1-6) so the pastor can focus on the spiritual needs.

The qualifications of deacons (3:8-13)

· Deacons are to be
· worthy of respect – dignified.
· sincere – honest, truthful, not “double-tongued”.

· not indulging in much wine (ie drunkenness).

· not pursuing dishonest gain (ie love of money).

· hold to the faith with a clear conscience.

· tested and found to be above reproach (“blameless”).

· the husband of one wife (see above).
· manage his children and household well.
· Deacons’ wives are to be

· worthy of respect – dignified.

· not malicious talkers (ie gossips).

· temperate – sober-minded.

· trustworthy.
1 Timothy 3:14 – 4:16  Pursue truth and godliness!

Paul writes this letter “so that you may know how people ought to conduct themselves in the church of God” (3:15).  We are to live in godliness (3:16) – this is “knowing Jesus Christ”, living “like God” – letting Him live through us by the Holy Spirit, showing His very character through our lives (Ephesians 3:16-17, 19, 4:24, Colossians 1:27-28, Galatians 2:20).  A godly life will bring blessing in this life and reward in eternity (4:8).
But some will fall away (literally, “depart”) from the faith, following false teachings (doctrines of demons inspired by deceiving spirits).  Note that Paul includes legalists who forbid marriage and certain foods (4:1-5), teaching myths/fables with speculations and fruitless discussions (1:4-7, 4:7, 6:4, 6:20).  These false teachers include Judaisers and gnostics.
Timothy is urged to focus on sound doctrine and godliness, and not to be distracted by the false teachings (4:6-16).  Look at how many verbs/commands/exhortations there are in this section!
It is only by “being absorbed in the truth” that we will become like Christ (godliness) (Colossians 3:16), and that the church will be able to recognise and refute false teaching.
1 Timothy 5:1 – 6:2  Dealing with other people in the church.

Timothy is told to treat all people in the church with respect – as with family members (5:1-2).

In relation to widows,

· The church is to show honour and provide for true widows, subject to certain restrictions such as her age, devotion to God in prayer, faithfulness during her married life, etc (5:3-16).

· The primary responsibility for looking after widows rests upon their own family.
· Younger widows should remarry.
In relation to pastors (elders),

· Give them honour, respect and the pay they deserve, especially if they are faithful in teaching.

· Don’t receive accusations against them, unless there are two or three witnesses.  If an accusation is valid, and the pastor refuses to repent, rebuke them publicly (Matthew 18:15-17).
· Don’t show partiality – treat all people fairly (in context, especially if someone needs to be disciplined).

· Don’t appoint (“lay hands on”) someone as a pastor hastily (ie without considering the qualifications and principles in 3:1-7).  If they sin, then you share some responsibility for their sin.  Therefore, evaluate people’s lives carefully before ordaining them.
In relation to employees and employers,

· employees (slaves) are to treat their employers (masters) with respect, especially if they are believers, as a witness to unbelievers.

1 Timothy 6:3 – 6:19  Pursue godliness, being content.

Our aim is to live in godliness, accompanied by contentment (6:3, 6, 8).  Timothy is told to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness (6:11).  This is called “the good fight of faith”, “taking hold of eternal life” and “being without spot or blemish” (6:12, 14).
False teachers cause arguments and disputes because they refuse the truth (6:4-5).

Some have a love for money, and wander from the faith (6:9-10).  We are to trust in God, not to put our trust in riches (6:17-19).
1 Timothy 6:20 – 6:21  Closing.

Timothy is exhorted to “guard” the gift and teaching which has been entrusted to him – so that he is not deceived by the false doctrines of the “gnostics” (“knowledge”).  Instead, he is to “pay close attention to”, “discipline yourself”, “labour and strive”, “prescribe and teach”, “do not neglect”, “take pains with these things”, “be absorbed in”, “persevere” in the sound teachings he has heard (4:6-16).
Application

We are to pursue godliness – to know the Word of God so that the righteousness of Jesus might be manifest in and through us.
We are to conduct ourselves with honour – above reproach, blameless – so that we are a witness of Jesus by our conduct.

We are to guard the truth, so that we can recognise and refute false teaching.
2 TIMOTHY

	Author
	Paul

	To
	Timothy, a young pastor trained by Paul

	Date
	c66 AD

	Theme
	Fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith!

	Key Verse
	Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

	Key Words
	ashamed, truth


Background

Paul had previously been imprisoned in Rome (under house arrest) for two years.  He was released and probably went on a fourth missionary journey.  He was arrested again by Rome under Emperor Nero, and was kept in a dungeon, knowing that he would soon be executed (4:6).  It was from here that he wrote his last letter, again to Timothy, his “beloved son”.

It seems that Timothy had become discouraged in the face of persecution from false teachers, and was neglecting to teach as he should (1:8).
1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are called the “pastoral epistles”.

Theme

Fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith!  Do not be ashamed of the ministry which you have been given from the Lord!
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greetings.

1:3 – 1:18
Don’t be ashamed of the gospel, but join with me in suffering for Christ.
2:1 – 2:26
Teach the truth accurately, so that you please God and be rewarded.
3:1 – 3:17
Difficult times will come, but you, continue in the Word of God!
4:1 – 4:8
Fulfil your ministry – fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith!
4:9 – 4:22
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

2 Timothy 1:1 – 1:2  Greetings.

Knowing he is about to be executed soon, Paul writes a final letter to Timothy, his “beloved son”.  Even facing death, he places his hope and focus on the promise of life in Christ Jesus” (1:1, 10).
2 Timothy 1:3 – 1:18  Don’t be ashamed of the gospel, but join with me in suffering for Christ.
Paul exhorts Timothy to

· stir up (literally, “rekindle a fire which is about to go out”) the gift in him, hold fast to sound teaching, and preach the Word (1:6, 13-14).

· not be afraid (1:7).

· not be ashamed (1:8).
· join with him in suffering for the gospel (1:8).

This is possible because our confidence is in God who has called us in Christ from eternity past (1:9) and will keep us in Christ until we are resurrected (1:12).  Our salvation is secure!  Paul held to the gospel with hope and faithfulness, and therefore was not ashamed (1:12, 1:8, Philippians 1:20, cf 1 John 2:28).
2 Timothy 2:1 – 2:26  Teach the truth accurately, so that you please God and be rewarded.

Be strong (and courageous) – in the face of persecution and suffering (2:1).

Entrust the truth to faithful men, who are able to teach also (2:2).

Suffer hardship with me as a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2:3).  If we are faithful and endure suffering and persecution, we will be rewarded.
· Be devoted to your duty without distraction, so that you please your Master (like a soldier, 2:4).
· Do your duty according to how you should do it, so that you may win the prize (like an athlete, 2:5)
· Work hard, because you will be rewarded (like a farmer, 2:6).

See 2:15, which summarizes this whole section.
Paul endures suffering and hardship so that those who believe through his preaching will receive – not just salvation, but – the salvation which comes with eternal glory (2:10-13).  These are the rewards for believers who are faithful and endure suffering for Christ.  The context of 2:3-13 is to endure suffering, so that you receive rewards!  It is not “loss of salvation”.
· we have died (positionally, at the cross) with Christ, we will live (in resurrection) with Him (eternal life).

· if we endure (in persecutions) with Him, we will reign (rule) with Him (rewards).

· if we deny (are ashamed, don’t endure in persecutions) Him, He will also deny us (no rewards at the Judgement Seat, shame at His coming).

· if we are faithless (unbelieving, not faithful), He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself (eternal security, we are “in Christ”).

The exhortation in 2:15 summarizes this whole chapter.
· be a diligent worker (as the farmer, 2:6), working hard
· to present yourself approved to God (as the soldier, 2:4), pleasing his Master
· as a workman who does not need to be ashamed (not “denying Christ” in the face of persecution, 1:8, 12, 2:12)

· handling accurately the word of truth (as the athlete, 2:5), competing according to the rules, fulfilling your ministry the way you should.

See also 4:5, 7.  This is the work of a pastor.

Those who have gone astray from the truth into “gnosticism”, arguing over controversial questions and words, speculations, and heresies (see also 1 Timothy 1:3-6, 6:4-5, 20)

· “ruin” the hearers – possibly from following the truth and obtaining rewards, or from living in love without disputes (2:14).

· lead to ungodliness – attitudes and a lifestyle which is not “like God” (2:16).

· spreads “like gangrene” through the church, causing instability (2:17-18).
· are vessels of dishonour (literally, “toilet bowls” (2:20).
· produce quarrels, with no love (2:24).
· need repentance (2:25).

· are held captive in the snare of the devil (2:26) – they are under the influence of “doctrines of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1).

On the other hand, those who remain in the truth
· are stable, not being deceived and going astray (2:19).
· build their good works (2:21) upon the foundation of Christ (2:19), which will be rewarded (2:12, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).
· abstain from wickedness (2:19).

· are vessels of honour – clean, holy, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work (2:21).

· pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace (2:22).
· call upon the Lord from a pure heart (2:22) and a good conscience.
· are not quarrelsome, but are kind and patient (2:24) – they love as Christ loved.
2 Timothy 3:1 – 3:17  Difficult times will come, but you, continue in the Word of God!

Paul says that in the last days, difficult times will come because people will love themselves rather than God (3:1-4).  They will have form of godliness (philosophy, mysticism, man-made religions and false spirituality), but not according to the true power of the Holy Spirit in righteousness through Jesus Christ (3:5).

They will deceive believers (3:6, 13), oppose the truth (3:8) and persecute those who hold to the truth in godliness (3:12).
But Timothy is encouraged to persevere in the truth (3:10, 14), knowing that (3:16-17)
· all Scripture is God-breathed (inspired by God – it is the Word of God)
· is profitable for teaching (the truth)

· rebuking and correcting (those who are in error)

· and for training in righteousness (godliness)

· so that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 4:1 – 4:8  Fulfil your ministry – fight the good fight, finish the course, keep the faith!

Timothy is charged to (4:1-2)

· preach the Word.
· be ready at any time.
· to reprove, rebuke, exhort.
· with patience and careful teaching.
This is his ministry as a pastor (4:5).

Paul knows that he will be executed soon (4:6).  But he has “fought the good fight, finished the course, kept the faith” (4:7).  He has been faithful in his ministry, and will be rewarded in eternity (4:8).  Paul exhorts Timothy to do the same.
2 Timothy 4:9 – 4:22  Closing.

Paul urges Timothy to come to him (4:9, 21) with Mark (4:11), and to bring his cloak (it is cold in the prison dungeon, especially in winter, 4:21) and the books (4:13).  He is alone, except for Luke (4:11).
Even though all deserted Paul in the past, and he was virtually alone now, the Lord stood with him, strengthened him and thereby “delivered” him from every evil deed (4:16-18).  In his time of trial, persecution and suffering – and even now as he faced death – Paul was strengthened so that he did not “deny” the Lord, and therefore was not “ashamed”.

Application
God wants us to fulfil the ministry He has entrusted to us.  If we are not faithful to fulfil our ministry, we will be ashamed before Him, and lose our rewards.
We are not to be discouraged by persecution.

TITUS

	Author
	Paul

	To
	Titus, a young pastor trained by Paul

	Date
	c65 AD

	Theme
	Teach the truth, and do good deeds.

	Key Verse
	“In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity of doctrine … so that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.” (Titus 2:7-8)

	Key Words
	good deeds, godliness


Background

Titus was a Gentile who was faithful in Paul’s ministry team.

Paul took Titus to Jerusalem with Barnabas to show that an uncircumcised Gentile was now a Christian.  Titus worked extensively with Paul, in Corinth (2 Corinthians 8:6) and probably in Ephesus during the third missionary journey.  After Paul’s release from the first Roman imprisonment, Paul and Titus went to Crete, where Paul left Titus to appoint pastors and establish the young churches there (1:5).  Some years later, he went to Dalmatia (Yugoslavia) (2 Timothy 4:10).

The island of Crete (in the Mediterranean Sea) was famous for its lack of morality – Cretans were famous for their dishonesty, gluttony and laziness (1:12).
The nature of the letter to Titus is very similar to 1 Timothy – how a pastor should deal with false teachers, and the correct functioning of a local church.  1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are called the “pastoral epistles”.

Theme

Teach the truth, and do good deeds.  In the book of Titus, there is a strong emphasis on teaching sound doctrine, so that believers may do good deeds (1:16, 2:7, 2:14, 3:1, 3:8, 3:14).
Outline

1:1 – 1:4
Greetings.

1:5 – 1:9
Qualifications of pastors.
1:10 – 1:16
Silence and reprove false teachers!
2:1 – 3:14
Everybody in the church is to live a godly life, doing good works.
3:15
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Titus 1:1 – 1:4  Greetings.

Even in the greeting, Paul emphasizes the ministry of the pastor (knowledge of the truth, the Word of God (1:1, 3), godliness (1:1), the hope of eternal life (1:2) and the faithfulness of God (1:2).
Titus 1:5 – 1:9  Qualifications of pastors.

Paul left Titus in Crete to continue the work of organising the young churches, and to appoint pastors/elders in the churches.

As he did with Timothy, he gives a list of characteristics which should mark the lives of pastors (1:6-9)
· above reproach (blameless) – because he is God’s ambassador.
· husband of one wife.
· having children who believe and who are not given to riotous living or rebellion.
· not self-willed (but humble).
· not quick-tempered (but patient).

· not addicted to wine.

· not violent (but gentle).

· not pursuing dishonest gain (but honest and content).

· hospitable.

· loving what is good.

· sensible.

· just (upright, righteous).

· devout (holy).

· disciplined.

· holding fast the faithful word., so that he may be able to exhort by sound doctrine and refute those who contradict (oppose it).
Titus 1:10 – 1:16  Silence and reprove false teachers!
As with Timothy, there were many false teachers (especially Jews and “gnostics”) who were causing disputes with controversies and false doctrines (1:10-11).  Titus is told to “silence them” (1:11) and “reprove them severely” (1:13).  Many false teachers arise from within the church (Acts 20:29-30).
Note that gnostics taught that everything in the physical world was evil, and “knowledge” was the path to God.  Hence, they had to “beat the body, and gain enlightenment by knowledge” (1:15-16).  It is this same philosophy and mysticism which we see in the world today (eg Buddhism).
Those who go astray into error deny God (because God is truth) and are worthless for any good deed (1:16).
Titus 2:1 – 3:14  Everybody in the church is to live a godly life, doing good works.
Paul lists responsibilities of different groups of people in the church
· the pastor (2:1)

· older men (2:2)

· older women (2:3-5).  Note that women do have a role to teach other women (and children).

· young men (2:6)

· employees (2:9-10)

· towards all men (3:1-2)

Titus is told to be an example (2:7-8)
· of good deeds and speech

· with purity of doctrine

· so that the opponent may be put to shame and have nothing bad to say about those in the church.
Our lives are to be righteous and godly (2:12), looking to the return of the Lord (2:13).  The Lord’s will is that we are purified as His people, zealous for good works (2:14).  We are His possession, therefore we are to be holy (1 Peter 1:15-16), and we are to do the works He has prepared for us (Ephesians 2:10).
We have been regenerated (born again – given the eternal life of God) and renewed (in righteousness and holiness) by the Holy Spirit (3:5).  We are justified (declared righteous) and are heirs (sons) of God (3:7).
Therefore

· we are to live godly lives in keeping with righteousness (2:12).
· we are be careful to do the good deeds God has for us (3:8).
· we are to shun (avoid) the ungodliness, worldly things and disputes promoted by false teachers (3:9, 2:12).
The false teachers who cause arguments and disputes are to be rejected after two warnings, because they choose to continue in sin (3:10-11) and disrupt the church (1:11).
A final reminder to do good deeds, not to become unfruitful and useless (3:14) like the false teachers and those who become entangled with them (2:16).
Titus 3:15  Closing.

A simple closing.  Greet those who are in the faith.
Application

The best way to refute false teaching is to teach the truth and live the truth by doing good deeds.  If we live godly lives, unbelievers will have no basis on which to accuse us.  This is being “blameless” or “above reproach”.

We are to be holy, because we are God’s own possession, and the Lord is coming to take us to Himself.

PHILEMON

	Author
	Paul

	To
	Philemon

	Date
	c61 AD

	Theme
	Forgive and accept a brother in Christ.

	Key Verse
	“Accept him as you would me” (Philemon 17)

	Key Words
	have back (12, 15)/accept (17)


Background

Onesimus, a slave, had stolen from his master, Philemon, and run away to Rome.  This was worthy of death.

Onesimus met Paul and was saved.  Onesimus is going back to Philemon.  Paul writes to Philemon and asks him to forgive Onesimus.  Paul will pay for what Onesimus has stolen.

Substitute Onesimus/Sinner, Paul/Jesus, Philemon/God, stolen/sinned

Sinner, a slave, had sinned (against) his master, God, and run away to Rome.  This was worthy of death.

Sinner met Jesus and was saved.  Sinner is going back to God.  Jesus writes to God and asks him to forgive Sinner.  Jesus will pay for what Sinner has sinned.

Theme

Forgive and accept a brother in Christ.
The letter is a wonderful picture of the Son saying to the Father, “Please forgive them, I will pay their debt”.

Outline

1 – 3
Greetings.

4 – 7
Praise and thanks for Philemon’s love and faith.
8 – 22
Paul’s appeal to Philemon to forgive and accept Onesimus.
23 – 25
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Philemon 1 – 3  Greetings.

A simple greeting, as a prisoner to a beloved and fellow worker.
Philemon 4 – 7  Praise and thanks for Philemon’s love and faith.

Paul thanks God for Philemon’s love and faith towards the Lord and all the saints.
Philemon 8 – 22  Paul’s appeal to Philemon to forgive and accept Onesimus.

Even though Paul has authority (as an apostle) to tell Philemon what to do, he appeals to Philemon as a brother and prisoner (9, see also 20-21).   Onesimus is called Paul’s “child”, born in his imprisonment (10).  Onesimus was saved as a result of Paul’s ministry in Rome.
Verse 11 has a play on words.  In Greek, “Onesimus” means “useful”.  That which was “useless” – as a runaway slave – has now become “useful” (onesimus) – as a believer – to me and to you.
Even though he was useful to Paul in prison, Paul has sent Onesimus back to Philemon.

Paul urges Philemon to accept Onesimus back as a beloved brother, as if it were Paul himself (16-17).

Paul promises to pay back anything which Onesimus has stolen from Philemon (18-19).

Philemon 23 – 25  Closing.

A simple greeting.
Application

We are to love and forgive one another, as brothers in Christ.

There is a purpose for everything that happens in our lives (Romans 8:28-29).

In Christ, there is no difference between believers – we are all equal.
The penalty of sin is death, but the Father forgives us through Jesus.
HEBREWS

	Author
	Unknown

	To
	Jewish (Hebrew) believers, location unknown

	Date
	c64-68 AD

	Theme
	The superiority of Christ (over the Law of Moses) and endurance by faith.

	Key Verse
	Run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of faith … (Hebrews 12:1-2)

	Key Words
	better (superior), by faith, draw near (cf fall away/depart), endure/suffering, hold fast your confession, reward, new covenant, high priest seated at the right hand of God


Background

The book of Hebrews is obviously a letter written to Jewish (Hebrew) believers.  It is clear from references in the book that these Jews believers were forsaking Christ (and a life of faith) to go back to the sacrifices of the Law of Moses.  To rely upon animal sacrifices to forgive sins, after having known faith in Christ, was to put Christ to open shame (6:4-6).  The writer urges the readers not to forsake Christ, because God will severely judge those who treat Christ with contempt (10:26-31).

To understand the book of Hebrews, the reader must understand many things about the Law of Moses – the sacrifices, the rituals, the priesthood, the tabernacle, etc.

Theme

The book of Hebrews has two main threads running through it.

Theologically, the book shows that Jesus is superior to (or “better than”) the Law of Moses.

Practically, the book is a strong warning for the Hebrew believers not to turn away from faith in Christ back to the useless sacrifices of the Law.  There are many exhortations to endure suffering (ie persecution) and to hold fast to our confession of faith in Christ, because our endurance will bring eternal rewards – but if we fall away, we will face severe judgement.
In the book, there are five warning sections:

2:1-4
Pay close attention to the message we have heard, lest we drift away
3:7 – 4:13
Do not harden your heart

Lest there be an unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God


While a promise remains of entering His rest, any one should come short of it

Be diligent to enter that rest, least anyone fall through disobedience
5:11 – 6:20
Have been enlightened (etc) … and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame

10:19-39
If we go on sinning wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgement


How much severer punishment will he deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God …

12:25-29
Do not refuse Him who is speaking … you who turn away from Him … for our God is a consuming fire
The book can be summarized by the following points:
Jesus

· endured suffering (even death) by looking to the eternal reward (12:2, 2:9-10).
· was rewarded (crowned with honour and glory) by being seated at the right hand of God (2:9, 1:13).
· is waiting for the time when all things will be subjected under His feet (2:8).  This includes our adoption and exaltation as His “brothers” (“bringing many sons to glory”) (2:10-13, 11:40).  Jesus is the firstborn heir of God, and all things will be given to Him (1:2).
In the same way,
· we are exhorted to endure suffering (12:1-3).  In context, this was probably persecution and pressure to go back to the Law of Moses (10:32-34, 12:4, 13:3, 13).
· we must live by faith (10:38, 11:6).  Anyone who “falls away” from Christ and goes back to the Law of Moses (“wilfully sins, after knowing the truth”) treats Christ with contempt and will be severely judged.
· those who endure by faith and hold fast their confidence in Christ will be rewarded in eternity (10:35-36).

In addition, we know that Jesus is our High Priest, seated at the right hand of God
· He can sympathize with our sufferings, because He also suffered as a man (2:17-18).
· He intercedes for us in our times of trial and persecution (7:25, 4:16).  Note that we are to “draw near” rather than “fall away”.  See also Romans 8:34-37.
Outline

1:1 – 2:18
The Son is superior to angels.

3:1 – 4:13
The Son is superior to Moses.

4:14 – 7:29
The priesthood of Christ is superior to the priesthood of the Law of Moses.
8:1 – 10:18
The new covenant is better than the old covenant.

10:19 – 12:3
We must live by faith, looking to the reward.

12:4 – 13:19
We must to be holy.

13:20 – 13:25
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Notice that there is no greeting or introduction.  The writer immediately launches into showing the superiority of Christ.

Hebrews 1:1 – 2:18  The Son is superior to angels.

The Law of Moses was given through angels as mediators between God and man (Acts 7:38, 53, Galatians 3:19).  This section will show that Jesus is superior to angels (and therefore, superior to the Law).

The Son is superior to angels
· Because He is God Himself (1:2-3)

· Because of His obedience to God, Jesus has been exalted, and given a name above all names (1:4, Philippians 2:9).
· He is the Son of God (1:5), the firstborn (pre-eminent) of the Father.
· The angels are commanded to worship Him (1:6) and minister to Him (1:7) because He is God (1:8-12).  Note the characteristics of God mentioned:  eternity, sovereignty/kingship/judgement, righteousness/holiness, creatorship, immutability.
· He has been exalted to the position of glory, at the Father’s right hand (1:13).
· He is waiting for the time when all things will be put in subjection under His feet (1:13).

Parenthesis (1:13 links to 2:5).
Hebrews 2:1 – 2:4  Warning #1


We must pay close attention to the word we have heard, lest we drift away!

Disobedience to the Law of Moses, given by angels, received harsh judgement (2:2).

How shall we escape if we neglect the message we have heard (salvation by faith in Jesus, 1:2), which was given to us by Jesus (2:3), confirmed to us by the apostles (2:3), confirmed by the witness of God through signs and wonders by the Holy Spirit (2:4).
Note the similarity of this passage to 10:26-29.  Anyone who “sets aside” the Law of Moses dies on the evidence of two or three witnesses (10:28).  How much severer judgement will come upon the one who tramples under foot the Son of God and His work of forgiveness of sins.  This is the “message we have heard” in 2:1, to which there are three witnesses (2:3-4).

This message – which was given through the Son – is superior to the Law of Moses which was given through angels.

For God subjected the world to man, not to angels (2:5)

Man was created lower than angels (2:7).
· God’s purpose was to crown man with glory and honour (2:7), and appoint him over all creation (2:8).  This was given to Adam – he was created in the image of God, and he had dominion over the whole world.
· But Adam, through sin, lost his position of glory and rulership to Satan.  The image of God was corrupted by sin, and man became a slave to Satan (now the “ruler of this world”).

However, Jesus was born as a man (lower than angels) and suffered, even to the point of death (2:9).
As a result, Jesus
· was crowned with glory and honour (2:9).  He is now exalted, higher than angels.
· rendered Satan (the most important angel) powerless (2:14).
· delivered those who were held in slavery to fear of death (2:15).

· will glorify us (2:10) and is not ashamed to call us “brethren” (2:11-13).  This is our calling – to receive adoption and glory as sons of God, given as a gift to Jesus.
Jesus gives help to men, not to angels (2:16)

· He became our merciful and faithful high priest (2:17).
· He is able to give comfort to us, because He suffered in all things like us (2:16, 18).

Hebrews 3:1 – 4:13  The Son is superior to Moses.

Therefore, holy brethren (set apart as Christ’s “brothers”), partakers of a heavenly calling (to be sons of glory), consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (3:1)
Jesus is “worthy of more glory” (superior to, better than) Moses.  Moses was a servant, but Jesus is the Son (3:5-6).
Parenthesis (2:18 links to 4:14).

Hebrews 3:7 – 4:13  Warning #2


Do not harden your heart … Lest there be an unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God


While a promise remains of entering His rest, any one should come short of it … Be diligent to enter that rest, least anyone fall through disobedience

The Jews in the Exodus generation tested God and provoked Him to anger.  They refused to believe Him and to rely upon Him in faith.  As a result, they did not enter His “rest”.  Rest means to rely upon God (ie faith/trust) and receive the peace which He alone can give (Matthew 11:28-30).  For the Exodus generation, it meant that they suffered and died in the wilderness, rather than enter into the land of blessing which God had promised them (ie they did not believe Him – no faith!)
The believers in Hebrews are warned to “Take care, lest through unbelief, they fall away (depart) from the living God” (3:12).  In the face of persecution and suffering, they were forsaking the gospel of Christ, and going back to the sacrifices of the Law of Moses.

Unbelief (lack of faith) stops us entering the “rest” of God.  We miss the peace of God in our hearts because we do not combine the promises of God (Word of God) with faith (4:1-3).  We must stop striving in our own strength, and rely upon God by faith (4:9-11).
The Word of God is living and powerful, judging even our thoughts and motives.  Nothing is hidden from God, and we all must give an account (4:12-13).
Hebrews 4:14 – 7:29  The priesthood of Christ is superior to the priesthood of the Law of Moses.
Since then we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens (and been exalted by sitting at the right hand of the Father), Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession (4:14, see also 3:1, 6, 14).  This is not forsaking Christ - it is having faith in Him and enduring through persecution.
Let us draw near with confidence (cf “drifting away, “falling away”, 2:1, 3:12) to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace in time of need (4:16).  The time of need is during persecution and suffering (see 2:14-18).
The writer introduces the priesthood of Christ.
A priest is someone who mediates between man and God, offering sacrifices for sin (5:1).  He can sympathize with the weak (5:2).  He is appointed by God (5:3).

Jesus fulfilled all of these (5:5-9).  But He was not a priest according to the Law of Moses, because He was not of the tribe of Levi and the family of Aaron (7:13-14).  Instead, He is described as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek (5:10).

Parenthesis (5:10 links to 7:1).

Hebrews 5:11 – 6:20  Warning #3


Have been enlightened (etc) … and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.
The writer wants to tell the Hebrews many things about Christ, but they have become dull of hearing.  Although they have heard the Word of God in the past, they have not applied it to their lives (5:14).  As a result, they are not able to understand deeper truths.  The writer exhorts them to “press on to maturity” (6:1), to grow in the Word of God.
The danger is for those who


have once been enlightened


have tasted of the heavenly gift


have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit


have tasted the good Word of God


and (tasted) the powers of the age to come


and then have fallen away


it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.
Someone who has believed the gospel of Christ (ie has been saved) and then turns back to animal sacrifices puts Jesus to open shame (by saying that His sacrifice was not sufficient).  All sins have been forgiven by Jesus’ death.  The sins cannot be forgiven again (see 10:18, 26).
Those believers who produces fruit – continuing in their Christian lives towards maturity, in obedience to God – receive a blessing.  But those who don’t produce fruit are worthless and end up being burned (ie judgement).

But the Hebrews are encouraged to show diligence and full assurance “until the end”, that by faith and patience (perseverance) they may “inherit the promises” (ie rewards and blessings) (6:11-12).
The promises of God are sure, being established by two unchangeable things:  it is impossible for God to lie (6:18) and He swore an oath by Himself (6:13).  This gives us assurance and confidence to enter into the veil and draw near to the throne of grace (4:16), where Jesus is seated as the high priest according to the order of Melchizedek (6:19-20).
Jesus is appointed a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek, a priesthood which is superior to the priesthood of Levi (in the Law of Moses):
· Melchizedek was a king who met Abraham, after Abraham had defeated the kings who captured Lot (Genesis 14:17-20).
· Melchizedek was a king and a priest (7:1).  In Israel, no-one could be both a king (from the tribe of Judah) and a priest (from the tribe of Levi) (7:13-14, 8:4).  Yet, Jesus was appointed as a king (from the tribe of Judah) and a priest (because of His work of sacrifice for sin and intercession), according to the order of Melchizedek.
· Melchizedek blessed Abraham (7:1).  The greater blesses the lesser.  Therefore, the priesthood of Melchizedek (Jesus) is greater than the priesthood of Levi (Law of Moses).

· Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek (7:2).  The lesser to the greater.
· Melchizedek was king of (Jeru)Salem (7:2).  His name means “king of righteousness” and he is “king of peace”.  These are clear types of Jesus Christ, as the Messiah.

· In Genesis, Melchizedek appears without prior or later mention (“without beginning or end”) (7:3).  This is a picture that his priesthood is eternal.  In the same way, the priesthood of Jesus is forever, unlike the Levitical priests, whose priesthood ended when they died.
Therefore, the priesthood of Jesus (according to the order of Melchizedek) is greater than the priesthood of Levi (through which the Law of Moses came) (7:11).  Because the priesthood has changed, so too must the law change (7:12).
Furthermore, Jesus’ priesthood is superior because
· He was appointed as a priest, not according to physical genealogy, but by eternal life (7:16-17, 23-24).

· He was appointed as a priest by an oath of God, which can never change (7:21).

· He didn’t need to offer sacrifices for Himself, because He was sinless (7:26-27).
· He only had to offer one sacrifice, because His sacrifice was able to forgive sins forever (7:27).

· He ministers in the true tabernacle (in heaven), as our High Priest, seated at the right hand of God (8:1-2).
Hebrews 8:1 – 10:18  The new covenant is better than the old covenant.

The new covenant (forgiveness of sins forever by the death of Christ) is far better than the old covenant (Law of Moses) (8:6).  The new covenant is found in Jeremiah 31:31-34 (quoted in 8:8-12).  In context, the main point of the new covenant is that sins are forgiven forever, and not remembered any more (8:12).
Under the old covenant, the blood of animal sacrifices could not forgive sins – they would only “cover” sins (10:4).  Therefore, the sacrifices had to be performed every day and every year (10:11).
But when Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice, sin was forgiven and removed forever (9:12, 26, 10:10-14).  This is the “new covenant in His blood”. 
It is through the new covenant that we can leave the “dead works” (of the Law of Moses) to serve the living God (9:14) and receive the eternal inheritance (as sons of God, with Christ) (9:15).

Because of the sacrifice of Jesus our sins are forgiven forever, and will never be remembered by God (10:17).

Because sins have been forgiven forever, there is no longer an offering for sin (10:18).  To go back to the Law of Moses and animal sacrifices is useless.
Hebrews 10:19 – 12:3  We must live by faith, looking to the reward.
Because our sins are forgiven and we have Jesus as our High Priest, we have confidence to enter the holy place (and approach the throne of grace to find mercy and grace in time of need, 4:16) (10:19-21).  Therefore,

· let us draw near in full assurance of faith (10:22).

· let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (10:23).

· let us stimulate one another to love and good deeds (10:24).

· not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the day approaching (10:25) (when Christ returns, 9:28, 10:37).

Because of persecution, some of the Hebrew believers were waivering in their faith.  They were afraid, lacked confidence, and some had succumbed to the persecution and gone back to the Law of Moses and the animal sacrifices.

Hebrews 10:26 – 10:39  Warning #4


If we go on sinning wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgement … How much severer punishment will he deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God … (10:26-29)
This refers to those believers who have gone back to the Law and the animal sacrifices.  The reason there “no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” is because all sins have been forgiven (see 10:17-18).  While they remain in disobedience, they will be judged by God.
The Hebrew believers are told to remember when they suffered persecution, and how they had endured because they looked to the eternal reward instead of at the suffering (10:32-34).

They have need of endurance, so that they may do the will of God and receive the reward which God has promised (10:35-36).  They are to live by faith! (10:38).
Jesus is coming.  He will reward those who have lived by faith.  He will not be pleased with those who shrink back (in the face of persecution) (see also 2 Timothy 2:3-13).

The righteous (those who are acceptable to God) must live by faith (10:38) because without faith it is impossible to please God (11:6).  Faith means to believe the promises of God.  To not have faith means to call God a liar! (1 John 5:10).  By believing God’s promises, we have hope, and confidence that God will reward those who are faithful (11:6).  This will give us endurance in persecution and suffering (10:35-36).

The writer then lists the “heroes of faith” from the Old Testament – believers who lived by faith, pleasing God by their lives, and enduring suffering (11:1-38).  They were looking to the promise of eternal rewards, rather than focusing on the things of this life (11:13, 26, 39-40).
Therefore, since we have these examples of faith
· let us lay aside everything which distracts us (12:1).

· let us run with endurance the race (Christian life) that is set before us (12:1).
· fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith (12:2).
Jesus Himself looked at the joy set before Him (reward and glory) and therefore endured the cross and the shame (12:2-3).  He lived by faith, all the Old Testament heroes lived by faith – therefore we must live by faith! (see 10:38).
Hebrews 12:4 – 13:19  We must to be holy.

We endure discipline because we are sons of God (12:7), and we must be holy and righteous (12:10-11)
We are to forsake sin (12:12-17) because we serve a holy God (12:18-24).  We have come to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant (10:24).
Hebrews 12:25 – 12:29  Warning #5


Do not refuse Him who is speaking … you who turn away from Him … for our God is a consuming fire.
This, again, is addressed to those Hebrew believers who turned away from God (and Jesus and the new covenant) to go back to the old covenant.  The old things will be “shaken” and removed (8:13) and the new things will remain (12:27).  Therefore we are to “be thankful, and offer to God acceptable (pleasing, by faith, 11:6) service, with reverence and awe (for His holiness) (10:28).
We are to love the brethren (13:1) and remember those who are in prison (persecuted and suffering) (13:3).
We are to be faithful in marriage (13:4).
We are to be content with what we have (13:5).

We are to imitate the faith of those who faithfully teach the Word of God (13:7).
We are not to be carried away by false teaching (particularly legalism) (13:9-10).  Instead, we are to “go to Jesus, outside the camp” (13:11-13) (ie separated – “holy”).
We are to look for our eternal rewards, not the things of this life (13:14).

In our new priesthood, we are to offer “sacrifices” of praise, and do good and share (13:15-16).

Hebrews 13:20 – 13:25  Closing.

The writer closes with a benediction praising the work of Christ, and a prayer that God would equip us for every good work which is pleasing to Him.

Application
We must endure persecution and suffering, and not turn away from following Christ.  Our endurance and hope comes from living by faith, and looking to the rewards of eternity.
Jesus is our High Priest, who intercedes for us, and helps us in difficult times.

Because of the death of Christ, all sins have been forgiven forever, and the Law of Moses has been replaced by the new covenant.

JAMES

	Author
	James, the brother of Jesus

	To
	Jewish believers, who are dispersed abroad

	Date
	c45-48 AD

	Theme
	Hear the Word of God, and do it!

	Key Verse
	“But prove yourselves doers of the word, not merely hearers” (James 1:22)

	Key Words
	faith/doing, fruits/results, humble/arrogant, brethren


Background

James was the brother of Jesus.  He was a leader in the early church at Jerusalem.  The letter is written to Jewish believers (“brethren”) who are living in countries outside of Israel (in the dispersion, maybe as a result of the persecution in Acts 8:1, 11:19).
This is one of the first books in the New Testament to be written.

Theme

The book of James has a very practical theme:  Hear the Word of God, and do it!
Instead of living according to the wisdom of God (the Word of God, which produces humility, righteousness and peace, 3:18), the people in this book were controlled by their lusts and desires (jealousy, selfishness and arrogance, 3:14), which caused sin (quarrels and disputes amongst themselves, 1:20, 4:1-2).  As a result, they were in danger of being judged (5:9) - suffering sickness (5:15) and even death (1:14-15).  James exhorts the people to receive the Word of God implanted in their souls, so that it may change their lives, and save them from death (judgement by God) (1:21, 5:19-20).

The summary of the book, given in 1:19-22, shows this in three main ways:

· We must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger (1:19-20).  The Word of God must change the way we live, especially toward each other.
· We must forsake our sins, humble ourselves, and receive the Word of God implanted in our souls, which can “save us” from death (judgement) (1:21).
· We must not only hear the Word, but do it (1:22).  Our faith must produce good works (2:20).  Our good works prove that we have faith (2:18).
The book is often described as “wisdom literature” because it shows how wisdom (the Word of God) should be manifest in our day-to-day, practical lives.  Christianity is not just “learning and theory”, but “doing and living”.
Outline

1:1
Greeting.

1:2 – 1:11
The result of endurance in trials = maturity and contentment.
1:13 – 1:17
The result of lusts, temptation, sin = death.

1:18 – 1:22
The result of the Word of God implanted = a life of righteousness.

1:23 – 2:26
Be quick to hear (and do) the Word of God.
3:1 – 3:12
Be slow to speak.
3:13 – 4:10
Be slow to anger.
4:11 – 5:12
The Lord will judge all unrighteousness.

5:13 – 5:20
Pray for one another!

Key Passages and Main Teachings

James 1:1  Greeting.
The epistle is written by James to Jewish believers who are living in countries outside of Israel (in the dispersion, maybe as a result of the persecution in Acts 8:1, 11:19).

James 1:2 – 1:11  The result of endurance in trials = maturity and contentment.
1:2-4
James exhorts us to joyfully endure in trials.

In this book, “trials” probably mean persecution (see 5:6, in context).  But it could also refer to general pressures and suffering in life.  How will we react in difficult circumstances?  Will we be strong in faith and joyful, or will “fall apart” and complain?
James exhorts the readers to have joy in trials because

· trials are a test of our faith.  The purpose of trials is to purify us and strengthen our faith.
· as our faith is tested, it produces perseverance, stability and endurance.
· the result of endurance is spiritual maturity, where our faith is perfected, and we are content in all things.  This is the life of faith and righteousness which God desires us to live.

1:5-8
Ask in faith

But if anyone lacks wisdom (in the context of endurance of trials), let him ask in faith, and God will give him wisdom.  But our faith must be without doubting (double-minded, unstable) (see 4:8 – we cannot be worldly-minded, and then expect wisdom from God!)
Wisdom is the practical outworking of the Word of God in our lives – how the Word of God changes the way we think, speak and live.  Wisdom is knowing and doing the Word of God.  The qualities of this wisdom are described in 3:17.  But the believers in this letter lacked these qualities – they lacked wisdom – because they were controlled by their own lusts and desires (resulting in sin) rather than living the way God wanted.
1:9-11
Ask in humility

In James, the “poor brother” typifies the humble believer who relies upon God (2:5).  But the rich man typifies the unbeliever who is arrogant, selfish, worldly, unrighteous and boasts in his own success (2:6-7; 4:13 – 5:6).
God gives grace (and wisdom) to the “poor believer” who comes to Him in humility (4:6, 10).  The humble believer will be exalted (1:9, 4:10).  But the rich – unrighteous – man will receive judgement (1:10-11, 5:1-6).
1:12
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trials – he will receive the crown of life.  This is the reward for faithfulness in suffering (Revelation 2:10).
James 1:13 – 1:17  The result of lusts, temptation, sin = death.
God allows trials in our lives, but God does not tempt us to sin.  It is our own lusts and desires which cause us to sin.  God will only give us things which are for our good (such as trials to strengthen our faith, and wisdom to understand His purposes) (1:17, 2-4, 5; Romans 8:28-29).
James uses an illustration of pregnancy and birth to show the difference between a life of unrighteousness (worldiness, being “friends with the world”) and a life of righteousness.
If we do not control our own lusts/desires, we allow ourselves to “become pregnant” with temptation.  This gives birth to sin (1:15).  The result of sin is death (1:15).

lusts/desires ( temptation implanted (conceives) ( gives birth to sin ( results in death

The “death” spoken of here is not eternal death in “hell” (separation from God forever), because James is talking to believers (“brethren”).  Rather, it is a life of temporal death, where the believer is out of fellowship with God.  The believer is unproductive and useless because he is not walking according to the will of God (John 15:4-5, 1 John 1:6).  At some point, God will kill this person (physical death), because his life is dishonouring to God.  This is called the “sin unto death” (1 John 5:16, 1 Corinthians 5:5, 11:30).
James 1:18 – 1:22  The result of the Word of God implanted = a life of righteousness.
We are to “become pregnant” with the Word of Truth (1:21).  This will bring about a life of righteousness which is pleasing to God (3:18, 1:20).  The result is that it will “save you” (1:21).

word implanted (conceives) ( results in righteousness in life ( saves you
Again, this “salvation” is not about “going to heaven”, because James is talking to believers.  It is talking about a life of righteousness which results in blessing and reward (1:12), rather than a life of sin which results in judgement and death (1:15).  We are already “born again” as children of God (1:18), with the righteousness of God imputed to us (2 Corinthians 5:21) – our lives must demonstrate that righteousness! (3:13).  That is what God expects and desires (see 4:5).
Notice that this means we must get rid of (put away) everything in our life which is sinful.  Righteousness and sin cannot exist with each other.
1:19-20
Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger

These verses give the outline summary of the rest of the book of James.

We should be

· quick to hear (and do) the Word of God.  The people addressed in this letter were not applying the Word of God in their lives.  Instead, they were living according to their own lusts/desires, resulting in sins of partiality (2:1-6), jealousy, selfishness and arrogance (3:14).
· slow to speak.  There were quarrels (4:1).

· slow to anger.  There were disputes (4:1).

The Word of God must change our lives!

James 1:23 – 2:26  Be quick to hear (and do) the Word of God.

The perfect law of liberty is the Word of God used in the power of the Holy Spirit, which gives us freedom from sin and death (Romans 8:2).  Those who abide in it and do it will be blessed (1:25).

2:1-13
Impartiality – to love one another (“doing!”)
If we treat the poor and rich differently

· we are judging (2:4), which only God can do
· we dishonour the poor, whom God has chosen (2:5-6)

· we sin against the law of God (to love one another) (2:8-9)

· we do not show mercy (2:13)

· that is, we are hearing but not doing the Word of God! (see 1:27)

2:14-26
Faith must produce good works (“doing!”)
If we have faith without works, then our faith is “dead” and useless (2:17, 20, 26).
Works show (or prove) our faith (2:18).

To be “perfected”, faith must result in works (2:22).

Abraham, Rahab, and even demons showed their faith by their actions.

Again, faith without works is hearing but not doing the Word of God!

This passage has caused many misunderstandings about the message of James, and the claim that James contradicts Paul.  For example, they claim that James says that “a person is justified by works, not by faith alone” (2:24) whereas Paul says “you are justified by faith without works” (Romans 4:2-6, Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 2:8-9).  There is really a simple answer to this claim:  We are saved by faith so that we can do the good works God has prepared for us (Ephesians 2:10).  When people see our good works, they know that we are children of God (John 15:8).  Our works, therefore, are evidence of our faith.  We are saved by faith, and we live by faith – which produces good works!

James 3:1 – 3:12  Be slow to speak.

A Bible teacher must be careful
· to teach God’s Word accurately
· to live a life which is consistent with God’s Word (“Do as I do” not just “Do as I say”)
· to control his tongue/speech so that he does not dishonour others or God

Because of his position of responsibility, a teacher will be held more accountable (3:1).  There is an implied warning to make sure our words match our lives, so that we are not hypocrites.
Each one of us must be able to control our tongue/speech, so that we do not criticize, complain, quarrel, etc.  This is a problem which existed among these readers (3:10, 4:1).

James 3:13 – 4:10  Be slow to anger.

These readers had attitudes of jealousy, selfishness and arrogance (3:14, 16).  As a result, there were quarrels and fights among them (4:1).

Instead, we are to live by the wisdom of God.

· This wisdom comes from God, who is stable and unchanging (1:17).

· This wisdom is practical, resulting in humility and good deeds (3:13).

· This wisdom is pure (righteous/good), peaceable (not full of quarrelling and disputes), gentle (humble, not arrogant), reasonable (knowing when to show mercy), full of mercy and good fruits (helping those in need, rather than judging them), unwavering (stable), without hypocrisy (honest) (3:17).

Those who have wisdom will “sow the seed” (cf implanting/pregnancy, 1:15, 18, 21) in peace, which will produce the fruit of righteousness.  The seed which produces righteousness is the Word of God, which must be implanted in our souls (1:21) so that it can change our attitudes, speech and lives.

But these readers were controlled by their own selfish lusts and desires (4:1-3).  They were worldly, not living in the truth of God’s Word (4:4).  They were arrogant, lacking humility (4:6-10).
They are called to repent and humble themselves before God (4:6-10).
James 4:11 – 5:12  The Lord will judge all unrighteousness.

The Lord is the one who will judge all unrighteousness – both unbelievers and believers.
Those “rich” men – typifying unbelievers – who live arrogantly will be judged when the Lord returns (4:13 – 5:5).  These are the ones who oppress and persecute believers and put them to death (2:6-7; 5:6).
James exhorts the believers to be patient and to endure these trials of oppression and persecution, because the Lord will reward those who are faithful (5:7, 11; 1:12).

But there is also a warning to believers who do not live righteously – those who are arrogant and do not show mercy, those who do not control their tongues, those who do not have wisdom, those who love worldliness and sin, those who are controlled by their lusts, those who cause quarrels and disputes among the brethren.  The Lord will judge them (2:12-13).  The result of their sin will be death (1:14-15).
There is a lot of emphasis about judgement on those who do not control the tongue, and cause quarrels and disputes among the brethren (4:11-12; 5:9) or speak rashly (such as making oaths in the midst of trials/suffering/persecutions, 5:12).
James 5:13 – 5:20  Pray for one another!
The closing section shows the correct use of the tongue – to restore relationships among believers, rather than destroy fellowship.
If anyone is suffering (ie trials), let him pray (ie for wisdom, 1:5).

If anyone is cheerful, let him sing.

If anyone is sick, let him call the elders to pray and anoint him with oil.  This sickness may be judgement – but not in all cases!
Instead of speaking against one another (4:11; 5:9) which causes quarrels and disputes (4:1), we are to confess our sins to one another and pray for one another (5:16) so that we have peace amongst the brethren (3:18) (see Matthew 5:21-26).  In this way, love (2:8), mercy (2:13), wisdom (3:17) and righteousness (3:18) will be evident in our lives.
The prayer of a righteous man – one who is living according to the Word of God – will accomplish much.  (The illustration is given of Elijah, who had a nature – and lusts – just like us, yet he lived righteously.)
The conclusion of the epistle, which summarizes the exhortation of the whole book, is given in 5:19-20:
If anyone turns back someone who has strayed from the truth, he will save him from death (judgement, 1:14-15) and cover (forgive/remove) a multitude of sins.  This is the fulfilment of the exhortation given in 1:21.  If we sin, we will be judged by the Lord, leading to the “sin unto death” (1 John 5:16, 1 Corinthians 5:5, 11:30).  But if we humble ourselves, confess, and turn back to God, He will forgive us and restore us (4:8, 1 John 1:9).
Application

We must live our lives according to the Word of God.  The Word of God must change our attitudes, speech and actions.  This is true wisdom – hearing and doing.
Our faith must be shown by good works in our lives – faith must produce action.

If we live according to our own lusts and desires, the Lord will judge us.

We should endure in trials, because trials strengthen our faith.
1 PETER

	Author
	Peter

	To
	Jewish believers, who are dispersed abroad

	Date
	c63-67 AD

	Theme
	Grace in suffering

	Key Verse
	In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:6-7)

	Key Words
	suffer, aliens/sojourners, precious, hope, the revelation of Jesus Christ (Rapture)


Background

This letter was written by Peter, probably in Rome (“Babylon”, 5:13), during very severe persecutions against Christians by the Romans.  (This was about the time when Christians were burned alive by Nero.)
Theme

Peter wrote to encourage the believers who were suffering persecution, and to remind them that they had a living hope in Jesus Christ (1:3).  The exhortation to “stand firm in the true grace of God!” is given in 5:12. 
This living hope is the Rapture – and the glory which will come to us – when the Lord Jesus will return to “complete” our salvation (1:5, 7, 13; 4:13).  We will be glorified (1:7; 5:1; Romans 8:18, 29-30).
Peter also reminds these believers to live holy and honourable lives, so that the unbelievers will have no grounds to accuse them.  Their persecution, therefore, is undeserved and unjust.

Several times, Peter calls the readers “aliens or sojourners” (1:1; 1:17; 2:11).  He is reminding them that they are citizens of heaven and that, even in their sufferings, they should look to Jesus in heaven, because that is where our calling and hope is (see Hebrews 11:13).
Outline

1:1 – 1:2
Greeting.

1:3 – 1:13
Our living hope – the Rapture.

1:14 – 3:13
Be holy!

3:14 – 4:19
Undeserved suffering.

5:1 – 5:12
Exhortations.

5:13 – 5:14
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

1 Peter 1:1 – 1:2  Greeting.

Peter greets the readers, then immediately tells them that they are chosen by God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ.  As a result, grace and peace can come to them in abundance (literally, “the fullest measure”) – even in the midst of their sufferings!
1 Peter 1:3 – 1:13  Our living hope – the Rapture.
Peter goes on to tell them that

· they have a living hope

· through the resurrection of Jesus (see 1:21 – resurrection – glory – hope)
· to an inheritance that can never perish

· they are protected by the power of God

· they will be “saved” at the return of the Lord in the Rapture.

If they focus on this hope, they can rejoice, even in the midst of their trials (suffering and persecution) (1:6-7).  The word “trials” literally means to “test for the purpose of approving” (as when gold is refined in a fire).  Therefore, if we endure trials, we will be bring glory to God, and He will also reward us at the Rapture (1:7)
This is where our hope is to be fixed, so that we stand firm in trials.  This is the “grace which will be brought to us” (1:10, 13).

1 Peter 1:14 – 3:13 Be holy!

Because we are children of God (1:17), we are to be holy as He is holy (1:16).
We must put away all sin and long for the pure Word of God, so that we can grow (2:2).
We are living stones built up as a spiritual house (ie temple of God), for a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God (2:5).

We are to live holy lives, so that unbelievers will stand condemned at the Judgement, because their slander and persecution will be shown to be unjust (2:12, see also 3:16, 4:4-5).

Our lives are to holy and honourable in the area of

· submitting to governments – even when governments persecute you (as was happening at this time) (2:13-16)

· servants to masters, even if they are unreasonable (2:18) (For 2:19-25, see next section)
· wives to husbands (3:1-6)
· husbands to wives (3:7)

· humility to all men (3:8-12, 2:17)

1 Peter 3:14 – 4:19  Undeserved suffering.
In 2:19-25, Peter turned his attention to undeserved suffering.  He said that
· Enduring undeserved suffering finds favour with God (because it brings glory to Him)

· Christ suffered undeservedly (because He who knew no sin, died for our sins)

· Christ is an example to us (of how to endure undeserved suffering by entrusting ourselves to God)

· We are called for the purpose of suffering (because we share in the sufferings of Christ as His body)
He resumes this theme in 3:14.
When we are reviled and persecuted, we are always to be ready to give an account of the hope within us, yet with humility and reverence (3:15, see also 3:9).

Christ died, the just for the unjust (ie undeserved) (3:18)
· in order to bring us to God

· having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit

Through the baptism of the Spirit (Romans 6:3-5), we share in the death and resurrection of Jesus (3:18, 21).  As a result, we are to consider ourselves dead to the flesh (lusts and sin), and live in sanctification to do the will of God (4:2). Therefore, we are to

· not indulge in lust and sin, as the unbelievers do (4:3-7)

· love one another (4:8-9)

· serve one another (through our spiritual gifts) (4:10-11)

Because we share in the sufferings of Christ (4:13) we are to

· rejoice (4:13)

· glorify God (4:16)

· entrust our souls to God in doing what is right (4:19)

1 Peter 5:1 – 5:12  Exhortations.

Peter then gives exhortations to elders (5:1-4), younger men (5:5), and everyone (5:5-9) to

· humble ourselves

· cast our cares upon God

· resist the devil

With this is a promise that God – who called us to eternal glory in Christ (this is His purpose!) – will strengthen us (5:10).  Therefore, we are to endure suffering “for a little while”.
This is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (5:12).

1 Peter 5:13 – 5:14  Closing.

A simple closing with greetings from those “in Babylon” (probably Rome).

Application

All Christians who seek to follow Christ will suffer for His sake – as the world hated Christ, it also hates us (John 17:14).
If we suffer for Christ, we bring glory to God, and He will reward us when the Lord Jesus returns.
We are to endure suffering by fixing our hope upon the return of the Lord and the glory He will bring.

We are to live holy lives, so that unbelievers have no cause to accuse us.

2 PETER

	Author
	Peter

	To
	All believers, but probably to the Jewish Christians scattered abroad (as in 1 Peter)

	Date
	c67-68 AD

	Theme
	To know the truth, so that you are not carried away by false teaching into unrighteous living

	Key Verse
	“Remain firmly established in the truth … grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:12; 3:18)

	Key Words
	know/knowledge, remind/remember


Background

This letter was written by Peter, not long before his death.  Peter was executed by the Roman Emperor, Nero.

Theme

Since Peter wrote his first letter, many false teachers had emerged in the church, leading young and weaker believers away into false teaching.  Peter writes with a sense of urgency, knowing the danger of false teaching, and knowing that he will die soon.
Peter reminds the readers to know the truth, so that they are not carried away by false teaching into unrighteous living.  By living in the truth, their lives will manifest the “divine nature” of God (ie godliness and righteousness).
A large emphasis of the letter also shows that all unrighteousness will be judged at the appointed time.  Therefore, we are again exhorted to live holy lives (3:11, 14).
Outline

1:1
Greeting.

1:2 – 1:15
God has given us everything we need to live holy lives.  Live in it!

1:16 – 1:21
Prophecy (Scripture) is sure, because it is given by God Himself.

2:1 – 2:22
False teachers will be judged.

3:1 – 3:10
The Lord is coming to judge all unrighteousness.

3:11 – 3:18
Exhortations to live in holy conduct and godliness.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

2 Peter 1:1  Greeting.

Even in the greeting, Peter immediately points toward the difference between true Christian faith and false teaching – it is a faith “the same kind as ours” through “righteousness” “of God”.  The false teachers were preaching a false gospel, following their own lusts, leading to unrighteousness and judgement.
2 Peter 1:2 – 1:15  God has given us everything we need to live holy lives.  Live in it!
God has given us everything we need to live holy lives (1:3).
This can only be achieved by two things (which He has given us)

· By His divine power (1:3).  This is the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has made us born again as children of God, and empowers us to produce His righteousness in our lives.

· Through the true knowledge of God and the Lord Jesus.  This is the precious and magnificent promises of the Word of God.  Notice how often this idea is repeated (1:2, 3, 4, 8, 12)

so that

· we might share His divine nature (1:4).  This is godliness, being “like God”, living lives which are holy and righteous.  Notice that this is what God has called us to in 1:3 (His own glory and excellence/goodness).  We are children of God, therefore we must manifest His nature!

· we might escape the corruption that is in the world (1:4).  Our selfish lusts, sin and unrighteousness are “rotten, stinking things” which defile our “pure, clean nature” (compare this to the dog going back to his rotten vomit and the pig returning to wallow in the stinking mud, 2:22).
Because God has given us these things, we must now apply them in our lives, so that our lives are holy.  We do this by diligently adding to our faith (1:5-7):
· to our faith.  This is the foundation.  The righteous must live by faith in God, His power and His word (cf the false teachers who deny the Master, 2:1).
· excellence.  This refers to moral excellence, goodness, perfection, righteousness (same word in 1:3).  In context, it can be “unstained”, “not corrupted” by the world.  We are not to have sin in our lives, because this destroys the “power of the divine nature” in our lives (cf corrupted flesh, 2:10).
· knowledge.  We are to grow in the true knowledge of God and the Lord Jesus (cf false words, 2:3).  This is knowing the magnificent promises of the Word of God, which are able to change our lives and give us hope.
· self-control.  We are to control our selfish lusts and desires, so we are not carried away into sin (cf enticing by lust and sensuality, 2:14).
· perseverance.  We are to endure the pressures of life and suffering, looking forward to the goal and reward (cf mocking about the return of the Lord, 3:3-4; cf looking for the coming of the Lord, 3:12).
· godliness.  We are to be “like God” – righteous and holy.  God will judge all unrighteousness (cf therefore, how should we live?, 3:11, 14).
· brotherly love.  Towards fellow believers.  See next point (love).
· love.  Towards all men.  In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, love is the evidence of truth, righteousness, patience, faith, hope and endurance.  This is therefore evidence of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) in a righteous life.  This is the manifestation of the “divine nature” in our lives – to love as Christ loved.
If these qualities are increasing (ie “growing”) in our lives, we will be useful and fruitful in the true knowledge of Christ – we will become more like Christ (ie like God) (1:8).  As long as we practice these qualities, we will not stumble (ie fall into the snare of false teachers, 3:17-18) (1:10).  Instead, our entrance into eternity will be with much reward and honour, because we have endured faithfully (1:11).
If these qualities are not evident in our lives, we will live defeated lives (“useless and unfruitful”, 1:8), controlled by lusts and unrighteousness, and short-sighted to see the judgement which will come upon us, because we are disobedient to God (1:9).

Peter knows that he will die soon (1:14).  So he writes these things to remind and exhort the readers about how they should live (1:12-15).
2 Peter 1:16 – 1:21  Prophecy (Scripture) is sure, because it is given by God Himself.
Peter
· confirms that Jesus is God.  Peter was an eye-witness at the Transfiguration, where the Father testified that Jesus was His Son (1:16-18, Matthew 17:1-5).  Contrast the false teachers, who deny the deity of Jesus (2:1, 1 John 4:1-3).

· confirms that Scripture is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit (1:19-21, 2 Timothy 3:16).  Contrast the false teachers, who interpret and distort truth according to their own desires (3:16).
· confirms the sureness of the Second Coming, when Jesus will reward the righteous and judge all unrighteousness (1:16, 11; 2:3, 9).  This is confirmed by prophecies in the Word of God and also by the events of the Transfiguration.  Contrast the false teachers, who mock the Second Coming (3:4) and think they can live as they please (2:13b-14).

2 Peter 2:1 – 2:22  False teachers will be judged.

This chapter focuses on false teachers.  They will

· introduce destructive heresies (false beliefs) (2:1, 3).
· deny the Master who bought them (2:1).  (It is of interest that Peter, the author of this letter, denied Jesus three times before the crucifixion, Matthew 26:69-75).
· be judged at the appointed time (2:1, 3, 12, 15, 17).

· live unrighteously, following their lusts (2:18).  They will be characterized by sensuality (2:2), arrogance (2:10-11).
· lead others astray (2:2, 14b).
· cause the truth to be maligned (2:2, cf 1 Peter 1:12).

Peter uses examples to show that the judgement of God will come upon the ungodly at the appointed time (2:3), but that God will rescue the righteous (2:9):
· angels who sinned in the time of Noah are chained in Tartarus, awaiting the final judgement (2:4, Genesis 6:2, Jude 6-7, 1 Peter 3:19-20)

· the ungodly were destroyed in the flood of Noah, but righteous Noah was saved (2:5).  In Noah’s case, the ungodly were given 120 years to repent, before the judgement came (see 3:9).
· the ungodly were destroyed in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, but righteous Lot was rescued (2:7-8).
The great danger is that these false teachers will lead believers away from the truth (2:18-22).
These believers

· have escaped the defilements of the world by the true knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2:20).

· are unstable (because they are not growing in the faith) (2:14) or new believers, who have just escaped from the world (2:18).
· are enticed (tempted) by the false teachers (2:14, 18).

However, if they are overcome (literally, defeated), and enslaved by corruption (rottenness, defilement, sin)
· they are worse as believers who live in sin than when they were unbelievers (2:20-22).  Knowledge brings responsibility to live the way you should – and greater judgement if you don’t!
· they will be under the judgement (discipline) of God.

· they will be useless and unfruitful in their lives (1:8).

Remember, the way to “not stumble”(1:10) is to rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit and the true knowledge of the Lord Jesus (1:3) to “grow” in the qualities listed in 1:5-7, so that our lives may show the godly “divine nature” (1:4), and therefore escape the corruption of the world (1:4).  This is how God “rescues the righteous” (2:9).
2 Peter 3:1 – 3:10  The Lord is coming to judge all unrighteousness.

Peter again exhorts the readers to remember the truth which was delivered to them by prophets of the Old Testament and the commandment of the Lord by the apostles (3:1-2).  In this section, Peter emphasizes the certainty of the Word of God.  He uses words such as – words (3:2), prophets (3:2), commandment (3:2), promise (3:4), word of God (3:5), His word (3:7) – to emphasize that the Word of God is true, and the prophecies will be fulfilled.
Mockers (arrogant false teachers, 2:10) will arise who will say “The Lord is not coming!  He is not going to judge us!” (3:4).

But they do not notice that the word of God created the earth through water (3:5, Genesis 1:6-7) and the word of God also brought judgement upon the earth by water (3:6, Genesis 6:7, 17).  Also by His word, the present earth – and all ungodly men – will be destroyed in a judgement of fire (3:7, Matthew 3:11-12).
The Lord is withholding judgement because He is patient and desires all men to repent, but the judgement will come at the appointed time – when the Lord returns at the Second Advent! (3:8-10).
2 Peter 3:11 – 3:18  Exhortations to live in holy conduct and godliness.

Again, an exhortation about how we should live, knowing that the Lord will judge all unrighteousness.  We should live in holy conduct and godliness, looking forward to the coming of the Lord and His kingdom of righteousness! (3:11-13).
Again, we are to be diligent (3:14; 1:5, 10) to be “spotless and blameless” until He comes.  This is living according to righteousness, the “divine nature” (1:4).
These are the same things which Paul wrote in his letters.  (Note that Peter acknowledges that “some things are hard to understand”, 3:16.)  The false teachers distort the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

But you, brethren

· knowing this beforehand (as the prophetic word of God, 3:2)
· be on your guard so you are not deceived by false teachers
· don’t fall/stumble (1:10) from your steadfastness

· but grow (1:8) in the grace and knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

Application

God has given us everything we need to live holy and righteous lives.  This is “godliness” or “being like God” – demonstrating the character of God in our lives.  This is achieved when we let the Holy Spirit and the Word of God change our lives.

False teachers, who distort the Word of God, will try to lead us away from the truth.  They follow their own lusts and desires, living in sin and disobedience to God.

False teachers – and all unrighteousness – will be judged, especially at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus.
1 JOHN

	Author
	John

	To
	All believers, probably in the region of Asia Minor.

	Date
	c90 AD

	Theme
	Fellowship with God (abide in Him) and with the brethren (love one another).

	Key Verse
	“that you may also have fellowship with us … and with the Father … and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3)

	Key Words
	fellowship, abide in Him, love, light, life, “by this we know”, antichrists (false teachers)


Background

This letter was written by John, probably from Ephesus, and was probably written to the churches in Asia Minor.
At this time, a false philosophy called gnosticism (“knowledge”) was becoming widespread in the ancient cities.  Its main teachings were

· that all matter (including the human body) was “evil” and only the spirit was “good”.  This led to a false teaching that Jesus was only a man who was indwelt by God, because God (“good” spirit) could not be born as a man (“evil” body).  The false teachers therefore denied Jesus’ incarnation (4:2) and deity (2:22).
· because the body was evil, some said it had to be treated harshly (leading to asceticism, Colossians 2:21-23) while others said it didn’t matter if you sinned in the body because it was all evil anyway (leading to licentiousness, 1 John 3:4-8).
· “salvation from the evil body” was possible through “knowledge” (mysteries/philosophies, 1 Timothy 6:20, Colossians 2:8, 18).  Notice that this is the same teaching of “enlightenment” as in modern day eastern religions such as Buddhism.

Theme

John wrote this letter to encourage believers to be in fellowship with God (“abide in Him and He in you”) and to be in fellowship (“love”) with one another.
Eternal life is defined by John as having a relationship with God (fellowship, knowing God) through Jesus (John 17:3; 1 John 1:2-3; 2:24-25; 5:20).  We are to know (and have assurance) that we have eternal life – we are all children of God.  Therefore, we are to “abide in Him”, “walk in the light”and not sin – and to love one another.  These are “the commandments” (3:23-24).
John repeatedly emphasized that Jesus is God, to counter the gnostics (“antichrists”, “false spirits”) who were deceiving the churches with false teaching.

John also emphasized assurance/confidence, so that they would not be deceived by error.  He uses the phrase “by this we know …” 15 times in the letter.

Outline

1:1 – 1:4
God has become man, so that we may know Him and have eternal life.

1:5 – 2:29
Abide in Him:  walk in light.
3:1 – 4:21
Do not sin:  walk in love.
5:1 – 5:21
We know we are children of God and have eternal life…

Key Passages and Main Teachings

1 John 1:1 – 1:4  God has become man, so that we may know Him and have eternal life.
Gnosticism rejected the deity of Christ (see 4:1-3).
But John very clearly teaches that Jesus

· was from the beginning (ie deity) (1:1)

· was with the Father (1:2)

· was the Word of Life.  He is eternal life itself (1:1-2)

· was manifest (as a man) (1:2)

· was seen, heard, and touched (as a man) (1:1-3)

· is the Son of God (1:3)

Note the similarity to John 1:1-14.

These things are written so that these believers “may also have fellowship with us … and with the Father … and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1:3).  This is the purpose of the whole letter – that they will abide in fellowship with God and with one another.  This means that they must not live in sin, but rather love one another, because they are all children of God.
1 John 1:5 – 2:29  Abide in Him:  walk in light.

God is light (truth and righteousness).  In Him there is no darkness (unrighteousness/sin) (1:5).
If we walk in the light (righteousness) (1:7)
· we have fellowship with God, because He is in the light.
· we have fellowship with other believers.
· we are cleansed from sin (because we do not walk in sin!  This is the one who “stays clean because he doesn’t get himself dirty”, see 1:9.).

If we walk in the light, we will not sin.  We sin only because we allow ourselves to be tempted by our own lusts, the world and the devil.

If we walk in sin and say that we are in fellowship with God or say that we have no sin
· we lie and do not practise the truth (1:6).

· we deceive ourselves (1:8).

· we make God a liar (because God says we have sin) (1:10).

See also 2:9 and 4:20, which is a practical example of 1:6.
However, if we are honest with God, and confess our sins, He will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1:9).  (This is the one who “washes after he gets dirty”, see 1:7.)
John writes these things so that we may not sin.  But if we do sin, Jesus is our Advocate (a lawyer, to plead our case) with the Father (2:1).

Note two important things from 2:1
· Satan (the “accuser of the brethren”, Revelation 12:10) accuses us before God about our sins.  However, Jesus (as a lawyer) pleads our case, and shows that He Himself has paid the penalty for our sins.  The Father is satisfied, and is therefore able to forgive and cleanse us.
· Even as believers, we will sin, because we still have a nature of sin in this corrupt body (Romans 7:14-15).  But a true believer will not “practise sin” as a constant, manner of life (3:6, 9).  The Holy Spirit will convict us of sin!
We know that we abide in Him if
· we keep His commandments (2:3).  These commandments are stated in 3:23 as “believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ” and “love one another”.

· we live as Jesus did (2:6).  The emphasis here is also to “love one another” (2:9-11), just as Jesus loved (John 15:10-12).
· we do not love the world (2:15-16).  The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and pride lead us to sin (darkness).
· the truth abides in us (2:24).  This is in contrast to the “antichrists” (false teachers) who lie by denying that Jesus is the Christ (2:22).  The Holy Spirit (who indwells and “abides” in us) will give us assurance of the truth (2:27).
1 John 3:1 – 4:21  Do not sin:  walk in love.

The children of God must practise righteousness, not sin (3:1-9)
When reading the following section, it is useful to remember that the gnostics (antichrists, false teachers) were trying to deceive the believers.  One of their teachings was that it was ok to live a life of sin, because the body was evil anyway.  As long as your mind was “pure”, it didn’t matter what you did in the body.  John wrote this section so that they would not be deceived (3:7-8).
We are children of God (3:1-2a).  We know that Jesus (and God our Father) are righteous (2:29).  Therefore, we are to live our lives as children of God, in righteousness (2:29).

We know that we shall be like Jesus at the Rapture (3:2) – perfect in righteousness, glorified, conformed to His likeness (3:2; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:4).  Therefore, we are to purify ourselves, and not live in sin (3:3).  We will be pure and blameless in eternity, but He wants us to be pure and blameless now!
We are to abide in Him so that we have confidence at His coming, and do not shrink away in shame (2:28).  Those believers who have not walked worthily will have shame at the Rapture.  They will see the glory of the Lord, and realise how foolish it was to walk in sin.

No-one who abides in Him will practise sin.  Anyone who practises sin is not in fellowship with God (3:6, 9; 1:6).
The true believer who abides in Christ cannot live a life of “constant” sin, but must demonstrate righteousness, because he is a child of God (3:7-10).  This is his nature.
The children of God must love one another (3:10-22)
John returns to the theme of love, contrasting love (of God = righteousness) and hate (of the devil and the world = unrighteousness).  We are to love one another by our actions (3:17-18), just as God loved us by sending His Son (4:9-10), and as Jesus loved us by dying for us (3:16).  When we do these things which are pleasing to God, we have assurance in our hearts (3:19) and confidence before God (3:21-22).  Contrast this to “shrinking away in shame” in 2:28.
The commandment of God (3:23-24)
The commandment of God is

· to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ.  This gives us eternal life.  Notice the emphasis on “the Son of God” – God became man (cf gnosticism).

· to love one another.

The one who keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him.  This is fellowship.
We know that God abides in us (and we in Him) because the Holy Spirit indwells us – for the purpose of fellowship, teaching (truth) and assurance.  It is the Holy Spirit who produces righteousness and love in our lives (Galatians 5:14-26).
The spirit of truth and error (4:1-6)
False spirits (demons, antichrists, false teachers) deny the deity and incarnation of Jesus (4:1-3).

But the Holy Spirit indwelling us is greater than these false spirits, and He teaches us truth, so that we will not be deceived.  As children of God, we have overcome the world by our faith (ie we believe the truth and “obey” His commandment) (4:4; 5:4-5).
Beloved, let us love one another because God is love, and we must be like God (4:7-21)
John returns again to the message that we must love one another, as God has loved us (4:7, 11).  Our love is proof that we abide in God and He in us.  His love is perfected (“completed”) in us when it is manifest to others through us (4:12).
The “commandment” re-stated (4:15-16):
· God abides in him who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  God showed His love to us by sending His Son.

· God abides in him who loves.  We must show His love by loving one another.

If we love one another,
· we are living “like God/Jesus”, who loved us (4:17).

· we have confidence in the day of judgement (4:17).  Contrast this to “shrinking back in shame” at His coming (2:28-29).

· we have no fear (because we have confidence that we are living the way God wants us to live) (4:18).

1 John 5:1 – 5:21  We know we are children of God and have eternal life…
We know
· That we are children of God by believing (faith) that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (5:1).
· That we love the children of God (5:1).

· That our faith overcomes the world (5:4-5).  Faith is to believe (and “obey/do”) the commandment of God.  The world includes everything which is unrighteous (5:19).
There are three witnesses that Jesus is the Son of God (5:6-10)

· water.  Probably a reference to the baptism of Jesus, when God the Father said “This is My beloved Son”.  The gnostics taught that Jesus was only a man; that God merely indwelt Him from the time of the baptism until just before His death (ie God can’t be born into an “evil” body, and God can’t die).

· blood.  Probably a reference to the death on the cross.  Again, the gnostics taught that God can’t die, therefore Jesus was only a man.

· the Holy Spirit.  Probably a reference to the ministry of the Spirit who indwells us and confirms the truth in us (2:27).

It is interesting to note John’s “witness” of the crucifixion in John 19:34-35 when “blood and water” came out from the wound in Jesus’ side.

· That we have eternal life, because we have believed that Jesus is the Son of God, and He (and His life) are in us (5:11-13).
· That He will answer our prayers, if we ask according to His will (5:14-15).  This is because we are His children and walk in fellowship with Him!
We are to pray for fellow believers who stray into sin, that they might be restored to fellowship (5:16-17, see also James 5:19-20, Galatians 6:1-2).  This is an application of “love one another”.  Note that a believer whose life is so corrupted by sin will be disciplined to the point of death (1 Corinthians 5:5; 11:30).
· That we belong to God, and are kept secure by Jesus.  Therefore, the devil (and the world) has no authority over us.  We should not (practise) sin! (5:18-19).
· That Jesus – through His life and His words (“what we have seen and heard”, 1:1-3) – has made it possible for us to know God and have fellowship with Him (5:20; 1:3; John 1:14; 14:6-7).  Eternal life is, by definition, having a relationship with God forever, enjoying His fellowship and love.  (Eternal death is separation from God forever.)
John closes with a warning to “guard yourselves from idols”.  These are the false spirits/demons who seek to lead us away from the truth, into sin, so that our fellowship with God and other believers may be hindered.
Application
God wants us to have fellowship (relationship) with Him, and to have fellowship (love) with one another.  This is “abiding in Him”.
When we believe in Jesus

· we become children of God.

· we have a new nature, and should not sin.

· we must love one another, because all believers are God’s children.
· we have assurance that we have eternal life, because God (Son and Holy Spirit) indwells us.

Jesus wants us to live like Him (in truth, righteousness and love) so that we are not ashamed when He comes.

2 JOHN

	Author
	John

	To
	The “chosen” lady (probably a church in Asia Minor)

	Date
	c90 AD

	Theme
	Do not support false teachers.

	Key Verse
	“If any one comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting”. (2 John 10)

	Key Words
	truth/teaching


Background

In the early church, itinerant ministers would travel from city to city teaching in the churches.  In Christian love, the churches would show hospitality to these teachers during their stay, by providing them lodging and food, and then send them on their way to the next city.

However, false teachers also travelled from city to city.  They would deceive believers with their false doctrines (especially gnostic heresies about the deity and humanity of Jesus), as well as take money from the churches for their “missionary work”.

2 John is a warning not to support (or have fellowship with) itinerant ministers who teach false doctrine.
3 John is an exhortation to support itinerant ministers who teach the truth.
Theme

Do not support false teachers.

Outline

1 – 3
Greeting.

4 – 6
Walk according to truth and love.

7 – 11
Warning against false teachers.

12 – 13
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

2 John 1 – 3  Greeting.

John calls himself “the elder” as a wise, old man, who probably also was the founder of this church.  The letter is addressed to “the chosen lady”.  This may be an individual, but it probably refers to a particular church (cf 1, 4, 13).
Notice the repetition of “truth”.

2 John 4 – 6  Walk according to truth and love.

It brings joy to John’s heart knowing that many in this church are walking according to truth and love (ie obeying the commandment of God) (1 John 3:23-24).
2 John 7 – 11  Warning against false teachers.

Itinerant “prophets” travelled from city to city, teaching in the churches.  Many of these were false teachers (antichrists) who taught false doctrines (especially gnostics, who denied the incarnation and deity of Jesus) (7).
The church is told to discern whether itinerant teachers “ abide in the teaching of Christ” (in context, regarding the incarnation).  This was the “test” of 1 John 4:1-3.

Anyone who is deceived by these false teachers will lose reward (8).  They will be led away from the truth into sin, and their Christian lives will become ineffective.

The false teachers – and those deceived by them – do not have fellowship with God (9) because they do not abide in the truth, but walk in darkness (1 John 1:6).

John warns the church not to show hospitality to these false teachers, or even to greet them (10-11).
2 John 12 – 13  Closing.

John hopes to visit this church soon.  Note the similarity to 1 John 1:3-4 “that your joy may be complete” – the result of true fellowship between believers and the Lord.
Application
We are to walk in truth and love, so that we are in fellowship with God and fellow believers.

We are to discern truth from error, and not support false teaching in any way.

3 JOHN

	Author
	John

	To
	Gaius, probably a member of a church in Asia Minor

	Date
	c90 AD

	Theme
	Support teachers of the truth.

	Key Verse
	“We ought to support such men, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth” (3 John 8)

	Key Words
	truth


Background

See 2 John.  Both letters are dealing with itinerant teachers.

2 John is a warning not to support (or have fellowship with) itinerant ministers who teach false doctrine.

3 John is an exhortation to support itinerant ministers who teach the truth.

Theme

Support teachers of the truth.

Outline

1
Greeting.

2 – 8
Gaius is walking in truth and love, showing hospitality to teachers of the truth.

9 – 10
Diotrephes is walking in arrogance, not showing hospitality to teachers of the truth.

11 – 12
Imitate what is good.

13 – 14
Closing.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

3 John 1  Greeting.

A simple greeting.  Notice again “love and truth” – they are very prominent in John’s thinking.

3 John 2 - 8  Gaius is walking in truth and love, showing hospitality to teachers of the truth.
Gaius has a testimony that he 

· walks in truth (3-4).

· shows love and hospitality to itinerant missionaries/teachers (5-8).

3 John 9 – 10  Diotrephes is walking in arrogance, not showing hospitality to teachers of the truth.
Diotrephes (who may have been an elder in the local church)
· loves to be first among them (arrogance/pride = no humility or love) (9)

· doesn’t accept what John says (in an earlier letter) (9)

· unjustly accuses John with wicked word (10)

· does not show hospitality (to itinerant missionaries/teachers) (10)

· forbids others to do so, and puts them out of the church (10)

3 John 11 – 12  Imitate what is good.
Imitate what is good (ie support teachers of truth), because that is according to the will of God (11, see also 5).

Demetrius (probably an itinerant missionary/teacher) has received a good testimony from everyone (in other churches), from the truth itself (his teaching) and from John (12).
Therefore (when he comes to you) support him!

3 John 13 – 14  Closing.

A simple closing.

Application
We should support and show hospitality to missionary teachers who are working faithfully for God.

JUDE

	Author
	Jude, the brother of Jesus

	To
	Those who have been called, beloved in God

	Date
	Probably c70 - 80 AD

	Theme
	Defend the faith! (against false teachers)

	Key Verse
	“Contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3)

	Key Words
	kept/keep, ungodly


Background

Jude was the brother of Jesus, and brother of James (1).  There is no specific indication of when this letter was written, or to whom.  But it is very clear what the problem was.  False teachers – ungodly men who claimed to be Christians – were infiltrating the church, perverting the truth and leading believers into lives of sin.

The content of Jude’s letter is very similar to 2 Peter 2.

Theme

Defend the faith!
Outline

1 – 2
Greeting.

3
Defend the faith!

4 – 16
The ungodly are condemned and will be judged!

17 – 23
Exhortation to continue in the most holy faith.

24 – 25
Closing:  Doxology.
Key Passages and Main Teachings

Jude 1 - 2  Greeting.

Jude wrote to those who are “called, beloved and kept for Jesus Christ”.  These are three very strong proofs of our eternal security.
Jude 3  Defend the faith!

The purpose of this letter is that the believers “contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (3).  The purity and truth of “the faith” – the Word of God manifest in godly living – was under threat from false teachers who were corrupting the true believers with sin.
False teachers – ungodly men who claimed to be Christians – were perverting the true faith by

· turning the grace of God into a license for immorality (4).  It is likely that these men were falsely teaching “your sins have been forgiven, therefore it is ok if you live a life of sin and immorality!” (see Romans 6:1).

· denying the Master and Lord, Jesus Christ (4).  It is possible that these men were gnostics (see background on 1 John).  They denied the deity of Jesus, and the importance of godly living.

But “the faith” was entrusted to us “once for all”.  It is our possession forever.  It is our duty to guard it, fight for it, and keep it!

Jude 4 – 16  The ungodly are condemned and will be judged!
The false teachers are ungodly men who are destined for condemnation (4).  Even though they profess to be Christians, they are unbelievers.

Jude gives examples from history showing that God will judge all unrighteousness and ungodliness:
· The Exodus generation, who refused to have faith that God would defeat their enemies in the Promised Land (5).

· The angels who “didn’t keep their proper place” (probably angels who had sexual relations with human women in Genesis 6) (6, see also 7).
· The men of Sodom and Gomorrah who “went after strange flesh” (homosexuality) and “gross immorality” (7).  This is “in the same way” as the angels who “didn’t keep their proper place” in 6.
Likewise, these false teachers
· defile the flesh (8) by their immorality

· reject authority (8)

· revile angelic beings (don’t show fear or respect) (8-10)

· have gone the way of Cain (ie by being selfish and arrogant, and not humbling themselves before God) (11)

· have followed the error of Balaam (by being greedy for money) (11, 16)

· have identified themselves with the rebellion of Korah (by despising true authority) (11)

· don’t have love (16)
· follow after their own lusts (16)

· cause divisions (19)

· do not have the Spirit (19) – nor the fruits of the Spirit!

But God will judge them! (14-15)
Jude 17 – 23  Exhortation to continue in the most holy faith.
“But you, beloved …” (in contrast to the false teachers)
· remember the prophesies and warnings that false teachers would come (17-18) – do not be deceived!
· build yourselves up in the most holy (sanctified, godly) faith (truth) (20)

· pray in the Holy Spirit (20)

· keep yourselves in the love of God (and toward one another) (21)

· wait, look and live for the return of the Lord (21)

· show mercy to those believers who have been led astray, so that they may repent (22)

· show mercy to the ungodly, so that they may be saved (23)
· be careful that you don’t be corrupted by them (23)

Jude 24 – 25  Closing:  Doxology.

God is able to keep us from stumbling (by continuing in the true faith).

God is able to make us stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy (reward for those who are faithful).

Jude closes with a glorious doxology.

Application

We must be ready to defend the faith against anyone who

· distorts the truth

· says it is ok to live a life which is not honouring to God.

God will judge all ungodliness.  Therefore, we must live godly lives!

REVELATION

	Author
	John

	To
	The seven churches in Asia Minor.

	Date
	c96 AD

	Theme
	The revelation of endtime events and the fulfilment of the Kingdom of God

	Key Verse
	“Yes, I am coming soon.”  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20)

	Key Words
	seven (52 times, the number of completeness/perfection), wrath of God, “He is coming”


Background

This letter was written by John, while he was exiled on the island of Patmos (1:9).  It was written to the seven churches in Asia Minor.  At this time, Christians were facing persecution from Rome for worshipping Jesus as Lord, and refusing to worship Caesar as god.  John encourages the believers to persevere through persecution, because God will judge the world (and Satan), and Jesus will return to save those who belong to Him.
Revelation is the last book of the Bible to be written.

Theme

This book is properly called “The Revelation” (1:1).  The main purpose of the book is God’s revelation of the end of human history, when God will judge unbelievers, and the Lord Jesus Christ will return to earth to establish the Kingdom of God.

On Patmos, John was given a vision of the prophetic events of the end of human history.  He was told to write (1:19)
· the things which you have seen (the vision of the glorified Lord Jesus in 1:12-18).
· what is now (the messages to the seven churches in Asia Minor at that time) (chapters 2-3).
· what will take place in the last days (the wrath of God poured out upon the world, and the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory) (chapters 4-22).
Outline

1:1 – 1:20
What you have seen – the vision of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ.

2:1 – 3:22
What now is – messages to the seven churches.

4:1 – 22:21
What is to come – wrath upon the world; the return of the Lord Jesus in glory.

Key Passages and Main Teachings

Revelation 1:1 – 1:20  What you have seen – the vision of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ.
This book is the “revelation” of endtime judgements, and the return of the Lord to establish the Kingdom of God (1:1, 7-8).
There is a blessing to all who read and heed the words of this prophecy (1:3)

· to the unbeliever who repents and is saved.

· to the believer who endures persecution and continues faithfully serving the Lord, knowing that Jesus is coming soon.

John is given a vision of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ (1:12-18).  He sees a man
· like the Son of Man (1:13)

· standing among seven golden lampstands (the seven churches of Asia Minor) (1:12, 20, 11)

· clothed in a robe down to His feet (His work of redemption) (1:13; 19:13, 8)
· with a golden girdle across His breast (the ephod of the High Priest) (1:13)

· His head and hair were white like wool, like snow (purity, righteousness) (1:14)
· His eyes were a flame of fire (judgement) (1:14)

· His feet were like burnished bronze, glowing in a furnace (judgement) (1:15)
· His voice was like the sound of many waters (power, see Ezekiel 43:2) (1:15)

· in His right hand were seven stars (angels/messengers to the seven churches) (1:16, 20)

· out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword (judgement, the Word of God) (1:16; 19:15)

· His face was like the sun shining in its strength (glory, see Matthew 17:2) (1:16)
John is told to write to the seven churches in Asia Minor (1:11, 4)
· the things which you have seen (the vision of the glorified Lord Jesus in 1:12-18).

· what is now (the messages to the seven churches in Asia Minor) (chapters 2-3).

· what will take place later (the prophecies of the end of human history) (chapters 4-22).

Revelation 2:1 – 3:22  What now is – messages to the seven churches.

These seven churches were actual churches in Asia Minor at the time John wrote.  Each of the churches is given a commendation, a criticism/exhortation, and a promise of reward for faithfulness.  The Lord will first judge the church (to cleanse and reward her), then judge the world (to punish it).
	Church
	Description
	Praise
	Criticism
	Reward
for Faithfulness

	Ephesus (2:1-7)
	faithful
	deeds and perseverance, test false doctrine
	left your first love
	eat from tree of life

	Smyrna (2:8-11)
	persecuted
	endure suffering
	none
	not hurt by second death

	Pergamum (2:12-17)
	compromised
	did not deny the faith in persecution
	idolatry and immorality
	hidden manna and a white stone

	Thyatira (2:18-29)
	pagan
	deeds, faith, service, perseverance
	idolatry and immorality
	rulership and morning star (glory)

	Sardis (3:1-6)
	dead
	none
	dead works
	clothed in white garments, name not blotted out from book of life

	Philadelphia (3:7-13)
	faithful
	have kept My word, not denied My name, perseverance
	none
	pillar in the temple, with new name

	Laodicea (3:14-22)
	apostate
	none
	lukewarm (apathy), poor, blind and naked
	sit with Jesus on His throne


Although these things were written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor in the first century, there are many parallels to the history of the Church from 100AD (persecuted, faithful) to modern times (apostate, apathetic).

Revelation 4:1 – 22:21  What is to come – wrath upon the world; the return of the Lord Jesus in glory.

The events of prophecy yet to be fulfilled in human history are

· The Rapture of the Church.  This is the moment when Jesus will return in the air to take His body (the Church, His bride) to heaven (4:1).  In heaven, Jesus will cleanse the Church (the Judgement Seat of Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Ephesians 5:27), and prepare her as His bride (the Marriage Supper, 19:7-9).
· The Tribulation.  This is a period of seven years when God will pour out His wrath upon the unbelieving world (chapters 6-18).  During this time, a man called the Antichrist will rule the entire world, and evil will run rampant.  The Antichrist will cause Jews and believers to be persecuted severely.

· The Second Advent.  At the end of the Tribulation, Jesus will return to Jerusalem as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He will defeat Satan, Antichrist, and all the armies of the world at the Battle of Armageddon (19:11-21).

· The Millennial Kingdom.  Jesus will establish His kingdom on earth for 1000 years (and then on into eternity).  During this time, He will be King, and there will be peace on earth.  All of creation will go back to the way it was in the Garden of Eden.  This is also the time when all the Old Testament promises will be fulfilled to Israel.  This is also the “wedding feast”, when the Church will be the Bride of Christ.
· The Great White Throne Judgement.  At the end of the Millennium, Satan, all demons and all unbelievers will be judged and cast into the lake of fire (20:10-15).

· New Heaven and New Earth.  The existing earth and universe will be destroyed, and a new heaven and new earth will be created, in which there is no sin, forever (21:1)

Revelation sees the fulfilment of all prophecies and promises of God, both from the Old Testament (to Israel) and the New Testament (to the Church).

Revelation 4  Praises in Heaven

John hears a voice like the sound of a trumpet say “Come up here!” (4:1).  This symbolizes the Rapture, when Jesus calls the Church up to heaven.  John is brought into the throne room of God, where angelic creatures offer praises to God.

Revelation 5  The Lamb, the Lion of Judah

The Lamb, the Lion of Judah, is the only one found worthy to break the seals to open the book of judgements upon the earth.  He is the only man who overcame sin and death.  At the First Advent, the gentle Lamb of God offered Himself as the sacrifice for sin.  At the Second Advent, the roaring Lion of Judah comes with judgement and wrath.

Revelation 6  The Seven Seal Judgements

First Seal (6:1-2):  The White Horse (Peace)

This is the Antichrist.  He has great military strength, and conquers the whole world, bringing “peace” (13:3-4).  The Antichrist signs a seven year peace treaty with Israel, which he breaks after 3 ½ years (Daniel 9:27).

Second Seal (6:3-4):  The Red Horse (War)

Some nations will rebel against Antichrist, resulting in war.  It is likely that a confederation of southern nations (Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya) and northern nations (Russia, Germany, Turkey) will react against the peace treaty with Israel.  Antichrist will defend Israel, and destroy these nations (Daniel 7:8 and 11:40-45, Ezekiel 38 and 39).

Third Seal (6:5-6):  The Black Horse (Famine)

Probably as a result of the war, food will be scarce, causing famine.

Fourth Seal (6:7-8):  The Ashen/Grey Horse (Death)

One quarter of the earth’s population will die as a result of the war, famine and disease.

Fifth Seal (6:9-11):  Persecution and Martyrdom of Believers

During the Tribulation, there will be much persecution against believers, and many will be martyred for their faith (13:7, Matthew 24:9).

Sixth Seal (6:12-17):  Great Earthquake

The Lord now judges the unbelieving world with great natural disasters – a great earthquake.  The earth will be shaken so severely (enough to shake unripe figs from a tree!) that every mountain and island will be moved.  This will coincide with a great meteor shower.  As a result of volcanic ash in the atmosphere, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will glow red.  Men will cry that the mountains might fall upon them (6:15-17).

Revelation 7  144,000 Jewish Evangelists

The 144,000 Jewish believers are sealed as evangelists during the Tribulation, resulting in many converts (7:9,14).  Notice that the church is in heaven, so the Jews again become God’s ministers on earth.  The Tribulation is the final seven years of the Age of Israel.

Revelation 8 – 9  The Seven Trumpet Judgements

Seventh Seal (8:1):  Silence for Half an Hour

There is silence in heaven for half an hour.  This is probably a sense of awe in anticipation of the judgements to come, as the angels prepare to blow the trumpet judgements.  Contrast this silence with the singing of praise in earlier chapters.

First Trumpet (8:7):  Hail, Fire, Blood

Hail and fire, mixed with blood, are cast down to the earth.  One third of the earth is burnt up, one third of trees burnt up, and all of the grass is burnt up.

Second Trumpet (8:8-9):  Burning Mountain

A great mountain burning with fire (meteorite) is cast into the sea.  One third of the sea becomes blood, one third of marine life dies, and one third of ships are destroyed.

Third Trumpet (8:10-11):  Wormwood

A great burning star (“Wormwood”, meaning “bitter”) is cast into one third of the rivers and springs, poisoning the waters.

Fourth Trumpet (8:12):  Universe Struck

One third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened.

The eagle flies in midheaven proclaiming the remaining three trumpets as “Woes!” (8:13).  The worst judgements are yet to come!

Fifth Trumpet (9:1-12):  Demonic Locusts (the first “Woe!”)

An angel opens the bottomless pit (the abyss).  Demonic locusts (with their king, Abaddon/Apollyon, literally “Destroyer”) are given power to sting and torment unbelievers for five months.

Sixth Trumpet (9:13-21): Demonic 200 Million Army (the second “Woe!”)

The four angels who are bound at the Euphrates River are released, to kill one third of mankind, apparently by a 200 million man army.

Revelation 10

The vision of the strong angel standing on the sea and land, with a little book in his hand.  He cries with a loud voice and there are seven peals of thunder, which John is told to seal up and not write what they said.  John is then told to eat the little book, which is sweet in his mouth, but bitter in his stomach.

Revelation 11  The Two Witnesses

John is told to measure the temple, but not the court, because it is given to the nations (Gentiles) to tread under foot for 42 months (that is, 3 ½ years) (11:1-2)

Two witnesses will prophesy for 1260 days (3 ½ years) in Jerusalem.  These are probably Elijah (symbolizing “the prophets”) and Moses (symbolizing “the Law”) (compare Malachi 4:4-5, Matthew 17:1-3, Luke 9:30, the miracles of sending fire to devour their enemies, power to stop rain, and power to turn water into blood).  They will be killed by Antichrist, but raised from the dead after 3 ½ days, and taken to heaven.  Their ministry results in many Jews being saved (11:13).

Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19):  Voices in Heaven (the third “Woe!)

Loud voices declare the beginning of the reign of the kingdom of Christ.  The temple is opened, the ark of His covenant appears, and the angels with the seven bowls of the wrath of God come out of the temple (see 15:5ff).

Revelation 12  The Great Red Dragon (Satan)

The sign of the woman (Israel) giving birth to the child (Christ), and the dragon (Satan) trying to devour the child.  The woman flees to the wilderness for 1260 days (3 ½ years), also described as a time and times and half a time.  Satan is cast down to earth, and persecutes the Jews and believers.

Revelation 13  The Beast (Antichrist)

The beast (Antichrist), in the power of Satan (“the ruler of this world” John 12:31, Matthew 4:8-9) is given authority over the whole world for 42 months (3 ½ years).  It is possible that the Antichrist is killed, and indwelt by Satan, giving the impression that he is “raised from the dead” (v3,12,14).  This will cause people to worship him as “the Christ” (v7,8).

Another beast (the false prophet) performs signs and wonders and makes the whole world worship the Antichrist (v8,12).  The false prophet creates an “image of the beast” which appears to have life, and everyone must worship it, under penalty of death (v14,15).

People in the Tribulation will have to swear allegiance to the Antichrist and worship him, otherwise they cannot buy or sell.  The “seal” of their allegiance will be the mark of the beast, 666 (v16-18).  666 is probably the numerical value of the name of the beast.  The number 6 is symbolic of man or sin, and triple 6 represents the “perfect” or “ultimate” man or sin.

Anyone who worships Antichrist and receives the mark of the beast will be condemned to hell ( 14:9-11).  Their hearts will be so hardened by their unbelief and their minds so deluded by Satan that they will never accept the true Christ (9:20-21; 16:9,11; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

In this chapter, we have the false trinity – father (Satan), son (Antichrist) and spirit (false prophet), with a counterfeit resurrection, counterfeit miracles and a counterfeit kingdom on earth.

Revelation 14  The Wine Press of the Wrath of God

The gospel message of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists:  “Fear God and worship Him.  Do not worship Antichrist or receive the mark of the beast”.  Anyone who receives the mark of the beast can never be saved, because their hearts have become so hardened against God (v1,6-12)

Any martyrs from now on will receive special blessing, because their persecution is intensified (v13)

The angels swing their sickles of the “wine press of the wrath of God”, and blood came out up to the horses’ bridles for a distance of 200 miles (v20).  We are not told exactly who or what this is, but it is obvious that many will die in a severe judgement.

Revelation 15

The Tribulation saints stand on the sea of glass singing the song of Moses (a song of victory and praise to God).
The temple is opened, and seven angels bring out the seven bowls of the final wrath of God.  This appears to happen when the seventh trumpet is sounded (see 11:19).

Revelation 16  The Seven Bowl Judgements

Note the parallels to the judgements against the false gods of the Egyptians at the time of Moses (Exodus 7-12).  God is demonstrating to the world that He is the only true God.

First Bowl (16:1-2):  Severe Sores

Malignant sores on all those who had received the mark of the beast.

Second Bowl (16:3):  Sea to Blood

The seas become blood, and every marine creature dies.

Third Bowl (16:4-7):  Rivers to Blood

The rivers and springs become blood.

Fourth Bowl (16:8-9):  Scorching Heat

The sun scorches men with extreme heat.

Fifth Bowl (16:10-11):  Total Darkness & Pain

The kingdom of the Antichrist is darkened (the sun?), causing extreme pain.

Sixth Bowl (16:12-16):  Three Demonic Frogs

The Euphrates River dries up, enabling the kings of the east to bring their armies.  Three demons come out of Satan, the Antichrist and the false prophet, to gather all of the armies of the world at the valley of Megiddo (for the battle of Armaggedon).  The armies intend to destroy Jerusalem and the Jews, but they themselves will be destroyed at the Second Advent.

Seventh Bowl (16:17-21):  Great Earthquake & Hailstones
A loud voice from the throne, saying “It is done!”  The judgement of God is finished!  Compare this to Jesus’ cry from the cross in John 19:30, “It is finished!”  The payment for the penalty of sins is completed!

There is a great earthquake, which splits the great city (Babylon, see next chapter) into three parts, the cities of the nations fall, and every island and mountain falls.  There are also huge hailstones which fall upon men.

It is likely that this earthquake will occur as soon as the Lord Jesus returns at the Second Advent, and places His foot on Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4).  At this point, He is King of Kings, and the plan of God is fulfilled!  It is finished!

Revelation 17  Babylon the Harlot

The great harlot, Babylon, sitting over many waters, riding on the beast.

The great harlot, Babylon, represents false religion.

· She is a great harlot (prostitute), who has led people away from God to her idolatry (v1-2)

· She holds power over kings and peoples, by deception and immorality (v2,15,18; 18:3)

· She has made herself rich (think of the Roman Catholic church!) (v4)

· She has involved herself in materialism and commercial dealings (18:11-13)

· She has glorified herself ( 18:7)

· She has persecuted and killed true believers all through history (v6, 18:24)

· She “rides” and controls the beast (Antichrist) (v3)

· The kingdoms of the world will turn against her (v16)

· She is described as “the great city” (v18).  Symbolically, this represents the religious kingdom of Babylon.  It may also refer to the actual city of Babylon, or possibly Rome.
Nimrod first built Babel (Babylon).  Nimrod is described as someone who “began a kingdom” and was “a mighty one (literally) against God” (Genesis 10:8-12).  It was at Babel that men united to “build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4).  There is clearly an attitude of arrogance and rebellion against God.  It is in direct violation to God’s command to “fill the earth”, and an attempt to reach heaven by their own efforts.  Hence, Babylon portrays a religious kingdom which is opposed to God.

The beast (Antichrist) is described as having seven heads and ten horns.

The seven heads are seven kings (or kingdoms) – five have fallen, one is, and one is yet to come.  This has two possible interpretations:  They could represent seven empires throughout history or they could refer to kings of the Roman Empire.  At the time John saw these visions (96 AD), five great empires had previously ruled the world; the Roman Empire currently ruled the world in 96 AD; and the final world kingdom (yet to come) would be the Antichrist’s kingdom.  The Antichrist is said to be an eighth king, but one of the seven.  It is said that “he was and is not and will come”.  This probably indicates that he is killed during the Tribulation, but “comes back to life” in a counterfeit resurrection. (see 13:3,12,14)

The ten horns are ten kings.  These are the ten kings who will make up the Antichrist’s one-world government.  It is these kings who will bring their armies to the valley of Megiddo for the battle of Armageddon.

Revelation 18  Babylon Destroyed

The great harlot, Babylon, is destroyed.

Revelation 19  The Second Advent

Praises in heaven over the fall of Babylon.

The marriage of the Lamb and the preparation of His Bride (19:7-9).
The Second Advent (19:11-21)
· Jesus returns to earth in glory

· He comes to Jerusalem

· The armies of the world are gathered at the battle of Armageddon to wage war against Christ

· The Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire

· The armies of the world (and all unbelievers) are killed by the Word of God
At the Second Advent

· all surviving Jews will see Jesus, acknowledge Him as their Messiah, and be saved (Zechariah 12:10; Joel 2:32).

· Jesus will regather Israel as His people, establish the Kingdom, and fulfil all of the Old Testament promises to believing Israel (Joel 3:1; Isaiah 11:11-12).
· Jesus will restore creation to the way it was in the Garden of Eden (Isaiah 11:6-10)
Revelation 20  The Millennial Kingdom and the Great White Throne Judgement

Satan is bound for a 1000 years (20:1-3).
Old Testament and Tribulation martyrs are resurrected and enter into the Millennial kingdom (20:4, 6).
All unbelievers will be resurrected at the end of the 1000 years (20:5a, 13).
During the Millennial kingdom
· believers who survive to the end of the Tribulation will enter the Millennium in their physical bodies.  Because of restored creation, their offspring will live long lives, and many people will be born (Isaiah 65:20).
· Old Testament and Tribulation believers will be resurrected, and live forever in their resurrected bodies.

· New Testament believers (the Church/Bride) will live forever in their resurrected bodies.
At the end of the 1000 years, Satan is released for a short while, and causes a final rebellion of those born during the Millennium (Gog and Magog) (20:7-10).
We then have the Great White Throne judgement, where all unbelievers are resurrected, judged, and cast into the lake of fire (20:11-15).
Revelation 21 – 22  Eternity:  The New Heavens and New Earth

At the end of the Millennium, the old universe is destroyed, and a new heavens and earth are created.  The Bride of Christ, in her mansion as the New Jerusalem (2, 9-11), comes to earth.  In it are the throne of Christ, the river of the water of life, and the eternal dwelling place of all believers.

The Bible closes with an invitation to unbelievers (22:17):  Let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely and a promise to believers (22:20):  Jesus says:  “Surely I am coming quickly.”  The response of the believer should be:  “Come, Lord Jesus!”
Application
God will fulfil all of His prophecies and promises.  He is true and faithful!

God will judge all sin and unrighteousness.  He shows mercy and longsuffering now, but there will come a time when He will judge with justice.

Jesus already has the victory over sin, death and Satan.  He is merely waiting for the appointed time when He is “revealed” in glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

We are to live our lives with the hope that Jesus is coming soon.  This should motivate us to be faithful, live righteously and endure persecution for His sake.

Appendix 1:  Topical Verses
The penalty of sin:  Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23

The gospel of salvation:  John 3:16, 18, 36; 14:6; Acts 16:31; Ephesians 2:8-9

Confession of sin:  1 John 1:9
New Testament commandments:  1 John 3:23-24; John 13:34-35

Spiritual gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Peter 4:10-11

The Rapture:  1 Corinthians 15:49-55; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

The Tribulation/Second Advent:  Matthew 24-25; 2 Thessalonians 2; Revelation

Being “like Christ” in this life:  Galatians 2:20; 4:19; Ephesians 3:16-17; 4:22-24; Colossians 1:27-28; 2 Peter 1:3-4; 1 John 3:2-3

Glorified with Christ at the Rapture:  Romans 8:28-30; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 3:4; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 1 John 3:2

Be faithful:  Acts 17:11; Hebrews 12:1-2; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:2; 4:1-8; 2 Peter 3:16-18; Titus 2:11-14

Don’t be ashamed:  Romans 1:16; Philippians 1:20; 2 Timothy 1:8, 12; 2:15; 1 John 2:28

Promises of God:  Romans 8:28; Philippians 4:13; Hebrews 13:5; James 1:2-3

Appendix 2:  Selected Definitions

	Atone

Atonement
	Literally, to cover.  Originally used in the Old Testament tabernacle, where God would see the blood of the sacrifice sprinkled on the mercy seat, be satisfied with the offering, and therefore cover the sins of Israel for a year.  In the death of Jesus, sins are not merely covered, but forgiven once-for-all.

	
	

	Faith
	Faith means “to believe” (the promises made by God), to trust (God), to depend upon (God, rather than yourself).

	
	

	Glorify

Glory
	To praise and honour God.  Often used as a revelation or reflection of the character of God, showing His magnificence, that He is worthy of honour.

	
	

	Grace
	What God does for us (eg blessing), even though we don’t deserve it.  It is God doing the work (and getting the glory), rather than us trying to please God by our own (unacceptable) works.

	
	

	Holy
	see Sanctify/Sanctification

	
	

	Justify

Justification
	To be declared righteous.  Used in the sense of “you have received the righteousness of Christ, therefore you are declared ‘acceptable’ in the sight of God”.  It is a courtroom term by which a guilty person is declared righteous and set free, only after the penalty has been paid.

	
	

	Mercy
	What God holds back from us (eg judgement), even though we do deserve it.

	
	

	Redeem

Redemption
	To pay the price to buy somebody’s freedom.  Often used in the context of buying a slave’s freedom. For example, Jesus paid the penalty of sin (which is death) – He bought our freedom and forgiveness.

	
	

	Propitiation
	To be satisfied.  Used in the sense of “Jesus paid the penalty of sin, therefore the justice of God is satisfied and is able to forgive sin”.  It is the same word as “mercy seat” in the Old Testament tabernacle, where God would see the blood of the sacrifice sprinkled on the mercy seat, be satisfied with the offering, and therefore cover the sins of Israel for a year.

	
	

	Reconcile

Reconciliation
	To make peace.  We were enemies of God because of sin, but He has removed the barrier of sin, and made peace with us, through Jesus Christ.

	
	

	Righteous

Righteousness
	To be acceptable, right, or have a right relationship with God.  God is perfect (holy and righteous).  Only those who are righteous can be acceptable to God.  Has the sense of “pure or without sin”.

	
	

	Sanctify

Sanctification
	To be “set apart”.  Usually translated as “holy”, the same word as “saint”.  It has the idea of being separated from the world and sin, and being made “holy/set apart/dedicated unto God”.

	
	

	Sin
	Anything which falls short of the perfect, righteous standard of God.  It is a term used of someone shooting an arrow at a target, but missing the mark, or falling short of the target.
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